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(57) Abstract: An interactive device comprises a keyword detection unit which detects a keyword spoken by a user from
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Object to be covered by this search:

Claim 1 describes “a response unit which sets up a given interval
when the keyword is detected and which allows a speech output unit to
output a first response speech when the speech signal continues to be
silent in the given interval for a first period of time.” However, claim
1 does not identify what response speech is referred to by “the first
response speech” in this description.

Thus, the invention of claim 1 encompasses a broad range of entities
such as one that allows a speech output unit to output a response speech,
for example, “please,” “I beg your pardon?” or “I could not recognize
it.” in the case where “the given interval is set up when the keyword
is detected and the speech signal continues to be silent in the given
interval for a first period of time.”
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of PCT Article 6 in the description is that in order to respond to the
user at an appropriate timing and, as amatter of course, with appropriate
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the speechoutputunitasanaffirmative response (back-channeling) speech
in the casewhere “the given interval is set up when the keyword is detected,
and the speech signal continues to be silent in the given interval for
a first period of time.”

This opinion may be also applied to claims 6, 7 which are set forth
similarly to claim 1, and claims 2-5 referring to claim 1.

Therefore, this international search report on claims 1 to 7 covers
the scope supported and disclosed in the description, namely, those in
which “the first response speech” according to each claimed invention
is an affirmative response speech.
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