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This invention relates to a novel bracket for detachably
mounting a flashlight on a band supported firearm and
so that the flashlight is supported beneath the firearm
and substantially parallel to the axis of the barrel thereof
to illuminate an area toward which the firearm is pointed.

More particularly, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a two-part bracket including a part se-
cured to the firearm and a second part secured to the flash-
light and which bracket parts may be readily intercon-
nected for supporting the flashlight on the firearm and
disconnected for detaching the flashlight from the fire-
arm.

A further object of the invention is to provide a mount-
ing bracket which is so constructed and so disposed rela-
tive to a hand weapon and flashlight, when the bracket
parts are connected for supporting the flashlight on the
weapon, that the fingers of the hand gripping the weapon
will function as an obstruction to prevent disconnection
of the bracket parts.

Various other objects and advantages of the invention '

will hereinafter become more fully apparent from the
following description of the drawing, illustrating a pres-
ently preferred embodiment thereof, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view showing the as-
sembled bracket in association with a hand supported fire-
arm and flashlight; :

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken substantially along the lines 2—2 of FIGURES 1
and 3;

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
taken substantially along a plane as indicated by the line
3—3 of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional view
taken substantially along a plane as indicated by the line
4—4 of FIGURE 3, and

FIGURE 5 is an elevational view of one of the bracket
parts shown attached to the flashlight.

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the mount-
ing bracket in its entirety and comprising the invention
is designated generally 7 and includes two parts designated
generally 8 and 9.

The part 8 constitutes an elongated rigid hook shaped
hanger having a substantially straight flat shank end 10
which is adapted to be disposed against the inner edge of
the lower portion of the grip or stock 11 of a hand sup-
ported firearm, such as a revolver 12. The shank por-
tion 10 is secured against the lower part of the inner
edge 13 of the grip 11 by a single screw fastening 14
which engages through an opening 15 in the shank por-
tion 10. The hanger section 8 includes a lower shank
portion 16, forming an extension of the upper shank por-
tion 10, and which extends below the bottom surface 17
of the grip 11. The lower shank portion 16 supports a
forwardly offset upwardly extending hook portion 18
which is connected to the lower end of the lower shank
portion 16 by a bend portion 19. The upwardly extend-
ing hook portion 18 is substantially flat and is spaced for-
wardly from and disposed substantially parallel to the
shank portion 16. The bracket section 8 also includes a
connecting portion 20 which extends between the shank
portion 16 and the upper end of the hook portion 18, for
reinforcing the upper end of the hook po;ﬁon 18 to pre-
vent it from being bent relative to the shank portion 16.
The shank portion 16 is thickened on its rear side, which
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faces away from the hook portion 18, to provide an up-
wardly facing shoulder 21 at the upper end of the shank
portion 16. The shoulder 21 abuts against the bottom
edge 17 to cooperate with the fastening 14 to retain the
hanger bracket section 8 immovable on the grip 11.

The bracket section 9 includes an angular bar com-
posed of legs 22 and 23 which are disposed at a right
angle to one another and each of which is provided with
an opening 24 to receive a screw fastening 25. The leg
22, which is longer than the leg 23, bears against and ex-
tends substantially across the outer side of the rear end
wall 26 of the case 27 of a conventional flashlight 28, and
is secured thereto by its fastening 25 threadedly engaging
in said end wall 26. The shorter leg 23 bears against a
part of the cylindrical portion of the casing 27 and is
secured thereto by its threaded fastening 25 threadedly
engaging therethrough, as seen in FIGURE 3. The leg
22 has corresponding flanges 29 which extend along the
side edges of the end thereof which is located adjacent the
leg 23, and which flanges 29 are outwardly offset from
the plane of the leg 22 in a direction away from the cas-
ing wall 26. The flanges 29 are recessed to provide cor-
responding grooves 30 which open laterally toward one
another and which have open inner or lower ends 31 and
closed outer or upper ends 32, said closed ends being
located adjacent the leg 23 and the open ends being
located remote therefrom. The flanges 29 combine to
define a longitudinally slotted socket having an open
inner end located adjacent the axis of the flashlight to
receive the hook portion 18, and a closed outer end form-
ing a stop for said portion 18.

The spacing between the flanges 29 is less- than the
width of the hook portion 18 but greater than the width
of the connecting portion 20; and the width of said hook
portion 18 is slightly less than the spacing between the
bed portions of the two grooves or channels 30. Accord-
ingly, the hook portion 18 can be inserted upwardly into
the grooves or channels 30 for connecting the two bracket
sections 8 and 9 to one another for supporting the flash-
light 28 on the weapon 12 and with the flashlight disposed
beneath said weapon and substantially parallel to the
barrel 33 thereof. The side edge portions of the upper
end of the hook portion 18 abut against the closed upper
ends 32 of the grooves 30 to provide stops to limit the
extent that the bracket section 9 can be displaced down-
wardly and engaged with the bracket section 8 and so
that the weight of the flashlight 28 will retain the bracket
7 assembled when the flashlight is disposed beneath the
weapon, as seen in FIGURE 1. It will also be noted that
the portion 23 of the bracket section 9 is located only
slightly below the base 17 of the grip 11, when the bracket
sections are -assembled to mount the flashlight 28 beneath
the weapon 12. Accordingly, the little finger of the hand
used to grip the weapon 12 can bear on said portion 23
to effectively prevent accidental disengagement of the
bracket sections.

The mounting bracket 7 provides a practical means
for detachably mounting a flashlight on a hand supported
firearm and which is especially adapted for use by po-
licemen and other law enforcement personnel, to enable
such persons to hold a revolver or pistol and a lighted
flashlight with only one hand, leaving the other hand
free to search a prisoner or for other purposes. It will
also be readily apparent that the flashlight may be quickly
attached to or detached from the weapon 12. When the
flashlight and weapon are not in use, the bracket sec-
tion 8, attached to the weapon 12, will not interfere with
carrying of the weapon in a holster, and the bracket sec-
tion 9, secured to the flashlight 28, will not interfere with
carrying the flashlight in a garment pocket or other con-
venient carrying means.

Various modifications and changes are contemplated
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and may be resorted to, without departing from the func-
tion or scope of the invention as hereinafter defined by
the appended claims.

¥ claim as my invention: |

1. In combination with a conventional hand supported
firearm, such as a revolver, having a handgrip including a
forward edge, and a conventional flashlight including a
case having a rear end; a bracket for detachably mount-
ing the flashlight on the firearm comprising an elongated
rigid hook member forming a first bracket section and
having a shank disposed against and secured to said for-
ward edge and lengthwise thereof, said hook member
having an upwardly extending hook portion forming a
turned back extension of a lower end of the shank, said
hook portion being forwardly offset from the shank and
handgrip and having an upper end disposed below said
forward edge, a second bracket section secured to the
case of the flashlight and including a part disposed against
the outer side of said rear end and having an outwardly
offset elongated socket provided with an open end and
a partially closed end, said hook portion engaging detach-
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ably in said socket for supporting the second section on
the first section with said socket opening downwardly
for demountably supporting the flashlight on the firearm,
beneath and longitudinally thereof, said hook portion be-
ing so disposed relative to the handgrip that said second
bracket section can be connected to and disconnected
from the first bracket section only when the firearm is
not being supported by a hand gripping said handgrip.

2. In a combination as defined by claim 1, said open
end of the socket being disposed adjacent the longitudinal
axis of the flashlight case and the partially closed end of
the socket being located remote from said case axis.
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