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1
This invention relates to Improvements im:
latching mechanisms and more particularly re-
lates to a simplified and improved form: of lateh-
ing mechanism for use in locking a deck doer of
a rear deck or luggage ecompartment of an auto-
mobile. ‘
A ‘principal obiect of my invention-is to pro-

" vide a novel form of: deck lateh of a- sliding belt-

type arranged with a view toward utmost sim-

plicity i construction and convenience in: in- !

stallation and operation.

A further object of my invension is: fo: provide
a -novel and improved form of deck latch in-
cluding as main latching fever mounted for pivotal
and sliding movement, together with: a: degging
or Iateh retaining means holding the. latch when
in a latched position against unlatching move-
ment but permitting. further movement thereof.
in- a latching direction, and assuring that. the

rear deck will always be locked when the lagch~ ¢

ing ‘lever is in latching engagement. with the
striker, regardless of whether the: deck door is
fully closed.:

A further object of my:invention is to: pro-
vide a.latch.mechanism including a katching lever
together with dogging means for dogging said.
lever in a latching position, and automatically
shifting the said latehing lever imte a further
latched position upon: subsequent: relative move-
ment of the deck door toward the deek.

A further and more detailed object of my in-
vention.is to.provide a novel and efficient form of
latching mechanism. wherein the latching: lever
is.slidable and pivotally movable in a plane ger-

erally parallel to the plane of swing of the door, -

and. wherein latching: movement; thereof is con-
trolled by & key lever.parallel to:.the surface of
the door. ‘

These and other objects of my invention will
appear from time-to time as the following speci-
flcation proceeds and with reference: to the ae-
companying  drawings whereirn:

Figure 1 is a partial fragmentary lengitudinal
sectional view taken through the rear deck snd:
door of an gutomobile, showing one form in which
the latching mechanism of my invention may:bal
embodied; !

PFigure: 2'is an' end view of the latehing meeh-
anism looking toward the.euter end thereof:

Figure 3 is°a view in front elevation ef the
latehing mechanism looking in a plané generally
parallel to the plane of door swinging movement
and showing the latch mechanism in doer: clos-
ing position;

Pigure 4 is:a view In front elevation looking in
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the same plane as Pigure 3 and showing the
lateh mechanism in & door latching pasition;

Figure 5 is a front elevationsal view looking in
the same plane as Figures 3 and 4 and showing
the lateh mechanism’ in' door opening position;
and

Figure 6 is-an enlarged fragmentary front view
of a portion of the Iateh mechanism, and show=
ing certain details of the key lever.

In the embodiment of my invention iltustrated
in the drawings, reference character {8 in Figure
¥ indieates generally a rear deek of an aulomo-
bile having an upright declk pillar ¥, to. which
is secured @ striker or keeper (¥ as by rivets:
£3—13. The keeper 12 is herein shown s§ ex-
tending upwardly from: the deck pillar ti and as.
having an upper inwardly extending inclined por-
tionr 14, extending in the plame generally perw-
pendicular to the path of door: closing movemenst:
The inclined portion 4 has a rectangular aper-
ture- 1§ for receiving and guiding a downwardly
projecting nose 8 of a lateh: plate 1. 'The
aperture 5 is also- engaged by a latching lever
18 during door latching movement. - The latch-
ing lever-i¢ is pivotally and slidably mounted on
the latch plate 7T, as will hereinafter more slegr-
ly appear as this specification preceeds:

The: latch plate’ I'T is herein shown as being
mounted- within' and extending through a lock
housing 2f secured to and extending inwardly
from- & rear plate 22 of a doer 23.  The door 23
is hinged at its upper end to the car body  (not.
shown): and meves in a generslly vertical di-
rection: about the axis of its hingss during door
opening -and  closing movement,

The latch plate I'T may be stamped from a.
single sheet of steel, and the Iower margins there-
of ‘have inwardly extending flanged: portions. 24.
and 25, extending -therealeng and affording. a:
means to secure the: latch plate to the lock hous-
ing 71 of the door 23, . The fanged: portion 24 is.
herein shown as:extending downwardly glong and
around the:front end of the nose {§ je provide g
reinforeement. thevefor and. guide means guid-

-ing saidinose into engagement with: the: aperture

portion. k& of the keeper: £2 and holding said: noss.
from lateral and longltudinal mevement with rew
spect.to said keeper; The space between: the: ad-
jacent ends. of the flanges 24 snd 75 formg

» notch along which the latching lever {8 may

move, in & path controlled by a. dogzing lever 27,
pivotally. mounted: on: the opposite side: of said
lateh plate from said latching lever. The laich
plate 1T and nose. 1§ extend at an angle: generally
perpendicular to the plane of the ineclined. por=
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tion 14 of the keeper {2 and generally parallel to

the path of door movement and have a generally

upright portion 28 extending in a plane generally

parallél to the outer surface of the deck door 23

and having a key lever 28 pivotally mounted
- thereon.

The key lever 29 is suitably mounted on a rotat-
able member 30 pivotally mounted in the upright
portion 28. A squared operating rod 8 is pro-
vided to pivot said member 38 and the key lever
29 and extends within a-lock casing 33 for the
locking mechanism. The squared rod §{ may be

turned through the locking mechanism by a key
34, -

The key lever 29 has a depending and angularly
outwardly extending end portion 35 which ex-
tends through an elongated slot 38 in the plate
{7, to the outer side of said laich plate. The slot
38 is herein shown as being formed in the inclined
portion of the latch plate 17 and as having an
arcuate upper margin conforming to the path of
travel of the end portion 35. The end portion 35
extends through the slot 386 in o direction gen-
erally perpendicular to -the plane of said latch
plate and forms a latching or dogging support for
an engaging end 37 of a lever arm 38 of the dog-
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ging lever 27, and serves to hold said dogging.

lever in a dogging position when the key is re-
moved from the lock and the door is locked, and
during deor-closing movement. :

The key lever 29 ‘also has an upper arm 4§
extending thereirom and adapted to be engaged
by the free end 41 of g torsion spring 42, herein
shown 'as being mounted on two nibs 4543,
shown as being stamped to extend inwardly from
the upright portion 28 of the lock plate t7. The

- torsion spring 42 biases the key lever 28 in a coun-

30

terclockwise  direction into a -dogging. position -

against the right-hand side of the slot 38.

The dogging lever 2T is shown as being pivotally
mounted on a pivot pin 44, which may be riveted
or otherwise secured to a lateral extension 45 of
the latch plate 17 in a well-known manuer.” The
pin 44 may be a headed pin, to retain the dogging
lever 27 thereon and to pivotally mount said dog-.
ging lever on the outer side of the latch plate 17,
for movement in a plane generally parallel to the
path of door movement. - The dogging lever 21
has a dogging arm 47 extending angularly in-
wardly. and downwardly from the pin 44. - A
headed pin 49 is secured to said dogging arm at
its inner end and slidably engages an arcuate
slot §0:in the latch plate 17 the marginal ares
of .which are coaxial with the axis ‘of the pivot

" pin 44. The head of the pin 449 is spaced inwardly

from the inner side of the latch plate {7 and ex-
tends along the outer side of the latching lever
{9 while an intermediate portion of said pin slid-
ably - engages and upwardly opening slot 5
formed by a bifurcated upper end portion &2 of
said latching lever. The pin 48 serves to control
pivotal and sliding movement of the latching
member (8 during door-closing movement and
holds said latching member from movement in an

tnlatching - direction: after -the ‘door has been-

latched. The lever arm 47 and pin 48 also take up
on the latching lever 18 after the door is closed,
upon further movement of the:door toward a
closed position, and upon: attempts o open the
door when locked. T :

- The dogging lever 21 also has an upper inclined
" camming surface 38 on the end of its lever arm
- 39, which is engageable with-the underside of the

engaging end 35 of the key lever 29, upon open-
" ing of the-door, to cam said key lever against the
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soring 42, into position to engage the engaging
end 317, and hold said dogging lever in a dogging
position.

The latching lever i8 is pivoted intermediate
its ends on a pin 53, secured thereto, as by rivet-
ing, and extending outwardly therefrom through
a slot 54, Herein shown as extending along the

latch plate 17 in the direction of door-closing

movement. On the outer end of the pin 33 is
mounted a torsion spring 55, which may be suit=
ably secured at its inner end to a slotted portion
thereof (not shown). The free or outer end of
the torsion  spring 55 engages a. downwardly

"hooked nib 57, herein shown as being pressed

outwardly from the latch plate {7. The torsion
spring 55 thus urges the latching lever 19 to move
in a counter-clockwise- direction and also urges
the pin 53 to move toward the lower end of the
slot 54, and maintain a concave arcuate strike
surface 58 of the latching lever 18 into engage-
ment with an edge of the aperture i85 of the
keeper 12 when the latching mechanism is In a
door latching position with respect to said
keeper.

The laiching lever {9 terminates at its lower
end into a nose §8 which comes info engagement
with the outer or upper edge of the inclined por-
tion 14 of the keeper 12 during door clesing move- -

- ment, causing the latching lever to move upwardly

along the slot 84 against the spring 88, and atb
the same time to pivot about the pin 53 in a clock-
wise direction under control of the pin 48 on the
dogging ‘lever 2%, until the nose 68 of said latch--
ing lever has cleared the margin of the slot (3.
At this time said latching lever will pass through
said slot and the arcuate latching or strike sur- -
face B9 thereci will come into sliding engagement
with the inner or lower edge of the aperture (5
and hold the deck door from opening movement,
as long as the dogging lever is in the dogging

" position shown in Figure 3. - .

60
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It should here be understood that the tdrsion

‘spring 55 has been compressed by upward move-

ment along the slot 54 and urges the strike sur-
face §3 of the latching lever 19 into engagsment
with the lower margin of the slot {5 as long as
the dogging lever €7 is in a dogging position. - The
spring 55 reacting against the pin 42 thus acts as
a take-up to maintain said latching. levér. into
engagement. with said slot and-lock the door re-
gardless of how tightly the door may be closed,
as long as the nose 88 has passed through the
slot 15 and the strike surface 58 has coinez into
engagement with the inner or lower edge of .said
slot. This contact is maintained as door-closing
movement . is continued and when the door is
closed tight as shown by solid lines in ¥ig. 4, the -
latching lever {9 will remain in engagement with
the lower surface of the aperture-i& until the
door is opened by the key, to release the dogging
lever 27 from the key lever 28: ) o

If the door is not tight, the latching lever 13
will move downwardly -and the pin 53 will move
toward the lower end of the slot B4 uniil said
latching lever is in the position ‘shown: by solid
lines in Fig. 4. 'Thus, looseness ‘in the door is
continually taken up by the latching lever {9, up

- to within a predetermined distance,; compressing

the rubber door bumper or packing to an extent
determined by the amount of take-up provided:
This amount: of ‘take-up can be varied ‘by in-
creasing or decreasing the length of the slot 84,
Also if the door is locked and-it-is attempted to
pull it in an opening direction, the reaction:be-
tween the pin 49 and said lever will-be'in a direg-
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tion to force the strike surface 59 into tighter en-
gagement: with: the keeper 4.

In order to release the latehing lever 19 for
opening: of the deek door; the key 34 is.turned in
a, direction to turn the squared spindle: 3i and
key lever 29 in & clockwize direction to:release the
engaging end 37 of the lever arm 39 of the dog~
ging lever 27 from the key lever 28, as shown in
Figure 5. " Upon release of said lever, the. dogging
lever 21 and pin 8% will be free to pivol in =
counter-clockwise direction, and the pin 53 will
be free to move to. the lower end of the slot. B9,
The latching lever 19 is:then free to. pivot in a
clockwise direction against the torsion spring-55
and allow the door to:be opened. - 4s the door is.
opened, engagement of the arcuate strike surface:
59: with the lower edge of the apsrture {8 of the
keeper 14 will rotate the latching lever 19 in &
clockwise direction against the spring 55 as shewn:
in Fig. 5 until the engaging end 69 of said latch-
ing lever is free-from the keeper. At this time
the spring 5% will pivot:the latehing lever 19 in
8 counterclockwise direction to the latching poesi~
tion: shown in Fig. 3. - This will cam:the dogging
lever 27:in a clockwise direction.

‘When the-hand is removed.from the key 34 and
the.latching lever 19 is:released from:the slot. 15,

- upward movement.of the dogging lever 27 effected

by camming movement of the latching lever (9 in
a counterclockwise direction, will bring the in-
clined: camming surface 38-on the upper end of
the arm 39 into engagement with the under sur-
face of the engaging end 35 of the key lever.289,
and: pivot said key lever against the spring 42
until: the engaging end 35 passes. beyond the ad-
jacent end. of said key lever. At this. time: said
lever will be released and.the spring 42 will' move
the engaging end 35 of said lever into supporting
engagement with, the end 37 of the arm 38 of the.
dogging: lever 2T holding said dogging. lever-in a
dogging position.

It will: be. understood. that modifications. and
variations may be effected in this invention with-
out: departing from the scope: of the novel con-~
cepts thereof. .

I claim as my invention: ; :

1. In a deck latch for assoeiation: with a keepsr
and a cooperating deck door, a latching assembly
including a latch plate disposed .in:a plane gener-
ally- parallel to the path of swing of the door;, a key:
lever pivoted: thereon. and extending in’a plane
generally parallel to.the outer surface of the door,.
a dogging lever pivoted on: said:lateh plate and
releasably supported by said key:-lever in a dog-
ging ‘position, and- & latching: lever  pivotally
mounted on:said lateh plate intermediate its ends
for: slidable. movement in the plane of said plate
and in the directions of door movement: and hav-
ing a. strike surface. at one of its. ends’ and g
latching surface ‘extending. therefrom, said: dogw
ging: lever having sliding: engagement with: said
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latching lever-.on the.opposite side of -the pivotal

axis; of said latching lever: from: said: strike sur-
face and guiding movement of said ladching lever
into & latching position and helding said dogging
lever in a latching position during:door closing
movement and when.the door is ¢losed.

2.-In: a. deck latch for association with a deck
door.and keeper, a.latching assembly ineluding
a.lateh plate extending in g plane generally par-
allel to:the path.cf swing of the door, a key le-
ver pivotally mounted on one side of said lateh:
plate and having an.-engaging end portion ex-
tending to. the oppositeside. of said: latch plate
for movement . with, respect. thereto, a latching
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lever mounted on the same side of said plate
as. said key lever for- pivotal movement, in: the
plane: of said: plate, about an axis disposed in~
termediate its: ends; and for slidable movement
along' said -axis, said: latching lever having an
arcuate strike surface extending along one side
thereof and. in. one direction from its pivotal
axis, for-cooperation: with a keeper and having
an. opnosite slotted end portion, spring means.
urging- said latching: lever into’ position to e~
gage a keeper, a dogging lever pivoted on the
opposite: side of said: latch: plate from said lateh-
ing lever, a pin on said' dogging lever having
slidable engagement. with said slotted portion of
said latching lever and controlling movement
thereof,. said: dogging lever having s projecting
arm -having s lower surface: supportingly en-
gaged by said engaging end of said key lever-and
having .an opposite camming surface having
camming engagement with said key- lever, and
said strike surface of said latching lever mowv~
ing along the keeper upon door opening move-
ment camming said latching lever to move said
arm. of ‘said dogging lever past said engaging
end of said key lever; and spring means oper-
atively: connected with said key lever and mov-
ing: said key-lever into position for said: engag~
ing: end: to supportingly engage said arm: of said
key lever.. ‘

3. In & deck latch for association with a keeper
on:a. deck and a cooperating deck door, & lstch-
ing assembly including a. latch plate extending
irr'a plane generally parallel to the path.of the
swing of the:door, a latch lever extending along

; said latch: plate and pivétally mounted. thereon

intermediate ' its ‘ends . for slidable: movement
along: said latch: plate in. the directions. of door
opening and. closing .movements; said latching
lever having an engaging hose at one end there-
of, and a concave strike surface extending to-
wards -its pivotal: axis- for slidable engagement:
with the keeper, a spring urging said: strike sur-
face in. engagement with the keeper when the
door is:closed, a dogging lever pivotally mournt-
ed on:said latch plate; and having slidable en=
gagement: with the oppesite end of said Iatch~
ing lever from said nose and controlling the
path of movement of said latching lever when
moving -into a latching pesition, and holding
said' latching lever from movement in an un-
latching direction when said dogging ' lever - is
in 8 dogging position. and said latching lever iy
in: g latehing position with respect to the keeper,
and a key-lever releasably supporting said dog-
ging lever in a dogging position:

4. In a deck latch for association with a keeper
on: a deck and a cooperating deck door, a latch-
ing’ assembly including a latch- plate extending
in a direction generally parallel to the path of
swing: of  the door, a latching lever, a pivot pin
guided in said latch plate for rectilinear move-
ment. in the directions. of door movement and
pivotally mounting said latching lever on said
latch plate  for ‘movement about’ an - axis' dig-
posed intermediate its ends, said latching lever
having ‘an engaging end projecting from: the
Divotal axis thereof toward the keeper and hav-
ing a concave strike: surface extending upwardly
from said engaging end for latching engagement;
with: the keeper, a torsion spring operatively
connected ‘with- said pin: and urging said Iatch-
ing lever and arcuate strike surface into engage-
ment with- the keeper, a dogging lever pivoted
on: said: lateh plate and extending along the op-
posite :side: thereof from: said Ilatching member;
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~said latch plate having a slotted portion, a pin
on said dogging lever extending through said
slotted portion and having slidable engagement
with the. opposite end of said latching lever
from said’ strike surface, and. a key lever piv-
otally mounted on the same side of said latch
plate as said latehing lever and having a sup-
porting end  portion extending through said
lateh - plate - and having releasable supporting
engagement with said dogging lever, releasably
holding said dogging lever in a dogging position.
5. In a deck latch for association with a keeper
and a cooperating door, a latching assembly in-
‘cludinig a latch plate extending . in a direction
generally parallel to thé swing of the door and
having an upper angular extending portion ex-
tending in ‘s direction generally parallel:to .the
outer surface of the door, a key lever pivotally
mounted on said angularly extending portion of
said latch plate, a dogging lever pivotally mount-
ed on said portion of said latch plate extending
parallel to door swinging movement, said dogging
lever being pivotally mounted on said latch plate
at a point spaced from said key lever and hav-
ing a projecting arm having a lower surface sup-
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portingly engaged by said key lever and an op- :

posite .camming surface, having camming en-
gagement with said key lever and camming said

key lever into position to supportingly engage.

said dogging lever .upon door opening move~
- ment, a latching lever extending in the direc-
tion of door closing movement, a -slidable and
pivotal mounting for said latching lever on said
latch- plate, said latching lever having a nose

portion engageable with the keeper and an ar-

cuate strike surface extending upwardly: there-
from . having latching -engagement ~with - the
keeper upon closing of the door, and: also hav-
ing an upper slotted portion having slidable en~
gagement with said dogging lever, and moving
'sald dogging lever into a dogging position upon

30
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-door opening' movement when released from said -

_key lever, and said camming surface of said dog-
ging -lever pivoting -said key lever into- position
to supportingly engage-said dogging lever upon
movement of said dogging lever to a dogglng
position.

6. In a deck latch for assomatlon with a keeper -

and a cooperating deck door, a latching assem-
bly inecluding a latch plate disposed in a plane
generally  parallel to the path of swing of the
door and having a slotted guide extending there-
along in fhe direction of door movement, a pivet
pin guided for movement along said slot, a latch-
ing lever mounted on said pin intermediate its
ends, a torsion spring secured to said pin at one
of its ends and {o said latch plate at its oppo-

site -end and biasing s2id pin and latching lever

along said guide in a. direction toward the keeper
into position to engage the keeper, a dogging lever

* pivoted -on.the opposite side of said laich plate’

from. said latching lever, a pin on said dogging
lever extending

55
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through said latch plate and hav= .-

“ing slidable engagement with said latching lever -

.and guiding said latching: lever into a projected
latching position, said latching lever moving said

65

dogging lever toward a dogging position during -

door opening movement by -slidable engagement
of said pin therewith, a key lever pivoted on.said
latch plate and having releasable supporting en-

gagement with said dogging lever, spring means
“biasing said key-lever into position to engage said

dogging lever, and said dogging lever having a
camming face moving said key lever into posi-
tion: to ,sru,pportingly -engage said dogging lever

70

75
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upon pivotal movement of said dogging lever;
effected by movement of said latching lever in a
release direction upon door opening movement.
7. In a deck latch for association with a keeper
and a cooperating deck door, a latching assembly
including ‘a key lever, a pivoted dogging lever
releasably. engaged by said key lever and held
thereby in a dogging position, a latching lever
mounted intermediate its ends for slidable and
pivotal movement in the general plane of door
closing movement and having a strike surface
at one of its ends and a latch surface extend-
ing therefrom for latching engagement with the
keeper, said: dogging lever having slidable en-
gagement with said latching lever and guiding
movement of said latching lever into a projected
latching position during door closing movement
and maintaining said latching lever in engage-
ment with the keeper when the door is closed.
8. In g deck latch for association with a keeper
and a cooperating deck door, a latching assembly
including a latch plate extending in a plane gen-
erally parallel to the path of swing-of the door, a
key lever pivoted thereon and extending in a
direction generally parallel to the cuter surface
of the door, a dogging lever pivoted on said latch
plate, said key lever having means. thereon en-

gageable with said dogging lever for holding said -

dogging -lever in-a dogging position, a latching
lever mounted on . said latch plate intermediate
its ends for retractable movement upon striking
the keeper and for pivotal extensible movement
along the keeper into a projected position in the
general direction of door movement upon con-
tinued movement of the door toward the keeper,
said dogging lever having a guiding portion hav=
ing slidable engagement with said latching lever
on the oprosite side of the pivotal axis thereof

from the keeper and guiding. slidable movement

of said latching lever from a retracted to a pro-
jected latching position into engagement with the
keeper, and a torsion spring operatively connect-

_ed with said latching lever and biasing said latch-

ing-lever for pivotal movement into engagement
with the keeper and for rectilinear movement in

--a direction to take up on the latch upon engage-

ment of the latchlng surface thereof with the
keeper.

9. In a latch for asscciation with a door.and
a cooperating keeper, a latching assembly includ-
ing a lafch. plate extending in a plane generally

'parallel to the path of movement ‘of the door,
a-key lever: pivoted .on said latch plate, a dog- .

ging lever pivoted on said latch plate, a latching
lever mounted on said latch plate for pivotal

movement in the plane of said plate about:an .

axis disposed-intermediate its ends, and for slid-

able movement-along said plate in the direction-

of door-movement, said dogging lever having a
portion’ having slidable engagement with said

latching lever and slidably guiding said latching
lever into- & retracted ‘position. upon initial en-"

gagement with -the keeper and into a projected

latching - position ~into - engagement with the
keeper, and said dogging lever having an arm-’
" -projecting from the pivot thereof and having a
lower surface releasably engaged by said key lever
and holding said dogging lever in a dogging posi-

tion -and: having an opposite camming surface
having camming engagement with said key lever,
and-movement of said latching lever along the
keeper during door opening movement pivoting

said dogging lever into position to cam said key

lever by engagement of said camming surface
therewith into position o come into supporting

-
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engagement with said arm of said dogging lever.

10. In a latch for association with a door and
a cooperating keeper, a latching assembly in-
cluding a latch plate extending generally paraliel
to the path of swing of the door, a key lever piv-
otally mounted on said latch plate and extend-
ing generally parallel to the outer surface of the
door, a dogging lever pivotally mounted on said
latch plate, said key lever having an engaging
end portion pivotally movable to engage and hold
said dogging lever in a dogging position, a latch-
ing lever, a pin guided for slidable movement
along said latch plate and pivotally mounting
said latching lever on said latch plate for pivotal
movement about an axis movable in the direction
of door closing movement, and said dogging lever
having sliding engagement with said latching
lever at a point spaced from said pin and guid-
ing said latching lever from a retracted to a
projected position upon door closing movement,
and positively holding said latching. lever from
moving in a release direction after the door is
closed and until release of said dogging lever by
said key lever.

11. In a lateh for association with a keeper and
a cooperating door, a latching assembly includ-
ing a latch plate extending in a direction gener-
ally parallel to the path of swing of the door, a
key lever pivotally mounted on said latch plate
and extending generally parallel to the outer sur-
face of the door, a dogging lever pivotally mount-
ed on said lateh plate, said key lever being selec-
tively operable by a key to hold said dogging lever
in a stationary dogging position, a latching lever,
a slot extending along said latch plate in the
general direction of door movement, a pivot pin
extending from said latching lever and mounted
in said slot for slidable movement therealong, a
torsion spring connected with said pin at one
end and engaging said latch plate at its free end
and biasing said pin and latching lever along
said slot in a direction toward the keeper, said
latching lever having a slotted upper end.portion
having slidable engagement with said dogging
lever and having a depending nose retracting said

&
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latching lever upon striking engagement with &
keeper upon door closing movement, and also
having a recessed strike surface extending from
said nose and projected by said spring into latch-
ing engagement with the keeper upon further
door closing movement, and said latching lever
camming said dogging lever to a dogging position
by the reaction of said latching lever against the
keeper upon the release of said dogging lever to
accommodate opening of the door and upon door
opening movement.
12. In a latch for association with a keeper and
a cooperating door, a latching assembly including
a-latch plate extending in a direction generally
parallel to the path of swing of the door and hav-
ing a key lever pivotally mounted thereon, a dog-
ging lever pivotally mounted on said latch plate
at a point spaced remote from said key lever, said
key lever having an engaging end movable into
engagement with said dogging lever for selec~
tively holding said dogging lever in a dogging po-
sition, a slidable and pivotal mounting for said
latching lever on said latch plate, mounting said
latching lever on said latch plate for rotational
movement and for movement along said latch
plate into latching engagement with the keeper,
said dogging lever having means thereon having
slidable engagement with the opposite end of said
latching lever from the keeper and giiding said
latching lever for movement into a retracted po-
sition upon engagement thereof with the keeper
upon initial door closing movement and for move-
ment into a projected latching position into
latehing engagement with the keeper upon fur-
ther door closing movement, and spring means
connected with said latch plate and latching lever
and biasing said latching lever in a keeper en-
gaging direction,
EDWARD D. DALL. -

References Cited in the file of this patent

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Name
Bauer et al. _..._____
Lustig

Number
2,229,321
2,324,264

Date
Jan. 21, 1941
July 13, 1943



