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This: invention relates to. an athletic supporter
generally referred to as a jock strap. More par-
ticularly, my invention relates to the nevel inter-
relationship. of belt and sack elements of an
athletic supporter.

My invention: is directed to a jock strap con-
struction or athletic supporter comprising a sack
portion, a helt portion and leg straps in which
the elements are comhined in order to secure
maximum comfort and proper support during
violent: exereise, while effecting the. greatest
amount of economy in respect of the materials
entering into the combination. i

In suspensory bandages or supports known to
me, efforts have been. made to provide comfort. in.
attaching the sack to the supporting helt by
suspending elements following generally the line.
of the groin. These devices being intended: pri-
marily to alleviate g distressed condition, were.
not. designed. for protection during violent
exercise. Endeavors to accommodate such a de-

vice as known to me with angularly directed groin.
canforming supperts. invelved intricate braces.
and straps which introduced elements of cost.

with regard to workmanship and materials.
In the production of relatively inexpensive

athletie supporters: or jock straps involving

webbing constituting  the belt and a pouch por-
tion of fabric of knitted elastic material, or con-
structions intended to support a protective cup,
resort te elastic webbing of from. twa to three.
inehes in width embraced such material sections
of the body as to: be readily displaced, requiring

constant attention during violent exercise, to re-

position the pouch which the belt portion. sus-
pends, and which: becomes displaced. in exercise.
The: characteristic: gesture to: accomplish this re-
placement is well known.

Aceordingly, it.is an objeet. of my invention. to.

provide an. athletie. supporter in which a pouch.
member is supported by a relatively wide wehhing
and in which, comfort and. protection. are. pro-
vided, without. displacement during exercising.
Further objects of my invention reside in the pro-
vision of an.athletic supporter or jock strap made
of relatively wide webbing, in which. the pouch.
member- is supported: without any tendency to.
“creep’™ or he displaced, with a consequent dis-

comfort in the crotech, and without any tendency

of the: pouch. member to:collapse and. bind: within
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E 1 appears in the original patent but forms no part. of this
italics indicates the additions made by reissue

the creteh, assuring an envelopment of the organs
with preper support;, avoidance of accidental dis~
placement, while retaining simplification of con-
struetion and materials, to effect great economies
in workmanship and materials.

To attain these okjeets and: such further objects:
as may appear herein or be hereinafter pointed
out, I make reference to the accompanying draw
ing, forming & part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my invention
illustrated in the form in which it might appear
on. the torso of the wearer; '

Figure 2 is:a magnified plan view thereof, with:
the parts. flattened out to show the relative ar-
rangements; )

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspeetive view of
the belt webbing entering into the construction of
the embediment illustrated in Figures 1 and 2

Figure 4 is a plan. view of another embodiment
of my invention;

Figure 5.is a perspective view showing the em-
bediment. of Figure 4 upon the torso of a wearer;

Figure 6.is a plan view of a still further embodi-
ment of my invention;

Figure 7 is a.plan view of a still further em-
bodiment. of my invention;

Figure 8 is a plan view of an embodiment of my
invention comprising a combined suspensory and
jock strap;

Figure 9 is.a.plan view illustrating. my inventien
in the form. of an athletic supporter and pro-
tective cup holder;

Figure 10 is a section taken on the line (0—i0
of Figure 9. .

Making reference to the drawing, I have illus-~
trated in Figures 1 to:3, a jock strap (0. compris~
ing. a belt portion L{, preferably made of a rela-
tively wide webbing of elastic fabric approxi-
mately three inches in width in the guiescent.
state, with the elastic threads or cords in the

. warp direction. This is. well known webbing ma-.
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terial wherein elastic warp threads appear closer
together adjacent the selvage than along the
medial line: of the webbing. The appearance: of:
this. fabrie. is the same on both: sides.

. With. a: length of this webbing material: thus:
krovided, I form an angular or mitre fold
t2 adjacent: the mid-portion thereof, forming
branches. i3 and (4, angularly directed towards:
each. other and forming a. straight. edge: 15 com~
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mon to both branches, at an obtuse angle to the
edge 16 and an acute angle-to the edge {7 of the
webbing.

A fold of this kind will result in the edge 7
of the branch 13 appearing at the upper part
thereof and continuing to the bottom edge 18 of
the branch 14, Likewise, the edge 16 will be low-
ermost in the branch 13 and will be directed to
form the upper edge 19 of the branch 14. .

The oppositely directed apices 20 and 21 form
a triangular section 22 in overlapping relation-
ship. The mitre overlap and the angular direc-

10

-~ tion of the webbing to the edge 15 are calculated

i

to correspond to the distance between the left
and right groins approximately adjacent the
crest of the pubis, for purposes which will appear
more clearly as this description proceeds.

- The free edges 23 and 24 are joined at the
stitch line 25 and then covered with a reinforc-
ing tape 26 by stitching the same over the seam
formed by joining the edges 23 and 24 to each
other.

The section thus described forms a belt ele-

ment. .
I then provide a pouch 21, preferably made of
elastic knitted fabric having one or more elastic
cords knitted lenethwise or in a warp direction
adjacent the selvage edges 28 and 29. A form fit-
ting contour is given to the webbing of which
the pouch is made by seaming together af 3% ons
edge 31 of this fabric. The free edge 32 of the
pouch webbing is then stitched to the edge I% of
the belt element previously described by the stitch
lines 33 in overlapping relationship. - Over this
free edge a protective tape Is sewn to cover the
same and provide 3 facing. .
" The webbing of which the pouch 27 is formed
is likewise calculated to be of a width so that in
its auiescent condition it substantiallv corresronds
to the distance between the left and right groins
aporoximately adiacent the crest of the puhis.

I then provide lee straps 34 and 35, which are
preferably formed of elastic webbing. Elasticity
may be derived from rubber threads woven in
the warp direction of the webbing or by utilizing
knitted material or a knitted msaterial in which
elastic threads are employed. The lower termi-
nal edses 36 of the lex strans 34 and 35 are af-
fixed to the edge 31 of the pouch, the uppar edges
of which 3T—3T are »ffixed by stitching 32—23%
to the edges 16 and 18, resvectively, of the belt
element i1 in close adiscency to the onvosite ends
of the edge 15, defining the side edges of the
pouch,

-With a garment as thus provided, it will be
observed that the pouch portion first may be made
of a length of material which is shorter than
that heretofore deemed necessary since supvort
for the pouch is dire~fed along the groin. The
overlapping apices defining the trianglar sertion
22 act as a brace, holding the sack from “break-
ing” and therefore assure a form fitting contour
by spreading the sack adjacent the crest of the
pubis from the left groin to the right groin.

The downwardly directed segments 13 and i4
adjacent the bottom edges 16 and 18 are sup-
ported substantially in the groin, holding the belt
supported upon the hip hones and therebyv re-
Iieving the tension on the more sensitive abdom-~.
inal portions of the bodv between the crests of
the {lium, in the abdominal cavity. The ancu-
larly directed sectionis above the crest of the
pubis, immediatelv above the triancular section
22, are left unconfined by the belt portion so that
violent exercise will not tend to displace the sup-~
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port for the pouch or increase the tension, with
consequent discomfort to the wearer.

By angularly directing the branches 13 and (4
towards each other and affixing the same in over-
lapping position to the upper end of the pouch,
the abdominal pressure substantially above the
crest of the pubis is avoided and the displacing
tendency of the pouch is overcome.

By attachihg the belt webbing at an angle, to
have the apices overlapping and ecriss-crossed
over the longitudinal axis of the pouch, a cross
pull is effected, tending to cup the pouch into
form-fitting position about the organs and the
pubis.

In Figures 4 and 5 T have shown another em-
bodiment of my invention wherein the belt ele-
ment | la has its terminal edges 40 and 41 formed
with mitred edgés 42 and 43, respectively, to pro-
vide a suspending edge 15a for the sack 21. Here

_the apices 44 and 45 overlap to form the trian-

gular reinforcing section 46. Like parts are sim-
ilarly numbered as in the embodiment illustrated
in Pigures 1to 3. )

Tn this embodiment, substantially all of the
benefits of the embodiment illustrated in Figures
1 to 3 are achieved to a desree, with no seam
adjacent the back of the garment.

Tn Ficure 6 I have shown another embodiment
of my invention in which the belt 11b constitutes
an inelastic section 47. terminal edges of which,

" 88 and 49, are seamed to elastic segments 50 and

5, respectively. The sections 50 and 51 have
their t~rminal edges formed angularlv at 52 and

B3, with the apices overlapvoing to define the tri-
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ancular section 54, The overlapping angular ter-
minals 52 and 53 define a substantial straight
edge 55. to which the upper edee 32 of the pouch
27 is offixed by stitchine or the like.

In this embodiment, the suspension heretofore
emphasized is secured.. However, egreat economy
in elastiz wehhing is effected. While the web-~
bing A7 is made of inelastic material. the angu'ar
direction of the terminal portions 48 and 49, .
as secured by the sections 50 and 51, serves to
snspend the sack from the hips and the crest of
the iium, without discomfort and without stib~
stantial loss of supvort for the povch: The an-
évlar direction at which the terminal portions of
tha webbine is cut so that one side of the webbing

. wi'l ecorrespond substantially to one half of the

width of the pouch to which it is attached will
serve to secure a gentle uplift of the pouch and
an adeqnate anchorage of the garment over the .
hips and the crest of the ilium.

This type of construction, as well as my prior
described embodiments, make it unnecessary to
use e'astic at the top ed=e of the pouch since

. the form-fittine anality adiacent this portion of
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the body between the groins is secured.

Tn the embodiment illustrated in Figure 7, T
have shown a belt portion Iic formed of inelastic
webbing Ia, formed at the front with mitre
edges for each branch, in accordance with the
form shown in Figure 4, the opposite edges of
each branch leaving rectangular terminal edges
56 and 57 at the rear, to which an elastic sec-
tion 58 may be affixed by stitching along the
seam lines 59 and 68, to opposite ends thereof.

In this view, like numerals are applied to parts
corresponding to those in the prior embodiments,
and therefore, further reference will not be made
to the manner in which the lower edge of the"
pouch 21 is affixed by the leg straps to the belt
portion. « - S - Serno

In this construction the pouch 27T has its upper




s: i
edge 82 stitched to.the: edge 152 formed: by the:
mitre. fold; as:in: the emhodiment illustrated: inx
Pigure 2: Tt will be understood; however, that:
the left and. right branches: forming the belt; ele-
ment Ilc may- be: two separate: sections: of the.
webbing, to: provide. overlapping: apices defining
a triangular section: 22a.

Tn: the embodiment: illustrated: in Figure: 8;
T have shown a combination jock strap: and
suspensory wherein: the pouch. 21a: is provided:
with the usualopening 61.

In all other respects, this construction may.
embody the suspension: for-the pouch: by: forming.
the belt portion. thereof in: accordance with any
one of the forms: previously: described, whether
a mitre: fold is used for: the entire belt; as. illus-
trated. in Figure 3, the overlapping apices. as
"shown: in. Figure: 4, or- the combination. of in-
elastic webbing ang elastic: webbing; as: showx:
and: described in. connection: with: Figures: 6
and'7.

In Figures 9 and: 10 I have illustrated an ath-.
letic supporter in accordance with: my invention;
where used.to hold: a protective: cup. In this
construction, the pouch portion: 2Th. is formed
from double~layered material 62 and 63 defining
a pocket 64, into. which may be disposed a.pro-
tective cup 65 through the opening 66. The

fabric of which the sections: §2 and 63 are formed

is preferably inelastie: material, such as: Canton:
flannel.

The general construction: of pocket.and cup: is.
preferably of the type: shown in my Patent: No.
2,266,062, granted; December 16, 1941. . The inner
layer 62 has its terminal edge: 6T affixed to: the
lower edge (5a of the belt Pla. which, in all
respects, may follow: the construction referred
to in connection with the embodiment illustrated
in Figure 4. 'The straps 34 and 35 may be affixed
to the pouch and belt, as in the prior embodi-
ments: o -

Tn the embodiment. illustrated: in: Figures. 9
and 10, the suspension for the pouch, as effected
by the belt construction which T have devised
serves. to. center the pouch: and hold the pro-
tective: cup in centered position between. the
grons by the tension which: is applied to the
left and right. edges of the pouch, drawing
these edges into the groin and about the
protective cup located in: the pocket of the pouch,
in accordance with this embodiment.

Tt will be observed that in the embodiment
llustrated in Figure 4, and which may be ap-
plied in whole or .in part to the embodiments
illustrated in Pigures 7, 8 and 9, wherein the
webbing of the waistband or belt is formed with
a suspending edge for the sack defined by the
mitred edges of the waistband or belt elements
at this point, that the degree of overlap of the
apices 45 and 46 formed adjacent the suspend-
ing edge for the sack determines the degree of
reinforcement. Whi'e contiguous arrangement
of the apices will provide a suspending edge for
the sack, the overlap is increased as reinforce-
ment may be found necessary, and where the
diagonal pull to secure a form-fitting effect is
to be increased, the maximum limits being se-
cured where a mitre fold is made in accordance
with the embodiment illustrated and described
in connection with Figure 3, wherein a con-
tinuous length of webbing is provided at least
adjacent the upper edge of the sack. = :

Tt will further be observed that where the
scrotum sack is made of elastic fabrie, described
as preferred in the embodiments illustrated in
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Pigures I to: 8; with the elasticity in: a. vertical
direction, the angular distension in the. direction
of the groin; as effected by the waistband: or belt.
element, serves as an accessory to the. elastieity:
of the serotum sack or pouch, and where the:
waistband' or belt is made of elastic. webbing,
the distension in the fabric. of the pouch or sack
is: minimized, with greater comfort. te.the wearer.
It will further  be: observed that. by my con-
struction torsional displacement. of the waist-
band: or belt. elements from a predetermined
angular position is: avoided and the desired
position maintained by the webbing mitred edges
serving as a suspension for- the upper edge of
the. pouch or sack in that the edges of the web-
bing and the upper edge of  the pouch or sack
cooperate with each other and the leg: straps
to. direct the. stresses in a. direction: to balance
the: forces ho'ding the device in position. The
supporter is. therefore held in position against
ready- displacement in a simp'e manner, involv-
ing- the: minimum amount of labor and effecting
economy-of materials in the assembly.
< In general; it will be observed that I have pro-
vided an: athletic supporter which: is:easily manu-
factured and: effects considerable economies in
material, which has highly desirable attributes
ity the: comfort it provides for its intended pur-
pose, holding the organs enveloped, with the
proper distribution of elasticity between: the: re-
lated immovable parts of the body and the crests
of the ilium, whereby violent exercising may be
praeticed while wearing:-the garment, with & min-
imum tendency for displacement: and consequent.
discomfort and annoyance. \

Having thus described my invention and illus-
trateg its use, what T elaim as new and: desire
to secure by Letters Patent: isv

1. An athletie supporter comprising a waist-
band or: belt element of relatively wide elastic:
webbing, the frontal portion whereof is defined
by: downwardly; angwarly direeted® branches
formed of said webbing [material}, said angu--
larly: directed branches: overlapping: and criss-

. crossing each other and defining a continuous

edge-common: to both branches along an obliguely
directed section: transverse: of the webbing; along
which continuous edge the sections are united:

by stitches, leaving the overlapping end criss-

crossing: portions above the ecommon edge sub-
stantially: free jor- relative movement of one
branelt to the other along the-length of the web—
bing, a [sack or] pouch, the upper edge of which
is affixed to said continuous edge of said branch-
es, and leg straps connecting the lower portion

«of said pouch to said waistband, to direct the

stresses holding the supporter in position to have
the criss-crossed portions exert an elastic pull
along the length of the webbing on the opposite
upper. ends of the pouch, tending to cup the
pouch into form-fitting position about the or-
gans and the pubis.

2. An athletic supporter comprising a walist-
band or belt of relatively wide elastic. webbing
having a mitre fold directing said webbing ad-
jacent the frontal portion thereof into angularly
directed branches following generally the line
of the groin, and forming a fold transverse to
the axial line of the body of the wearer, the over-
lapping and criss-crossing portions above the folgi
line being substantially free for relative move-
ment of one branch to the other, Land] a pouch
[or sack], the upper edge of which is affixed %o
said fold, and leg straps for the opposite end of
said pouch, the angularly directed branches be-
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ing substantially free of‘each otHer ‘above the

fold to. effect. a criss-crossed elastic pull upomn:

the opposite edge portions of said pouch, tend-.

ing substantiolly to cup the pouch by the elastic:

pull into form-fitting position about the orguns.

£3. In an athletic supporter, a waistband in-+

cluding at its frontal portion a mitre fold, direct<
ing said waisthand adjacent the frontal portion
thereof -in an angular direction, and 4 sack or
pouch fastened adjacent said fold.J -

4. In an athletic supporter comprising a-

waistband or belt of webbing and a sack ‘cor

pouch fastened-at an edge thereof in which said:

waisthand or belt comprises a mitre fold angu-
larly to direct branches adjacent said fold along
lines substantially parallel to the groin,]

5. In an athletic suppcrter comprising a waist~
band or belt of elastic webbing and a sack or
bouch of elastic materials, Lof] means to suspend
said pouch from said waistband comprising a
mitre fold providing an edge transverse to the
groin, the webbing above the fold being sub-
stantially free for relative movement in distend-
ing the elastic webbing along the length of the
webbing, the fold being extended for a width sub-
stantially equal to the width of the pouch across’
the groin, to which fold the upper edge of said
sack -or peuch is affixed, leaving the waistband

free to-effect a criss-crossed pull to the opposite: -

edges of the pouch.’

- [6. In an athletic supporter comprising: a
waistband and a sack or pouch supported there-
from, the combination whereof having the waist-
band of relatively wide webbing formed adjacent
the frontal portion thereof with angularly di-
rected apices defining an edge co-terminous with
the width of the upper edge of the pouch and to
which said pouch is affixed.J

[7. An athletic supporter in accordance with
claim - 6 wherein a portion of said webbing is
formed of elastic fabric.]

I8. An athletic supporter in accordance with
claim 6 in which a portion of the webbing of the
waistband adjacent the pouch is formed of elastic
fabric.} ‘

9. An athletic suppvorter comprising a pouch
and a waistband for be't element] of relatively
wide -elastic webbing [,] formed adjacent the
front - thereof ‘into -angularly, downwardly di-
rected branches, each of said branches Lhaving]
terminating in angularly directed edges, - the

apices of which overlap to an exrtent correspond-~-
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ing substantially to the width of the upper: edge:
of the pouch, defining an edge transverse to the.
groin and having the upper edge of said [al’
pouch [, the upper portion of which is] affixed
to the edge of said waistband [aforementioned]
outlined by the -overlapping branches of the
waistband, to leave the upper section above the
transverse edge substantially free for relative
movement along the length of the webbing, the
overlapping. apices effecting a criss-crossed, un-
restrained elastic pull over the longitudinal axis:
of the pouch, tending to cup the pouch into form-
fitling position about the organs. -
~[10. An athletic supporter comprising a waist-
band, the frontal portion whereof is formed into
downwardly and angularly directed branches fol-
lowing ' generally the lines of the groin, said
branches ‘terminating into mitred sections, the.
apices of which overlap and provide an edge
transverse to the groin to which the pouch por-
tion is affixed, the overlapping apices reinfore-
ing the upper edge of said pouch and being co-
terminous with said edge.] ‘

[1l. The combination in accordance with
claim 10 wherein said webbing inciudes an elas-
tic insert.] . : .

[[12.:An athletic supporter comprising a waist-
band or belt element of re'atively wide webbing,

- the frontal portion thereof being downwardly di-
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rected providing spaced. branches terminating in
mitred edges, the apices of which overlap and
define an edge substantially transverse to the
groin and a pouch, the upper portion of which is
affixed to said edge, the lower portion of which
pouch having connected thereto leg straps affixed
to the lower edge of said waistband in close ad-
jacency to either side of said pouch.y -
FRANCIS H. MONTMARQUET.
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