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57 ABSTRACT 
Paper handkerchiefs pack having a stack of folded 
handkerchiefs 3 enclosed on all sides by a foil envelope 
2. The handkerchiefs 3 have a fold which has an edge 6 
at the outside of the folded handkerchief that lies free 
with the two edges 7, 8 extending from it, one of these 
edges 7 running in the middle of the longitudinal extent 
of the surface of the handkerchief from one longitudinal 
edge thereof to the other longitudinal edge thereof and 
the other of these edges running along a longitudinal 
edge of the folded handkerchief. To form a dispenser 
opening, a line of weakness 4 is provided which extends 
over the middle of the broad upper surface 5 of the foil 
envelope. 

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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TISSUE PACK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a paper handker 

chiefs pack with a stack of folded paper handkerchiefs 
enclosed on all sides by a foil envelope, this foil enve 
lope having a line of weakness running only over the 
broadside surface of the foil envelope following the 
extent of the surface of the folded paper handkerchiefs. 
The envelope of paper handkerchiefs packs is to pro 

vide good protection not only in the closed condition of 
the packs, but also over a long period of time after the 
foil envelope has been broken open and the paper hand 
kerchiefs are removed from the casing as needed. Since 
the paper handkerchiefs packs are generally carried 
during this time in pockets of outer clothing or in 
purses, they are subject to various mechanical stresses 
that can cause the handkerchiefs to be crumpled or fall 
out of the foil envelope, and there is furthermore a risk 
that the handkerchiefs will become soiled as soon as the 
foil envelope has been opened by breaking a dispenser 
opening. 

It is also important that the handkerchiefs be able to 
be dispensed in a simple way because it is often neces 
sary that a handkerchief be quickly available for use. 
Paper handkerchiefs packs are known in which the 

desire for easy dispensing of the handkerchiefs is met by 
providing a large dispenser opening, for example, a line 
of weakness with which the foil envelope in the area of 
its short, narrow side can be separated or opened by 
creating a flap. However, such a dispenser opening 
design has the disadvantage that in the course of usage 
of such packs the individual handkerchiefs can easily 
fall out of the foil envelope and are subject to relatively 
high risk of soiling. There is also known another paper 
handkerchiefs pack which has a line of weakness run 
ning in the middle area of the broadside surface of the 
foil envelope to form a dispenser opening, but the desire 
for easy dispensing of the handkerchiefs from the foil 
envelope is met only unsatisfactorily by this known 
pack because the fold of the handkerchiefs considered 
for this known pack often makes it difficult to take out 
them through the dispenser opening. For example, one 
fold was considered in which a narrow edge strip lying 
on the handkerchiefs at a longitudinal edge of the folded 
handkerchiefs is to be grasped through the dispenser 
opening to remove the handkerchief from the foil pack 
through this opening. However, it is often difficult to 
grasp the edge strips because they lie relatively tightly 
on the handkerchiefs and are held over a certain length 
in the foil envelope outside the area of the dispenser 
opening. 

Prior art in the field of dispensers and folded tissues is 
exemplified by: 

Watkins U.S. Pat. No. 3,272,385 
Doyle U.S. Pat. No. 3,173,537 
German Patent Application No. 2 512 140 
German Patent Application No. 1953 831 

Watkins teaches a tissue dispenser box having a cen 
tral hole, and a valve flap which can be moved down 
wardly into the box as the box is emptied of tissues. 
Doyle teaches a dispenser for photo-sensitive paper, 
including a cardboard box having an inner light-proof 
envelope. DE-OS No. 1953 831 teaches a hermetically 
sealed plastic package with a cardboard insert in the top 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
of the package for dispensing tissues therethrough. 
DE-OS No. 2 512 140 teaches Z-folding of tissues, 
which are then laid double and fourfolded. 
The present invention avoids the necessity for mul 

timaterial packages such as Doyle's, as well as the prob 
lems associated with large carboard dispenser boxes as 
taught by Watkins. 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

It is the principal object of the present invention to 
provide a paper handkerchiefs pack which ensures 
good protection for handkerchiefs still remaining in the 
foil envelope after opening and which also permits sim 
ple and problem-free dispensing of the handkerchiefs so 
that they will be available for use quickly when needed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invented paper handkerchiefs pack is character 
ized by a combination of the following features: 

a. The handkerchiefs have a fold whereby a corner at 
the outside of the folded handerchief lies free with the 
two edges extending from the corner, one of these edges 
running substantially in the middle of the longitudinal 
extend of the surface of the folded handkerchief from 
one longitudinal edge thereof to the other longitudinal 
edge thereof, while the other of these two edges runs 
along a longitudinal edge of the folded handkerchief, 
this fold being formed by a Z-shaped preliminary fold, 
the fold lines of which are parallel to each other and 
edge-parallel (square), and there is successive folding 
twice around fold lines running perpendicular to the 
aforementioned fold line. 

b. The line of weakness runs over the middle of the 
broad upper surface of the foil envelope and preferably 
follows the edge of a geometrical surface figure on the 
surface extending over the middle of the broadside 
surface of the foil envelope. 
The objective of the invention is achieved quite well 

with the invented structure. The paper handkerchiefs 
pack of the invention results in good protection of hand 
kerchiefs, and permits easy dispensing thereof, and the 
simplicity of this concept permits realization at low cost 
with the further advantage that each handkerchief 
opens up automatically on dispensing. The line of weak 
ness can run along a straight line or follow a bent curve. 
Dispensing is facilitated by the preferred embodiment in 
which the line of weakness or perforation line follows 
the edge of a geometrical surface figure on the upper 
surface of the foil envelope, and generally centered 
therein. 

It is advantageous to have the line of weakness run 
along an oval or curve circumscribing the middle of the 
broad top surface of the foil envelope. Alternatively, 
other geometrical figures on the surface such as a trian 
gles, rectangle, polygon, or star can also be utilized for 
forming the dispenser opening. It is also beneficial when 
the edge of a line of weakness following the geometrical 
surface figure leaves a small portion of the periphery of 
this geometrical surface figure unweakened, so that, 
when the line of weakness is pierced, a flap will be 
created that is attached to the envelope and lies in the 
middle of the dispenser opening. 
This measure can also improve protection of the 

broken pack against soiling of the remaining paper 
handkerchiefs in the pack. It is also advantageous to 
maximize ease of opening of the flap for dispensing 
when the portion of the periphery of the geometrical 
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surface figure left unweakened or unperforated lies in a 
zone of this geometrical surface figure that is adjacent 
to one of the shorter side edges of the broad top surface. 

For easiest manipulation on dispensing and in the 
interests of good stability of the foil envelope, it is fur 
ther advantageous to have the line of weakness define 
an oval the longitudinal extent of which runs in the 
direction of the longitudinal edge of the broad top sur 
face. An advantageous development is provided when 
the oval has a greater width and a greater radius of 
curvature at one end than at the other, so that it will 
assume a profile similar to that of an egg. 
A further embodiment showing particularly good 

properties with respect to the first opening procedure of 
the foil envelope and also a simple covering of the dis 
penser opening by at least one flap attached to the edge 
of said opening and therewith a good protection of the 
handkerchiefs being in the opened foil envelope against 
soiling is characterized in that the line of weakness runs 
along three geometrical line sections, two of said line 
sections lying spaced side by side and the third line 
section connecting said two first mentioned line sections 
and extending approximately perpendicularly thereto, 
so that these line sections form together approximately 
the shape of a “I”, “H” or 'C'. A dispenser opening 
may be formed by the first opening procedure of the foil 
envelope by simple pressing down the line of weakness, 
said opening allows a good access for grasping the 
transverse edge of the free corner of the topmost hand 
kerchief and being provided with one or two flaps at 
tached to the edge of the dispenser opening, which flaps 
lie down automatically or by simple stroking across it 
onto the dispenser opening after withdrawal of a hand 
kerchief, so that the dispenser opening is protected well 
against soiling. 
For the first opening of the foil envelope and for 

covering the dispenser opening it is favourable, when 
the line sections each run along a straight line. Further 
more it is advantageous when the third line section lies 
approximately parallel to the longitudinal sides of the 
foil envelope above the edge of the topmost handker 
chief of the pack which edge crosses the middle of the 
broad top surface of the foil envelope. 
As mentioned, the paper handkerchiefs, which are 

withdrawn from the dispenser opening in the middle of 
the broad top surface of the inventive paper handker 
chiefs pack by grasping a handkerchiefs edge running 
from one longitudinal edge to the other, open up auto 
matically and are thus available for use in the opened-up 
form usually desired for use. Sometimes, however, it is 
desired that the handkerchiefs still be folded on removal 
from the foil envelope. For this purpose one embodi 
ment of the paper handkerchiefs pack of the invention is 
characterized in that, besides the line of weakness run 
ning over the middle of the broad upper surface, the foil 
envelope has another line of weakness that on breaking 
open forms a dispenser opening that frees the front end 
of the stack of handkerchiefs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is explained in more detailed examples 
that are represented schematically in the drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of one embodiment of the 
paper handkerchiefs pack according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 shows the first stage of the folding of the 
paper handkerchief as required to form the pack ac 
cording to the invention. 
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4. 
FIG. 3 shows the second stage of the folding of the 

paper handkerchief as required to form the pack ac 
cording to the invention. 
FIG. 4 shows the third stage of the folding of the 

paper handkerchief as required to form the pack ac 
cording to the invention. 

FIG. 5 shows the dispending of a paper handkerchief 
from a pack according to the invention. 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the top surface of an embodi 

ment of the pack of the invention, showing a circular 
perforation in closed condition and a second perforation 
for end opening of the pack. 
FIG. 7 is a plan view of the top surface of an alterna 

tive embodiment of the pack of the invention showing 
an ovate perforation in closed condition. 
FIG. 8 is a plan view of the top surface of another 

alternative embodiment of the pack of the invention 
showing a triangular perforation. 
FIG. 9 is a plan view of the top surface of still another 

alternative embodiment of the pack of the invention, 
showing a star-shaped perforation. 
FIGS. 10, 12 and 13 are plan views of embodiments 

of packs of the invention in which the line of weakness 
of the foil envelope runs along line sections forming 
approximately the shape of a “I”, “H” or “C”. 
FIG. 11 shows the pack of FIG. 10 in opened condi 

to. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The paper handkerchiefs pack 1 shown in FIG. 1 has 
a foil envelope 2, which is an all-around enclosure of a 
stack of folded handkerchiefs 3. These handkerchiefs 
are indicated in FIG. 1 by dotdash lines. To form a 
dispenser opening, the foil envelope has a line of weak 
ness 4 arranged on the broad upper surface 5 of the foil 
envelope 2. This broad top surface follows the extent of 
the surface of the folded handkerchiefs 3. These hand 
kerchiefs 3 have a first fold whereby a corner 6 at the 
outside of the folded handkerchieflies free with the two 
edges 7, 8 extending from it. The edge 7 runs substan 
tially in the middle of the longitudinal extent of the 
surface of the folded handkerchiefs from one longitudi 
nal edge to the other thereof, and the edge 8 runs along 
a longitudinal edge of the folded handkerchief. 
As FIGS. 2 to 4 show in detail, this special fold of the 

aforementioned paper handkerchiefs pack is produced 
from a Z-shaped preliminary fold 10, which is shown in 
FIG. 2. The fold lines 11, 12 of this preliminary fold run 
parallel to one another and parallel to the edges 14, 15 
of the handkerchief. This preliminary fold is thereafter 
folded twice more. The first of these folds around a fold 
line 16 running perpendicular to the fold lines 11, 12 
results in the structure shown in FIG. 3, which is folded 
again around a fold line 17, which line also runs perpen 
dicular to the fold lines 11, 12. This gives the final struc 
ture shown in FIG. 4. As already mentioned, a corner 6 
of the handkerchief lies free with the two edges 7, 8 
extending from it on the outside of the folded tissue 3 
with the edge 7 running substantially in the middle of 
the longitudinal extent of the surface of the handerchief 
3 from one longitudinal edge 18 thereof to the other 
longitudinal edge 20 thereof and the other edge 8 of the 
corner 6 runs along the longitudinal edge 20. 
The line of weakness 4 is located approximately in the 

middle of the broad upper surface 5 of the foil envelope 
2, following the perimeter of a geometrical surface 
figure (shown as an oval in the case in FIG. 1) extending 
over the middle of the broad upper surface 5 of the foil 
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envelope 2. This geometrical surface figure could also 
be a circle, a triangle, a rectangle, a polygon or a star or 
the like. Simple pressure on the line of weakness 4 can 
create a dispenser opening 22 which permits easy grasp 
ing of the edge 7 of the topmost handkerchief of the 
stack so that, as FIG. 5 shows, the edge 7 can be drawn 
in a simple way out of the dispenser opening 22, 
whereby the handkerchief opens up automatically on 
withdrawal, and is thus immediately ready for use. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the line of weakness 4 can extend 

over the full periphery of a geometrical surface figure, 
and a piece of foil corresponding to the geometrical 
surface figure can be separated in this case by pressing 
in the line of weakness 4 and the handkerchiefs lie open 
under the dispenser opening so formed. As provided in 
the embodiments in FIGS. 6 and 7, however, a small 
portion 24 of the periphery of the geometrical surface 
figure selected is left unweakened, so that, when the line 
of weakness 4 is pierced, a flap 25 is formed, which 
remains attached to the foil 2, and covers the dispenser 
opening created when the line of weakness is pierced. It 
is advantageous here for manipulating the pack on dis 
pensing the handkerchiefs that the portion 24 of the 
periphery of the geometrical surface figure left attached 
to the foil pack lies in a zone of this geometrical surface 
figure which is adjacent to one of the shorter side-edges 
26 of the broad upper surface 5. If the line of weakness 
4 follows a triangle, a rectangle or a polygon, the Zone 
24 can correspond to one side of the geometric surface 
figure. If the line of weakness follows a bent curve, zone 
24 will lie between the end points thereof. 

If the line of weakness 4 follows an oval, it will be 
advantageous if, as also in the embodiments according 
to FIGS. 1 and 7, the longitudinal extent of the oval 
runs in the direction of the longitudinal edges 28 of the 
broadside surface 5. As mentioned above, it is also ad 
vantageous here if the oval has a greater width and a 
greater radius of curvature on one side 29 than on the 
other side 30, thus giving a profile similar to that of an 
egg, as can be seen in FIG. 7. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the foil envelope 
2 has, besides the line of weakness 4 running over the 
middle of the broad upper surface 5 and following the 
edge of a circle, another weakening line 32 running 
close to a short narrow side 33 of the foil envelope and 
forming a dispenser opening at the front end of the 
paper handkerchiefs stack when pierced. The handker 
chiefs can be removed still folded from this dispenser 
opening and removal of the handkerchiefs from this 
dispenser opening can also be easily carried out with 
one hand. 

In the pack shown in FIGS. 10 and 11 the line of 
weakness 4 runs along three geometrical line sections 
41, 42, 43, the line sections 41, 42 being provided spaced 
side by side and the third line section 43 connecting the 
two line sections 41, 42. The third line section 43 lies 
approximately perpendicularly to the line sections 41, 
42 and the three mentioned line sections form together 
approximately the shape of a "I'. By simple piercing the 
line of weakness 4 the foil envelope 2 can be opened 
creating thereby a dispenser opening 22 (see FIG. 11), 
which opening allows to grasp easily the edge 7 of the 
topmost handkerchief of the stack. The respective 
handkerchief can be withdrawn by pulling out the edge 
7 of the handkerchief from the dispenser opening of the 
pack. The handkerchief opens automatically and is 
available simultaneously for use. 
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6 
Flaps 45 depend on the opposite edges of the dis 

penser opening 22, which flaps together cover the dis 
penser opening created by piercing the line of weakness 
4. By the elasticity of the foil material normally these 
flaps 45 lie down again upon the dispenser opening after 
removal of a handkerchief from the pack and cover said 
opening, so that the paper handkerchiefs within the foil 
envelope are protected against soiling. If the flaps 45 do 
not come by their own elasticity in a position covering 
the dispenser opening 22 after removal of a handker 
chief a simple wiping across the flaps will be sufficient 
so as to bring them into the position covering the dis 
penser opening 22. The run of the joining edges 46 of 
the flaps 45 and the line section 43 respectively, along 
which the foil envelope has been divided with creating 
the edges 46, in longitudinal direction of the pack 1, 
which is provided at this embodiment, allows to open 
and close the flaps 45 by a very simple manipulation for 
further removing operations of handkerchiefs. The rec 
tilinear run of the line sections 41, 42, 43 and of the line 
of weakness 4 respectively also facilitates the first open 
ing procedure of the foil envelope by piercing it along 
the lines of weakness. 

In the variant of embodiment shown in FIG. 12 a run 
of the line of weakness 4 similar to that of embodiment 
of FIG. 10 is provided, however, the third line section 
43 meeting the two line sections 41, 42 which lie spaced 
side by side at opposite ends of the line sections 41, 42, 
so that the three line sections 41, 42, 43 form together 
approximately the shape of a "C". In this case a dis 
penser opening is obtainted by opening the pack by 
piercing the line of weakness. Said opening is covered 
by a single flap 48. This embodiment allows to close the 
dispenser opening by a more simple manipulation than 
in case of the embodiment according to FIG. 10 when 
the dispenser opening is closed after withdrawal of the 
paper handkerchief from the pack, if the elasticity of the 
foil material for putting back the flap 48 will not be 
sufficient and this flap is to be laid over the dispenser 
opening by wiping across. Also in this embodiment the 
third line section 43 to which the line of weakness 4 
follows and therewith also the edge 49 of the flap 48 
runs in longitudinal direction of the pack. 

In the variant shown in FIG. 13 the line of weakness 
4 runs along three line sections 41, 42, 43 forming to 
gether approximately the shape of a "H'. In this case 
the two spaced line sections 41, 42, which lie side by 
side, run in logitudinal direction of the pack and the 
third line section 43 connecting the two line sections 41, 
42 runs transversally thereto. By piercing the line of 
weakness 4 a dispenser opening can be formed which 
similar to the embodiment of FIG. 10 can be covered by 
two flaps 50 depending from opposite edges of the dis 
penser opening. 
SUMMARY OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

From the foregoing, it is readily apparent that I have 
provided a paper handkerchiefs pack which ensures 
good protection for handerchiefs still remaining in the 
foil envelope after opening and which also permits sim 
ple and problem-free dispensing of the handkerchiefs so 
that they will be available for use quickly when needed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A paper handkerchief pack comprising: 
a stack of folded handkerchiefs; 
a foil envelope enclosing said stack of folded hand 

kerchiefs on all sides and having broad top and 
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bottom surfaces, said foil envelope having a line of 
weakness for forming a dispenser opening upon 
tearing, said line appearing only on the broad top 
surface of said foil envelope; 

each of said handkerchiefs (3) of said stack having a 
fold whereby a corner (6) at the outside of folded 
handkerchief (3) lies free with two edges (7,8) 
extending from it, one edge (7) of these two edges 
(7,8) lying approximately in the middle of the 
longitudinal extent of the surface of the folded 
handkerchief from one longitudinal edge thereof to 
the other longitudinal edge thereof and the other 
edge (8) of these two edges (7,8) running along a 
longitudinal edge of the folded handkerchief, the 
fold being a Z-shaped preliminary fold (10), the 
fold lines (11, 12) of which run parallel to each 
other and parallel to an edge (15) of the handker 
chief; 

said preliminary fold (10) being folded around a fold 
line (16) extending through the midst of the prelim 
inary fold and perpendicularly to said fold lines (11, 
12) of the preliminary fold, which creates two 
halves of the preliminary fold one laid upon the 
other, said two halves of the preliminary fold being 
folded together around a pair of fold lines (17) both 
extending through the midst of said two halves 
perpendicularly to said fold lines (11,12) of said 
preliminary fold; and 

said line of weakness (4) defining a geometrical sur 
face figure extending over the middle of said broad 
upper surface (5) of the foil envelope, said geomet 
rical figure being generally centered in the middle 
of the broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope 
(2). 

2. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines an oval circumscribing the middle of the 
broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 

3. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines a circle circumscribing the middle of the 
broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 

4. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defining the edge of a geometrical figure leaves a 
small portion (24) of the periphery of said geometrical 
figure unweakened, thus creating a flap (25) attached to 
said envelope (2) and lying in the dispenser opening 
when the line of weakness is pierced. 

5. The pack of claim 4, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines a rectangle generally centered in the middle 
of the broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 

6. The pack of clain 4, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines a triangle generally centered in the middle of 
the broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 
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8 
7. The pack of claim 4, in which the line of weakness 

(4) defines a polygon generally centered in the middle 
of the broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 

8. The pack of claim 4, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines a star generally centered in the middle of the 
broad upper surface (5) of the foil envelope. 

9. The pack of claim 4, in which the portion of the 
periphery of the geometrical figure left unweakened lies 
in a Zone of said geometrical figure adjacent to one of 
the short side edges (26) of the broad upper surface (5). 

10. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) defines an oval, the longitudinal extent of which lies 
in the direction of the longitudinal edges of the broad 
upper surface (5). 

11. The pack of claim 10, in which the oval has a 
greater width and a greater radius of curvature at one 
end (29) than at the other end (30), and thus has a profile 
similar to that of an egg. 

12. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) runs along three geometrical line sections (41, 42, 
43), two of said line sections (41, 42) lying spaced side 
by side and the third line section (43) connecting said 
two first mentioned line sections and extending approxi 
mately perpendicularly thereto, so that all line sections 
together form approximately the shape of an "I". 

13. The pack of claim i, in which the line of weakness 
(4) runs along three geometrical line sections (41, 42, 
43), two of said line sections (41, 42) lying spaced side 
by side and the third line section (43) connecting said 
two first mentioned line sections and extending approxi 
mately perpendicularly thereto, so that all line sections 
together form approximately the shape of an “H”. 

14. The pack of claim 1, in which the line of weakness 
(4) runs along three geometrical line sections (41, 42, 
43), two of said line sections (41, 42) lying spaced side 
by side and the third line section (43) connecting said 
two first mentioned line sections and extending approxi 
mately perpendicularly thereto, so that all line sections 
together form approximately the shape of a "C'. 

15. The pack of claim 12, in which said line sections 
(41, 42, 43) each run rectilinearly. 

16. The pack of claim 12, in which the third line 
section (43) extends approximately parallel to the longi 
tudinal sides of the foil envelope (2) above the edge of 
the topmost handkerchiefs (3) of the pack which edge 
crosses the middle of the broad top surface (5) of the foil 
envelope. 

17. The pack of claim 1, in which the foil envelope (2) 
has a second line of weakness (32) located close to and 
substantially parallel to the short narrow side (33) of the 
foil envelope (2), whereby, on breaking open said sec 
ond line of weakness, a dispenser opening is formed at 
the front side of the stack of handkerchiefs. 
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