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This invention relates generally to 1mproven1ents in

atwoslegged garment ahd a method of niaking the same
and, ‘more tparticularly, to improvements in the type of
theatncal ‘garment comrmonly teferred ‘to as tights diid a
rhethod ‘of ‘making the same.

One ‘objéct ‘of the ‘present invention is the provision
of -an «improved ‘method of ‘making tights and ‘similar

garments from flat blanks knit on a conventional -full- _

fashioned hosrery méchine. ‘Pursuant to “this ‘object of
the present invention -a pair of ‘flat blanks are knit on a
full-fashioned ‘hosiery :machine and said blanks ‘are -sub-
sequently secured together -in -a manner to be described
‘hereinafter to form -garments :of the aforenoted chai-
acter.

Another object ‘of the present invention ‘is the -provi-
‘sion of -‘an : ‘improved ‘method of making tights of the
above -character which :is -inherently simple, :and which
readily lends itself to efficient and economical mass pro-
duction. |

Yet "anofher object -of the present invention is the
provision of -improved. theatrical tights and simiiar gar-
ments which -are of fuil fashioned construction, present
an . aésthetically attractive appearance, and ‘which are
éminently .suitable -for their intended purpose.

He above and other ‘objects, features and'advantages
of the ‘presént invention will be more fully understocd
from ‘the following descrlptlon considered 'in -connection
With ‘the -accompanying illustrative drawings.

In the ‘drawings:

. Fig. 1 is a rear perspective view of a pair of fuil-
fashroned blanks prior to their securement to each other;

“Fig. 2'is’a réar perspective view of the thedtrical tights
formed according to the present invention; and

Fig. 3,is:a front perspective view thereof.

Referrrng fo the drawrngs in detail, the pair of tights
10 is formed ‘from a pair-of similar blanks 12, the latter
being knit in the flat on a conventional full-fashioned
hos1ery machine. The flat knit blanks 12 may-be formed
of any “suitable Tidfe l'and in the preferred embodrment

‘said blanks “dre foriiéd Of “elastic nylon” which ‘is also

¢Ohinionly known as Heldiica procéssed nylon, manufac-

tilred by ‘the Duplan Coitipatty, said material being pre-
; Since éach of -

ferred “bechuise of “its “elastic ‘properties.
the knit blanks 12 are similar in all respects the forma-
tion of only one of such blanks will be described in detail
hereinafter. Each of the blanks 12 have an integrally

- knit waist portion A, hip portion B, leg portion C, and

foot portion D, it being understood that each of said
blanks is knit in the flat and js suitably proportioned on
a conventional full-fashioned hosiery machine, and is
subsequently fabricated to the stage of manufacture illus-
trated in Fig. 1. The portions A, B, C and D are ini-
tially flat, being knit in the flat so as to approximate the
wearer’s corresponding body portions and each of said
blanks will be knit so as to have longitudinally extending
selvages 14 and 16 at the free side edges of each of the
flat blanks. . Each of the flat blanks will also be knit
to have longitudinally extending separated selvages 18
and 20 at one side of the waist and hip portions A and B,
respectively. From the above, it will be apparent that
the knitting operation on the full—fashroned hosiery ma-
chine will produce blanks having selvages 14 and 16 at
the free side edges thereof and selvages 18 and 20 at
one side of the waist and hip portions of said blank.
The selvages 14 and 61, are stitched together in any con-
ventional manner to form the longitudinally extending
seam 22. After the free side selvages 14 and 16 are
stitched together, blank 12 will be formed and will have
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the ‘appearance shown in Fig. 1, with each of 'said Blanks
beirig ‘of generally tubular conﬁguratrou ‘having ‘closed
tubular leg and foot portions 'C ‘and D respectively ‘and
tubular ‘waist «and ‘hip poftions ‘A and . B, Tespectively
open at the separated selvages 18 and 20, 1t ‘will be
apparent from the-above that the blanks 12, as shown in
Fig. 1, ‘comprise essentially full-fashioned stockrngs ‘hav-
ing exte‘rdmg thérefrom tubular waist and hip portions A
ggd B, respectively open at the separated selvages 18 ‘and

The separated selvages 18:and 20 -of ‘one ‘of ‘the blanks
12-are secured, preferably by stitching, to companion ‘or
corresponding separated selvages 18 and 20 of ‘the- other
companion blank to form the knit :garment -or pair ‘of
tights 18, shown -in Figs. 2 -and 3, having closed tubular
waist, th, leg -and foet ;portions A’ B!, -C’ and D', Te-
spectrvely Thus the pair -of companion ‘blanks 12 are
formed into the ‘garment 10 by - 'securing the companion
se%vaoes 18 and 20 of the companion -blanks ‘to -each
other,

If desired, an end portion 24 of the separated. selvages
18 -and 20 of the blanks 12 may be Teft unsecured -in ithe
crotch region and the crotch insert or piece 26 may. be
stitched, or otherwise -seciired, to said unsecured portion
of said separated selviges. Thus ‘the crotch -piece or
inisert 26 constifutes reinforciiig -structure -at the region
of the garment normally -subjected to a_gredt amount ‘of
wear.  The stnchrng ‘together of the~ selvages 18 of the
pair -of compaiiion blanks 12 will form the seam 18’ at
the rear of garment 10 and the stitching together of ‘the
selvages 20 of said blanks will form ‘the seam 2§’ at the
front of said garment, said seams extendrng longrtudmally
of the garment substantrally centrally of the side edges 28
afid 3D fhereof. Tt is fo be nofed that the lonortudrnauy
exténding $earis 22 of the garment 19 will be positioned
at'the rear of the garmert and-accordingly will be hidden

‘from view “when v1ew1ng ‘the ‘garment from ‘the ‘front

thereof. Tt will be apparent ‘that the ‘seams 22 will ‘be
disnlaced’ perrphemi v of the seam 18’ and the seams 18’
and 20’ ‘will cosstifite the lines of securement -Bétween
the blanks 12. It is also t6 Be noted that the garment 19
will ‘be lateraliy synifnetrical ‘Teldtive to the longitudinal
axis of said garinént. . After the kuit blanks 12 are united
in the aforedescribed manner a flexible and resilieiit ‘band
24 is ‘secured 'to 'tlie periphérally ‘extending edge 32’ 'the
latter ‘béing forined by ‘the “péripheral ‘edges 32 of the
bldanks 12 ‘when the latter dre uited. The band 34 is
adapted to ‘encircle ‘the Wearer’s ‘wdist “and frrctronally
engage ‘the latter ‘for’ supporting’ the ‘garmient ‘10 'on ‘the
wedrer. The only ‘seam ‘that will ‘be 'visible from ‘the
front of ‘the 'garment'is the'seam 20 andit'is’to be’ noted
‘that ‘seams 22 “extend Tongitidinally - of ‘the garment for
substantially “the “full Iength thereof. Although the
aféredescribed ‘method has ‘its primary application“in the

‘anufacture of the type- of theatrical ‘garment commonly

referred ‘to ‘as “tighits, -it ‘is to ‘be ‘undérstood ‘thdt “said
méthod s equally ‘dpplicable in the fabrication of: other
types of two-legged garments. Since the blanks 12 in
the flat condition are formed on a full-fashioned hosiery
machine it will be understood that said blanks may be
knit proportional to the wearer’s body portions whereby
the. tights 10 will conform substantially to the wearer’s
body and will result in an excellent fit and attractive
appearance. The aforedescribed method will yvield a skin
tight fitting garment which is of full-fashioned construc-

5 tion and presents an aesthetically attractive appearance.

Since the blanks 12 are initially knit in the flat on a
conventional full-fashioned hosiery machine, the method
aforedescribed is inherently simple and readily lends itself
to efficient and low cost mass production.

From the above, it will be apparent that the two legged
knit garment or pair of tights 10 will comprise a pair
of similar blanks 12 which are secured together in the
aforedescribed manner with each of the blanks com-
prising integral waist, hip, leg and foot portions with
the waist and hip portions of each of the blanks being
stitched together along lines extending longitudinally of
the garment substantially centrally of the side edges 28
and 30 thereof, and each of the blanks will have a seam
22 extending longitudinally thereof for substantially the
full length of the garment at the rear thereof. As afore-
described, in detail, a crotch piece 26 may be secured
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to the blanks 12 in the region of the lower portion 24 of
the separated edges 18 and 20 of the companion blanks.

While I have shown and described the preferred em-
bodiments of my invention, it will be understood that
various changes may be made in the present invention
without departing from the underlying idea or principles
of the invention within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is:

1. A method of making a two-legged garment com-
prising the steps of knitting a pair of flat blanks with
each of said blanks having integral waist, hip, leg, and
foot portions, and with each of said knit blanks having
longitudinally extending separated selvages intermediate
the opposite side edges of said waist and hip portions and
free selvages at the opposite side edges thereof, secur-
ing together said selvages at the opposite side edges of
said blanks to form a pair of tubular blanks having closed
tubular leg -and foot portions open at said  separated
selvages with longitundinally extending seams positioned
at the back thereof, and securing together said separated
selvages of one of said tubular knit blanks to correspond-
ing separated selvages of the other of said tubular knit
blanks to form a knit garment having a closed tubular
waist and hip portion.

2. A method of making a two-legged garment com-
prising the steps of knitting a pair of flat blanks having
integral waist, hip, leg and foot portions, and with each
of said knit blanks having longitudinally extending sep-
arated selvages intermediate the opposite side edges of
said waist and hip portions and free selvages at the
opposite side edges thereof, securing together said sel-
vages at the opposite side edges of said blanks to form
a pair of knit blanks having closed tubular leg and foot
portions and tubular waist and hip portions open at said
separated selvages extending therefrom and with longi-
tudinally extending seams positioned at the back of said
knit blanks in peripherally displaced relation to said
separated selvages, and securing together said separated
selvages of one of said knit blanks to corresponding sep-
arated selvages of the other of said knit blanks to form
a knit garment having a closed tubular waist and hip
portion having depending therefrom a pair of closed
tubular leg and foot portions.

3. A method of making a two-legged garment com-
prising the steps of knitting a pair of flat blanks having
integral waist, hip, leg and foot portions, and with each
of said knit blanks having longitudinally extending sep-
arated selvages intermediate the opposite side edges of
said waist ‘and hip portions and free selvages at the
opposite side edges thereof, securing together said sel-
vages at the opposite side edges of said blanks to form
a pair of knit blanks having closed tubular leg and foot
portions and tubular waist and hip portions open at said
separated selvages extending therefrom and with longi-
tudinally extending seams. positioned at the back of said
knit blanks in peripherally displaced relation to said sep-
arated selvages, and securing together said separated sel-
vages of one of said knit blanks to corresponding separated
selvages of the other of said knit blanks leaving an end
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portion of said separated selvages in the crotch region
unsecured, and securing a crotch piece to said unsecured
separated selvages.

4, A two-legged knit garment, comprising a pair of
similar knit blanks secured together, each of said blanks
comprising integral waist, hip, leg and foot portions and
being knit to provide longitudinally extending separated
selvages intermediate the opposite side  edges of said
waist and hip portions and free selvages at the opposite
side edges thereof, said waist and hip portions- of said
blanks being secured together at said separated selvages
along lines extending longitudinally of the garment inter-
mediate the side edges thereof to form a tubular waist
and hip portion, and said selvages at the opposite side
edges of said knit blanks being secured together to form
seams’ extending longitudinally of the garment at the
back thereof and to form closed tubular leg and foot
portions depending from said tubular waist and hip por-
tions.

5."A two-legged knit garment, comprising a pair of
similar knit blanks secured together to form a closed
tubular waist and hip portion having depending there-
from a pair of closed tubular leg and foot portions, each
of said blanks comprising integral waist, hip, leg and foot
portions and being knit to provide longitudinally extend-
ing separated selvages intermediate the opposite side edges
of said waist and hip portions for the full length thereof
and free selvages at the opposite side edges thereof, said
waist and hip portions of said blanks being secured to-|
gether at said separated . selvages along lines extending
longitudinally of the garment substantially centrally of:
the side edges thereof, and said selvages at the opposite
side edges of said knit blanks being secured together to
form laterally spaced seams extending longitudinally of
the garment at the back thereof in peripherally displaced
relation to said lines.

6. A two-legged knit garment, comprising a pair of
similar knit blanks secured together to form a closed
tubular waist and hip portion having depending there-
from a pair of closed tubular leg and foot portions, each
of said blanks comprising a lower tubular part having
extending therefrom tubular waist and hip portions, said
waist and hip portions of said blanks being secured to-
gether along lines extending longitudinally of the garment
intermediate the side edges thereof, and each of said blanks
having a continuous seam extending longitudinally thereof
at the rear of the garment and in peripherally displaced
relation to said lines of securement, the latter and said
seams being constituted by secured together free selvages
initially provided in said knit blanks.
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