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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MicHAEL O’CARROLL,
a subject of the King of Great Britain, and
residing at Rylane House, Coachford, county
of Cork, Ireland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Boot and Shoe
Trees, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, such as will enable those skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

Thisinvention relates to boot and shoe trees;

and the object thereof is to provide an im- !

proved device of thisclass which is simple in
construction and operation and which may
be conveniently inserted into a boot or shoe
whenever desired and as conveniently re-
moved therefrom whenever necessary and
which will hold the boot or shoe in proper
form when not in use.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-

nying drawings form a part, in which the:
separate parts of my improvement are desig-

nated by suitable reference characters in each
of the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional side view of my im-
proved boot or shoe tree; Fig. 2, a similar
view showing a modification, and Fig. 3 a
plan view thereof.

In the practice of my invention, as shown
in Fig. 1, I provide a boot or shoe tree com-
prising a front or toe portion ¢ and a back or
heel portion &, the adjacent surfaces of which
are vertical and parallel. To the bottom ad-
jacent surface of the parts ¢ and b of my im-
proved boot or shoe tree are secured plates ¢
and d, this connection being made by screws,
pins, or bolts ¢ and @° or in any desired man-
ner, and each of said plates ¢ and d is curved
inwardly to form shanks ¢*and @°, which are
crossed and pivotally connected at ¢ and
formed into handle-levers ¢* and d*, which
project above the top portions ¢* and #* of the
parts @ andb of the boot or shoe tree and are
preferably curved in opposite directions, as
shown at ¢ and d°. Between the plates ¢ and
d is placed a spiral spring £, the opposite
ends of which are secured to said plates in
any desired manner, and this spring normally
serves to hold the separate parts ¢ and b of
the boot or shoe tree in the position shown
in Fig. 1. Whenever it is desired to insert
this tree into a boot or shoe, the handle-le-
vers ¢* and d* are grasped in one hand, the

boot or shoe is held in the other hand, and the
tree is inserted into the said boot or shoe in
the usual manner, after which the handle-le-
vers ¢* and d* are released and the spring /
operates to force the front or toe portion «
into the body or toe portion of the boot or
shoe, as will be readily understood, and the
foree of the spring 7 is such as to cause the
front or toe portion ¢ of the tree to be forced
firmly into the toe portion of the boot or
shoe and to hold the boot or shoe in proper
form.

The construction shown in Fig. 2 is the
same as that shown in Fig. 1, with the excep-
tion that in Fig. 2 a plate-spring ¢-is substi-
tuted for the spiral spring £, and this spring
is secured at one end to the plate ¢inthe form
of construction shown, and the other end
thereof is curved and bears on the adjacent
side of the shank d° of the plate &, and the
operation of this form of construction will
be similar in all respects to that shown in
Fig. 1.

The parts @ and b of my improved boot or
shoe tree may be composed of any desired
material, and it will be understood that my
improved boot or shoe tree is made of differ-
ent styles and sizes to correspond with the
various styles and sizes of the boots and shoes
1n use.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A boot or shoe tree, comprising a front or
toe part and a back or heel part, plates se-
cured to the opposing faces of said parts and at
the bottom thereof and provided at their up-
per ends with upwardly -directed and in-
wardly-curved and crossed shanks which are
pivotally connected and extended to torm han-
dles or levers which project above the sepa-
rate parts of the boot .or shoe tree and bear
on the top portions thereof, and an expand-
ing-spring placed between said plates, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this31st day
of August, 1904.

MICHAEL O’CARROLL.

‘Witnesses:
ErnvaLD SimPsoN MOSELEY,
MAaLcoLM SMETHURST.
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