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[57] ABSTRACT

A hanging lamp fixture having a concealed hair dryer
therein is provided. The fixture is hung to the ceiling
of a room to provide light in the room and may be
converted to a hair dryer by moving the light sources
to one side and lowering the fixture to the proper
height over a chair.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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1
HANGING LAMP FIXTURE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to hanging lamp fix-
tures and more particularly to a combination of a hang-
ing lamp fixture which may be converted to a hair dryer
and which conveniently conceals the hair dryer when
not in use.

Hanging lamps have been commonly used in the past
for lighting tables or portions of rooms and are usually
connected to the ceiling of a room and hung by cord or
chain from the ceiling, with the electrical cord either
connected directly to an electrical outlet box in the
ceiling, or run to an electrical outlet in the wall. Hang-
ing lamps of this type frequently provide for adjusting
the height of the hanging lamp for the particular loca-
tion and in fixtures for hanging over tables these lamps
frequently provide means for quick and easy adjust-
ment of the height of the hanging lamp.

The present invention utilizes some of the features of
the prior art, but is more particularly directed towards
an inconspicuous means for storing a hair dryer, which
does not require lifting and moving for each use.

Hair dryers of all types have been provided in the
past and these vary from portable types with flexible
plastic head covers to commercial types which include
the chairs and controls built in with the rest of the hair
dryer. Intermediate types include models for standing
on tables or for setting on the floor in a manner similar
to pole lamps which may be adjusted for height by the
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telescoping of the pole or by some similar arrangement.

The present invention, on the other hand, conceals a
hair dryer and may be utilized in motels, homes or com-
mercial establishments and which has an esthetic ap-
pearance, and which acts as a lamp fixture when not
being used as a hair dryer. The same lamps may be uti-
lized to provide a light source for reading while drying
hair.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a hanging lamp and
hair dryer fixture having a hanging lamp fixture with
means for attaching the lamp fixture to a ceiling, or the
like. The height of the hanging lamp fixture may be
quickly adjusted as desired. A movable light source is
movably connected to the lamp fixture in a manner to
conceal the head cover for the hair dryer unit, so that
when the lamp fixture is used solely as a lamp it does
not have the appearance of a hair dryer. The light
source can be quickly moved out of the way of the head
cover and the unit lowered onto the head of an individ-
ual sitting in a chair for drying the individual’s hair.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects, features and advantages of this inven-
tion will be apparent from a study of the written de-
scription and the drawings in which

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the present invention
providing a reading light source for a seated person;

FIG. 2 shows the embodiment of FIG. 1 in a second
form being used as a hair dryer and reading light source
for a sitting person; and

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of portions cut away to
show the operation of the embodiment of FIGS. 1 and
2.
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2

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1, a hanging lamp 10 is illus-
trated hanging from a ceiling 11 and providing light to
an individual 12 sitting in a chair 13 reading a book 14.
A lamp fixture 10 is connected by an electrical cord 15
to a ceiling hook 16. A cord 15 may be provided with
a decorative coating, if desired, and also may have an
electrical cable with reinforcing wire or cord inside the
decorative covering to provide additional support for
the unit 10. The cord 15 may be hung to the ceiling in
any manner desired, but a hook 16 is illustrated for
hooking an eye portion 17 in the wire 15 over the hook
16, and in the embodiment illustrated, cord 15 passes
through an eye 18 and plugs into a wall outlet 20.

It should of course be clear that an electrical outlet
or box could be installed in the ceiling 11 for a perma-
nent installation by connecting the electrical circuit di-
rectly to the cord 15 without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

The cord passes through a container 21 which in-
cludes the mechanism for adjusting the height of the
fixture 10 and passes through the top 22 of the fixture
19. Fixture 10 has an outside container 23 which is
shaped in a decorative pattern and color, if desired, and
has a top 22 with a plurality of holes or apertures
therein and has light source containers 25 and 26 on
the bottom thereof, so that looking into the bottom will
show only a lucid lamp cover, and as more clearly illus-
trated in FIG. 2 the lamp 10 has been pulled down to
make the cord 15 longer between the top 21 of the fix-
ture 10 and the ceiling 11 while allowing some of the
cord 15 to extend out of the casing 21 where it has been
rolled onto a spool. In this view the light source con-
tainers 25 and 26 have been rotated away from the bot-
tom of the container 23, opening up the bottom for the
individual 12 head to be inserted into the fixture 10.
The light sources 25 and 26 are still providing light for
the individual 12 to read her book 14 while drying her
hair. This embodiment is the same as illustrated in FIG.
1 and includes the electrical outlet 20 with the cord 15
passing through an eye 18 and through a hook 16
where it is looped into an eye 17 prior to passing
through the container 21 and connecting to the fixture
10, having a cover 23 with the openings 24 in the top
21. '

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate the two operating positions
of the fixture 10, one acting as a decorative lamp fix-
ture for providing light in a room and then as a hair
dryer by lowering the fixture to the right height then
utilizing any available chair 13 moving the lights 25 and
26 to their second position and turning on the hair
dryer.

FIG. 3 more clearly illustrates the operation of the
unit and has the cord 15 tied into a loop 17 with a metal
brad, or the like, 30. The cord passes through the con-
tainer 21 where it is wrapped around a spool 31 which
is connected to a pin or shaft 32 and to a screw-holding
bracket 33. Cord 15 wraps around a spool 31 and may
be held to the spool at one point, and the spool may be
spring loaded so that lifting or lowering the lamp fixture
10 will automatically raise or lower the height of the
lamp fixture and hold the lamp fixture in the new posi-
tion with a minimum of effort and time expended. The
cord 15 passes through openings 34 in the bracket 32,
and the pins 32 are connected to the bracket 32 at 35.
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The electrical cord then passes through the top 21 hav-
ing a center hole 36 for the cord to pass through and
additional holes 24 for the flow of air as illustrated by
the arrows. Inside the casing 23 there is an electrical
motor 37 driving a fan 38 which sucks air through the
openings 24 of the top 21 and drives it past heating
coils 40 for heating the air and driving air through
openings 41 in a head cover 42, as illustrated by the ar-
rows.

It should of course be realized that any type of air cir-
culating and heating unit desired can be utilized with-
out departing from the scope of the present invention,
and that the fans and heating units can be commercially
purchased as a unit, if desired. The head cover 42 pro-
tects the head from the heating element 40, and also
provides circulation of the air around the hair of the
person having their head inserted into the head cover
42. Passageways 43 allow the flow of air between the
sides 23 of the container and the sides of the cover 42
to allow the air to circulate from all sides of the cover
42 in any desired patterns in accordance with the open-
ings 41 and shape of the cover 42. The lamp casings 25
and 26 are pinned with a pin or shaft 44 to the casing
23 for rotation thereon and have a decorative casing 26
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with a loosened cover 45 which allows the passage of 25

light from the fluorescent tubes 46. It will again be
clear that fluorescent lights are preferred but are not
necessary to the operation of the invention, and to uti-
lize fluorescent lights would require a ballast or trans-
former and starters which are not illustrated.

1t should also-be noted that it is anticipated that the
lamps 46 will be operated by the electrical power being
received through the cord 15 but that battery sources
can be utilized. A plurality of openings 47 are provided
in the top 48 of the container 26 and 25 to allow the
circulation of air for cooling of the electric light
sources 46, The preferred embodiment illustrates the
containers 25 and 26 rotating on pins 44, but it is also
anticipated that the lamp casings 25 and 26 could be
moved in other manners such as sliding in tracks and
that different numbers and shapes of light and casings
25 and 26, as well as light sources 46 can be utilized
without departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention.

It will of course be clear to those skilled in the art at
this point that a preferred embodiment of a hanging
lamp having a concealed hair dryer have been pro-
vided, but it should also be clear that other embodi-
ments are contemplated, and any number of materials
can be utilized to manufacture the unit. In a typical unit
the fan and heating elements will be purchased com-
mercially as a unit and the casing 23, 25 and 26 and
head cover 42 can be injection molded of a polymer
material. Accordingly, this invention is not to be con-
strued as limited to the particular forms disclosed
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herein since these are to be regarded as illustrative
rather than restrictive.

I claim:

1. A hanging lamp and hair dryer fixture comprising
in combination:

a. hanging lamp fixture having means for hanging

said lamp fixture from a room ceiling;

b. means for adjusting the hanging height of said
lamp fixture by adjustments to said means for hang-
ing said lamp fixture; .

¢. movable light source means movably connected to
said lamp fixture, said movable light source means
including a plurality of light sources located in cas-
ings and movable from a first to a second position;

d. head cover adapted to cover at least a portion of
a person’s head when said light source is in a first
position, said head cover being located in said lamp
fixture and concealed by said light source casings
in a second position;

e. hair drying means located in and attached to said
lamp fixture for drying hair on a person’s head cov-
ered by said head cover, whereby said hanging
lamp fixture converts to a hair dryer and provides
reading light to a person drying their hair.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 in which said
means for adjusting the hanging height of said lamp fix-
ture includes an electrical cord adapted to provide
power to said hair drying means and to said light
source.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2 in which said
means for adjusting the hanging height of said lamp fix-
ture includes a spool mounted in a bracket and having
said electrical cord looped therearound so that said
spool can rotate to wind and unwind electrical cord
thereonto for varying the height said lamp fixture is
hanging.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1 in which said
light source casings are pinned to rotate in front of said
head cover and provide light in either position.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1 in which said
hair drying means includes an electric motor driven
from at least one heating coil and said head cover has
opening therein whereby heated air may be circulated
through said head cover to dry a person’s hair.

6. The apparatus according to claim 3 in which said
lamp fixture includes a casing having opening in the top
thereof to allow the passage of air.

7. The apparatus in accordance with claim 4 in which
said light source casing has fluorescent bulbs therein
and has opening in the top of said casing to allow the
circulation of air.

8. The apparatus in accordance with claim 2 in which
said electrical cord includes means for attaching the

cord to the ceiling of a room.
* * * * *



