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Be it known that I, THIOMIAS II. COKER, Jr., 
a citizen of the United States, residing at So 
ciety IIill, in the county of Darlington and 
State of South Carolina, have invented a new 
and useful Chance and Game Apparatus, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

chance and game apparatus. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of chance and game 
apparatus and to provide a simple and com 
paratively-inexpensive device of this charac 
ter which will afford abundant amusement, 
and which will also be capable of being elm 
ployed for the sale of cigars and other arti 
cles and which will ser ve als an in centive to 
cash purchases. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure lis a perspective 
view of a device constructed in accordance 
with this invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tional view. Fig. 3 is a plan view, the cover 
or top being removed. Fig. 4 is an enlarged 
detail perspective view of the upper portion 
of the chute. 
Like numerals of reference designate corre 

sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
ings. 

1 designates a case of cubical form; but the 
dimensions and form of the case may be val 
ried, as desired, and the said case 1 is pref 
erably provided with transparent sides 2 and 
a transparent front 3. The top 4 is also trans 
parent, the transparent portions of the case 
consisting,preferably, of glass arranged with 
in suitable frames, and the back 5, which is 
provided with suitable mirrors 6, is hinged at 
its bottom at 7 and is provided at its top with 
catches 8 for holding it in its closed position; 
but any suitable locking device may be em 
ployed, so that the apparatus may be placed 
in a conspicuous position and left unattended 
without liability of having its contents ab 
Stracted. 
The top 4 of the casing is provided with a 

central cross-bar 9, upon which is mounted a 
bearing 10, composed of two semicircular por 
tions or sections having extended terminals 

secured together, and one of the sections of 
the bearing may, as illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, be formed integral with 
the cross-piece. Within the bearing is jour 
naled a rotary chute 11, provided at its top 
with a plate or head 12, having a slot or en 
trance 13, and a suitable handle or grip 14. 
extends from one side of the upper por 
tion of the chute to enable the same to be 
rotated to direct its lower discharge end 15 
to different portions of a board 16 to dis 
charge a coin, disk, marble, or other object 
upon the said board to cause such object to 
roll to different portions of the same for a 
purpose hereinafter described. The chute 
may be circular or oblong in cross-section to 
conform to the configuration of the object to 
be played with, and it is preferably composed 
of an upper vertical portion 18 and upper and 
lower oppositely-inclined portions 19 and 20, 
which are connected by an intermediate ver 
tical portion 21. The board 16 consists of a 
large square, preferably marked off on the 
bottom of the casing, with its angles at the 
centers of the sides thereof, and it is divided 
by parallel lines or other suitable means into 
parallel rows of small squares or spaces 22; 
but spaces of any other form may be em 
ployed, if desired. The board 16 is provided 
at its edges or boundary-lines with a cush 
ioned rail 23 to retain an object on the board 
and to cause the same to carom from one por 
tion or side of the board to the other. This 
rail, which may be constructed in any suit 
able manner, preferably consists of an elas 
tic band or a series of elastic strips supported 
by pins 24, arranged at the angles of the 
board. The small spaces 22 are designed to 
bear numerals or other characters for desig 
nating different values, and a central space 
25, designed to bear the highest value, is pro 
vided. This space is surrounded by elastic 
pins or pegs 26, and the end 15 of the chute 
is extended beyond the center of the board in 
order to render it difficult for an object to 
stop on the central space. The chute may 
be directed toward one side of the board to 
cause the object to strike the cushioned rail 
and carolm back to the central space, and the 
difficulty of this shot is increased by the ob 
structions formed by the resilient projections 
or pins, disposed around the said space. 
When the apparatus is employed as a sim 

55 

?? 

75 

95 

I OJO 

Io5 
  



O 

2 ? 

25 

35 

45 

2 649,814 

ple game, the person obtaining the highest 
number or greatest value from a throw or a 
series of throws wins the game; but when the 
apparatus is employed to encourage cash 
sales of cigars and other articles each space 
is designed to return to the player or pur 
chaser a full equivalent of his money and cer 
tain spaces are designed to offer a greater re 
turn or a premium, which will constitute an 
inducement, as a person cannot obtain less 
and may obtain more for his money than if 
he purchased goods directly over the coun 
ter. The board when employed for this lat 
ter purpose may be provided with a central 
depression or pocket for the reception of a 
coin 27 to indicate the value of such space. 
In order to increase the amusement, the char 
acters or numbers on the board may corre 
spond with characters or numbers on a chart 
or table, which will indicate the real value of 
the spaces, and this may be varied as desired. 

It will be seen that the apparatus is sim 
ple and comparatively inexpensive in con 
struction, that the result is uncertain, and 
that the arrangement of the board within the 
case enables the space to be deflected out 
Wardly, so that it will form an efficient cush 
ion and cause an object to rebound quickly. 
Changes in the form, proportion, size, and 

the minor details of construction within the 
scope of the appended claims may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
What is claimed is 
1. An apparatus of the class described com 

prising a flat board marked off into spaces 
and provided with a marginal cushioned rail 
adapted to cause an object to rebound toward 
the center of the board, a rotary chute located 
above the board and having its discharge end 
disposed at a point between the center of the 
board and the rail and adapted to be turned 
toward any side of the said rail, and obstruc 
tions arranged on the board at points between 
the center thereof and the rail, substantially 
as described. 

2. An apparatus of the class described com 
prising a flat board marked off into spaces, 

pins arranged at the boundary of the board, 
an elastic band stretched on said pins and 
forming a cushioned rail, and a rotary chute 
located above the board and adapted to be 
turned to discharge an object toward any side 
of the rail to cause an object to rebound to 
ward the center, substantially as described. 

3. An apparatus of the class described colm 
prising a flat board having a cushioned rail 
extending around it and adapted to cause an 
object to rebound toward the center of the 
board, and a rotary chute located above the 
board and adapted to be turned toward any 
side of the rail to direct an object against the 
same to cause said object to rebound toward 
the center of the board, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

4. An apparatus of the class described com 
prising a casing provided at its bottom with 
a board and having a central bearing at its 
top, a depending chute having a head jour 
maled in the said bearing, said chute consist 
ing of a vertical upper portion and oppositely 
inclined portions 19 and 20, and a connecting 
vertical portion 21, the lower inclined portion 
being arranged eccentrically of the board, and 
means for turning the chute, substantially as 
described. 

5. An apparatus of the class described com 
prising a flat board marked off into spaces 
and provided with a marginal cushioned rail 
adapted to cause an object to rebound toward 
the center of the board, a rotary chute located 
above the board and having its discharge end 
disposed at a point between the center of the 
said board and the rail and adapted to be 
turned toward any side of the rail, and a 
series of elastic pins arranged around the cen 
ter of the board to deflect an object from the 
central space, substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS II. COKER, JR. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. B. WINTERS, 
J. W. MURCHISON. 
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