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IMPROVEMENT IN STRAW-CUTTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 128,904, dated July 9, 1872

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WiLLIAM 1. PrOTZ-
MANand WiLLIAM L. McOLARNAN, of Morgan-
town, in the county of Monongalia and in | the
State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Straw-Cut-
ter; and do hereby declare that the following
is a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing and to the letters of reference marked
thereon making a part of this specification.

The nature of our invention consists in the
eonstroction and arrangement of a “straw-
cutter,” as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which ourinvention appertains to make and
use the same, we will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to the
annexed drawing, in'which-—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Tig. 2
front view of our straw-cutter.

A A represent two parallel horizontal bars,
supported at their front ends by two upright

_standards, B B, which are connected by cross-
bars C O and bottorn sill D. The rear ends
of the horizontal bars A A are connected by
a cross-bar, E, supported upon a central foot,
E’. To the cross-bar E is hinged or otherwise
attached the box G, the front end of which
extends {o the upright standards B B, and
rests upon a spiral spring, H, which is attached
to the cross-bar O/, I is the stationary knife,
attached diagonally to the front side of the
standards B B, and the movable knife J is at-
tached homzontally to a frame, K, sliding up
and down in or between said standards From
theframe K extends a presser-board, L, toward -
the rear into the box G, said board bemv slight-
ly inclined upward, and between said presser-
board and the upper cross-bar of the shdmg

frame is a vertical brace, M, in or to which the
lever Nis pivoted. One end of thislever forms
the handle by which the machine is operated,
and the other end is pivoted to a post or stand-
ard, O, on the side of the machine. In stand-
ards P P, attached to the horizontal bars A A,
a suitable distance in rear of the presser-board
L,1s pivoted arake, R, from the head of which
extends forward a weighted arm S. This arm
rests upon the presser-board L, and is, by a
cord, @, connected with the upper eross-bar C
on top of the standards B B.

‘When the lever N is pressed downward, fore-
ing the front end of the box down and cuttmg
the straw, the rake turns backward by the ac-
tion of the weighted arm S until the cord ¢ is
straightened, when said cord will support the
rake, and as the lever is raised the presser-
board will raise the arm S and turn the rake
forward so as to feed the straw forward. The
amount of this feed is regulated by a pin, b, in
the standard B limiting the upward stloke of
the lever.

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combmatlou of the hinged box G, rest-
ing on spring H, and provided with rake R
with its wei 0fhted. arm §, with the sliding frame
K, knives 1 J , inclined presser-board L, brace
M, and lever N and pin b, all constructed, ar-
ranged, and operating substantially as and for
the purposes set forth,

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands this 7th day of
December, 1871,

" WM. I. PROTZMAN.
‘WM. L. McCLARNAN.,
‘Witnesses:
JAMES P. ST. CLAIR,
E. TENNANT.




