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the reference pattern (RP) which has the highest correlation with the thickness pattern (TM) on the basis of a set rule
from among the plurality of reference patterns (RP). The step (522) involves obtaining the reference processing conditions
associated with the identified reference pattern as the object processing conditions from among a plurality of reference
processing conditions which are associated with each of the plurality of reference patterns (RP). Each of the plurality
of reference patterns (RP) expresses the distribution of a physical quantity of a reference object. Each of the plurality
of reference processing conditions expresses processing conditions from instances in the past when the processing of a
reference object having a reference pattern (RP) was performed.
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