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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. FLETCHER, 

of Fillmore, in the county of Allegany and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
valuable Improvement in Reversible Hames; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, making 
a part of this specification, and to the letters 
and figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure I of the drawings is a representa 
tion of a front view of my reversible hame, 
and Fig. 2 a transverse sectional view of the 
Sale, 
The nature of this invention consists in mak 

ing a hame for a horse-collar wedge-shaped in 
cross-section, so as to be reversible, and adapt 
ed to horse-collars of ordinary construction, 
substantially as hereinafter set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing, A designates 
a wooden hame, which is curved outward at 
its upper end a, and inward at its lower end 
a'. The outside or back of said hame is pro 
tected by a metal plate, B, which laps over 
said tapering ends a and al. Said hame is 
tapered or doubly beveled inward, so as to 
be wedge-shaped in cross-section, as shown in 
Fig. 2. The lower end at of said hame is pro 
vided with a ring, b, for the attachment of the 
lower connection of the hames. In like man 
ner the upper part of the said hame is provid 
ed with a staple, b', for the attachment of the 
upper connection or neck strap. Just below 
said staple is a hame-ring, C. At or about 

the thickest part of said hame a staple, D, is 
fastened thereto, to which are attached a ring, 
E, for the breast-strap, and also a ring or hook, 
F, for one of the traces. 
The peculiar form (wedge-shaped in cross 

section) given to said hame adapts it to be 
used on either side of the horse-collar of or 
dinary construction, as shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. There is thus no need to break a 
pair of hames to supply the place of a broken 
one in another pair. In manufacturing, the 
hames embodying my invention are all made 
alike. The plate B strengthens the hame A, 
and keeps it in shape. 
This form of hame will not readily slip for 

ward when the horse backs. Breast - strap 
ring E is bent or hook-shaped, and is adapted 
to be used on either side without removing 
any of the foregoing parts. 

It will be observed that the tapering por 
tion of the hame fits in the groove at the junc 
tion of the body and “roll' of the collar. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
As an improved article of manufacture, the 

hame A, Wedge - shaped in cross-section, as 
shown, and adapted for use upon either side 
of a collar, as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the above I have 

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

GEORGE E, FLETCHER. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. S. MINARD, 
S. W. LOWELL. 


