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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY,
of Paterson, in the county of Passaic and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Garters; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a, full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
garters. ,

Hitherto in that type of garters adapted to
partially embrace the leg, and by their attach-
ment to the stocking at two points, a semi- cir-

cumference (more or less) apart, to draw the-

stocking into such close contact with the leg as
to hold it in position, a pair of shield - pin
clasps have been secured, one at each end of
an elastic strap, or hook-elasps have been per-
manently secured one at each end of an elas-
tie'strap.” Such constructions have, however,
been found somewhat objectionable, because of
the tendency of the elastic to gradually stretch,
and the clasps thereby required to be attached
too mear together, and because of the many
sizes of legs and the different positions on the
legs ab which it was desirable to attach the
garter, there being no provision made for the
ready taking up or lengthening of the elastic
straps.-

The object of my present inv ention is to pro-
vide a garter which may be attached to and
detached from a stocking in an instant, and
which may be readily adjusted in length to
suit the size of the leg or to embrace as much
or as little of the leg as may be.desired.

A further object is to provide a neat, duara-
ble, and inexpensive garter adapted "to the
wants of the masses. Wlth these ends in view
my invention consists in certain features of
construction and combinations of parts, as will

" be hereinafter described, and pointed out in
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the claims.

In the accompanymg drawings, Figure 1is
a view of the garter asit appearsinuse. Iig.
2is a bottom plan view, and Fig. 3 is a de-
tached view, of one of the clasps.
modification.

A represents ashort strip of elastic webbing
or other suitable elastic material, having its
ends preferably bound with narrow pieces of

Fig.4isa-

:metal, a, crimped or otherwise secured thereto.
"The ends might,-however, be bound with fab-.

rig; or hemmed or otherwise prevented from
raveling.

Each end of the elastic is provided with a
sliding hook-clasp constructed asfollows: Four
par dllel bars, BCD E, are united at their ends
by bars ¥, which ploJect a short distance to-
ward the end of the strap A and are turned 6¢
under, forming hooks . The parallel bars B,

C, D, and E are located a short distance apart,
leaving elongated slotsd, ¢, and d between them
large enough to freely admit thestrap A.

The clasp is advantageously constructed by 65
stamping or cutting it out of a thin sheet of
metal, leaving the projections on the ends suffi-
ciently long to be subsequently bent into the
hooks f; and its outer face may be ornamented
and its back bar, B, cut in a4 neat attractive yo
form.

The end of thestrap A is passed up through
the slot b, over the bar C, down through the
slot ¢, under the bar D, and up through the slot
d. The grip which the edges of the bars B, C, 75
D, and L have upon the strap A when the
latter is distended issufficienttohold the strap
from slipping through the clasp, while when
the §trap is not undel strain it may be freely
slipped through the clasp and taken up orlet 8o
out, as may be desired.

Aside from the advantages derived from the
adjustable clasps in shortening or lengthening
the distancebetween them, the projecting ends
of the straps form a very -convenient hold for 85
the thumb and finger in adjusting the garter
to or releasing it from the stocking. For ex-
ample, to adjust the strap take an end be-
tween the thumb and finger of each hand and
place the hooks of the clasps in contact with go
the stocking on eachside of the leg, with the
strap distended. As soon as the hooks catch
let.go the ends, when the strap will contract,
drawing the stocking snugly against the leg
and holding it in position, but not stopping 95
the circulation, asin thecase of an elastic com-
pletely enmrchnw the leg. -

To release the garter grasp the ends, as .
above, and dlstend 1t sufficiently to release the
hooks.

. To further insure a hold for the thumb and
finger in adjusting the clasp when the elastic
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is taken up, so that its ends do not project far
enough for a convenient hold, the bar Eis pro-
Jjected outwardly between the hooks f and
turned up a little, as shown at'e, or a curved
bail might be soldered to the edge of the plate
between the hooks, as shown in Fig. 4, or an
extension of the plate might be cat out, form-
ing the bail integral with the plate, and the
edge of the bail turned up to afford a secare
10 hold. This furnishes at all times a convenient
hold in adjusting the garter. .
It is evident that slight changes might be re-
sorted to in the form and arrangement of the
several parts withont departing from the spirit
15 and seopeof my invention; hence I do not wish
to limit myself strictly to the construction
herein setforth; but,
Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
20 Patent, is—
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1. In a garter, the combination, with astrap,
of a pair of clasps adjustably secured one at
each end of the strap, each clasp having in-
wardly-projecting rigid hooks adapted to en-
gage the stocking, substantially as set forth. 23

2. A garter-clasp provided with a pair of
hooks, the outer end of the clasp being cx-
tended beyond the hooks and turned up. to af-
ford a hold for the thumb and finger in releas-
ing and adjusting it, substantially asset forth. 30

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in.the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY.

Witnesses:
S. VAN ZANDT,
RATcrLirFE HICKS.




