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The invention relates generally to a leg-
ging and more particularly to leggings
adapted for use by workmen 1n industries in
which the danger hazard is great, due to fiy-

5 ing particles of molten metal and the like.

An object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved legging adapted to pro-
tect the leg and foot of the wearer.

In industries of the character for which

10 the invention is particularly adapted, mis-
haps frequently occur during the handling of
niolten metal or the like. At such times,
molten metdl, in varying quantities, is apt
to be splashed or otherwise thrown into con-
tact with the workman’slegs. This metal ad-
heres immediately to the contacted surface
and will sometimes cause serious injury even
though the workman’s legs be protected in
some manner. An important object of the
presenit invention, therefore, resides in the
provision of a protecting legging which may
be removed instantly by a single operative
movement.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a new and improved legging of simpli-
fied construction which is capable of easy
and immediate adjustment for size.

Other objects and advantages will become
apparent in the following description and
from the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is an inner face view of a leg-
ging extended to show the features of the
Invention embodied therein. '

Fig. 2 is a side view showing the legging
as it appears when in position upon a wear-
er’s leg.

Fig. 3 is a detail view in perspective of a
part of the supporting and fastening means.

Fig. 4 is a detail section taken on the line
4—4 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view showing a
detail of construction. »

While the invention is susceptible of va-
rious modifications and alternative construc-
tions, I have shown in the drawings and will
herein describe in detail the preferred em-
bodiment, but it is to be understood that 1
do not thereby intend to limit the invention
to the specific form disclosed but intend to
cover all modifications and alternative con-
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structions falling within the spirit and scope
of the invention as expressed in the appended.
claims. o
In attaining the dominating features of
the present invention, a leg-protecting cover-
ing 1s constructed and shaped to fit a wearer’s
leg and overlie the instep of the foot. The
legging is capable of being easily fitted and
secured: about the wearer’s leg, and the secur-
ing means are so arranged that a single con-
tinuous operative pull by the wearer is all
that is necessary to release the secuiring means
and completely remove the legging. :
More - particularly described the legging
comprises a flexible leg protecting covering
preferably formed of flexible leather or other
suitable fire and heat resisting material. The
covering is shaped to fit about wearer’s leg
between the ankle and the knee cap and has
a front portion 6 which fits about the front
or shin portion of the leg and a flap portion 7
which extends about the back of the leg and
tucks under the side of the front portion 6
completely to enclose and protect the leg.
At appropriate points the top of the front
portion may be slit downwardly a short dis-
tance and then sewed together with portions
of the covering overlapping, as at 8, thereby
forming an inwardly tapering portion; gen-
erally designated as 9, (Fig. 2) which in-
sures that the upper portion of the legging
will fit snugly about the wearer’s leg. )
The lower part of the front portion 6 is
constructed to provide an outwardly extend-
ing portion or flare generally indicated at 10

~ which overlies and protects the instep of the

foot. In prior constructions it has been cus-
tomary to form the entire flare portion sepa-
rately and then to incorporate the flare in a
suitably formed legging blank. This meth-
od wastes a considerable amount of material
since the blank must cut away a substantial
amount to accommodate the flare.

In the present embodiment the flare is con-
structed in a novel manner, which is economi-
cal in the use of material. Thus, referring to
Fig. 5, when the legging blank comprising the
front portion 6 and flare 7 is formed, a down-
wardly curved portion 11 is provided upon
the lower edge of the front portion and a
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narrow elongated notch 12 is cut at one side
of this curved portion extending substan-
tially radially of the curve. The resulting
form of the blank is shown in broken outline

> in Fig. 5. An insert 13 which in size is suk-

stantially one half of the surface of the flave
is then suitably secured, as by stitching 14,
into the notch to form the flare. In this man-
ner the flare 10 may be formed in an economi-

* cal manner since the only waste portion of

material is that formed when the notech 12 is
cut. For the sake of appearance a line of
false stitching 15 may be formed as a con-
tinuance of that part of the stitching 14
which ares across the front of the leg.

The flare may also include a reinforcing
member or piece 16 secured to the front por-
tion of the flare to resist wear at this point.
A small gusset 17 or the like is also provided
in that porticn of the flap 7 overlying the heel
of the wearer, to allow the legging to fit
snugly around the heel. Stiffening means for
supporting the legging longitudinally in po-
sition upon the wearer’s leg are provided, in

* the present embodiment, in the form of a pair

of substantially flat elongated pieces 18 of
relatively heavy, stiff material such as leather,
composition, fiber or the like, secured one on
either side of the longitudinal median line of
the front portion 6. The pieces are of suffi-
cient width to substantially cover and rein-
force the front portion 6 and are arcuate at
their lower edges to conform to the flare 10.
The flexibility of the front portion, however,

i is retained by spacing the picces apart.

The securing means by which the legging
is held in its proper position about the leg
of the wearer comprises upper and lower fas-
tening members arranged normally to provide
an engagement between the covering portion
and the underlying flap portion. This en-
gagement is such that the two parts are posi-
tively held against separation by the pull
normally exerted when the legging is worn,

> but may be readily separated by a pull in a

direction other than normal. In other words,
the engaging means are amply capable of
maintaining the legging in wearing position
but may be easily disengaged by a simnle rela-
tive movement of the parts. Other fastening
means, which in itself may be disengaged by
a simple pull, is provided normally to hold
the upper and lower engaging means against
accidental disengagement.

In attaining this end the present invention
contemplates the provision of an elongated
rigid bar 18 of metal or other suitable mate-
rial which is suitably secured vertically along
the free edge of the front portion 6. As here-
in illustrated the means for securing the bar
is by forming a pocket by turning the edge of
the front portion 6 upon itself and sewing the
bar therein. The bar may be offset slightly
as shown in Fig. 3 to conform to the shape
of the wearer’s leg and has near its upper
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and lower ends a pair of hook members 19
rigid therewith which extend inwardly of the
cover portion, when the bar is secured to the
legging. In shape, the hooks are preferably
in the form of a right angled member having
one relatively short leg which is secured to
the bar 18,

The hook members are arranged to engage
any one of a series of transversely extending
apertures 20 provided at appropriate posi-
tions near the edge of the flap portion 7 of the
legging. The apertures are preferably rein-
forced by strips of stiff leather or similar rigid
material secured to the flap. Egyelets 22, of
a well-lmown type, designate the apertures 20
and extend through the flap portion 7 and the
reinforcing pieces 21 further to secure them
together. Thus, when the legging is heing
placed upon the leg, the flap portion 7 is
wound around the rear portion of the leg nnd
tucked nnderneath the edge of the cover por-
tion. The hooks 19 are then inserted in the
proper apertures 20 to secure the legging in
place. It will be seen that by providing a
series of the apertures the legging is readily
adjusted to fit snugly about the leg.

In addition to the upper and lower secur-
ing means, another fastening member is pro-
vided for maintaining the normal engagement
thereof. This means comprises an ordinary
type of buckle 23 fastened to a strap 24 or the
like, which in turn is secured to the legging.
In this embodiment, the securing means is in
the form of a rivet 25 extending through
pocket-forming layers of the front portion 6
and also through the bar 18 which prefer-
ably is apertured as at 26 to permit the rivet
25 to be readily applied.

A strap 27 having a series of apertures 28
therein is fastened to the flap portion 7 for
engagement by the buckle in the customary
manner. Thestrap 27, however, is detachably
secured to the flap 7 so that a simple pull upon
the unengaged end of the strap will release
the strap from the flap. To this end any well-
known type of readily detachable snap fas-
tener 29 may he used as, for example, one em-
bodying complementary male and female
members. If desired, the member of the fas-
tener which is carried by the strap 27 may
be mounted thereon for adjustment longitudi-
nally thereof.

From the above description of the fasten-
ing means, it will be apparent that the hool
members 19 after engagement with the aper-
tures 20 will resist a direct pull tending to
separate the parts. If however the har 18 is
tipped slightly the hooks will immediatelx
slide out of engagement with the apertures.
Thus, when the legging is mounted upon the
wearer’s leg, with the hooks in engagement
to hold the upper and lower portions of the
legging against separation, the strap 27 en-
gaging the buckle 23 in the desired position of
adjustment, and with the snap fastener 20
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engaged, the legging is firmly held in posi-
tion. When it 1s necessary to remove the leg-
ging quickly, as would be the case if a quan-
tity of hot metal splashed upon the legging,
the operator merely grasps the free end of
the strap 27 and with a quick pull disengages
the snap fastener 29. This pull, at sub-
stantially the same instant, tips the bar 18
to slide the hooks out of the apertures and
free the legging, and continuing unwraps and
swings the legging from the leg. By this
construction, therefore, a legging has been
provided which is capable of complete and
instant removal from a wearer’s leg by a
single operative movement in only one direc-
tion, that is, a sweeping substantially tangen-
tial motion directed forwardly of and a bit
outwardly from the leg.

I claim as my invention:

1. A legging comprising, in combination, a
flexible leg protecting covering capable of
extending entirely about a wearer’s leg to
position one side edge underlying the other,
a bar secured along one side edge of said
covering having hook members rigid there-
with and spaced longitudinally thereof, and
means appropriately positioned on the other
of said side edges to be engaged by said hook
members to maintain said covering in posi-
tion upon a wearer’s leg, said hook members
being constructed instantly to release said
engaged means upon a movement of said bar
in one direction.

2. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering adapted to
extend about a wearer’s leg and to position
opposite sides thereof adjacent each other,
one of said sides having a plurality of aper-
tures therein, hook means upon the other of
said sides adapted to engage certain of said
apertures to maintain the legging in position
upon a wearer’s leg, and a member connect-
ing said hook means movable to effect a si-
multaneous disengagement of said hook
means from said apertures.

3. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering arranged $o
be fitted about a wearer’s leg with opposite
sides thereof overlying one another, com-
plementary upper and lower fastening mem-
bers upon opposite sides of said covering en-
gageable to maintain the covering in position
upon the wearer’s leg, means connecting the
fastening members upon one side of said

5 covering movable to release said holding en-

gagement, and means for holding said mem-
bers against movement comprising a strap
and buckle instrumentality interposed be-
tween the opposite sides of said covering.

4. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering arranged to
be fitted about a wearer’s leg with opposite
sides thereof overlying one another, com-
plementary upper and lower fastening mem-
bers upon opposite sides of said covering ar-
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ranged when in engagement to maintain the
covering in position upon the wearer’s leg,
means connecting the fastening members
upon one side of said covering movable to
release said holding engagement, and means
for holding said members against movement
comprising a buckle permanently secured to
one of said sides, a loose strap to engage said
buckle, and a snap fastener interposed be-
tween said strap and the other of said sides.

5. A legging having, in combination with a
leg protecting covering arranged to encircle
the wearer’s leg with opposite sides thereof
in ‘overlapping relation, means for holding
said legging in normal position upon a wear-
er’s leg and capable of instant disengagement,
said means comprising a bar carried by the
outer one of said overlapping sides, hook
members rigidly mounted in spaced longi-
tudinal relation on said bar, means upon the
underlying side engageable by said hook
members, said hook members being formed to
release said engagement upon a tipping move-
ment of said bar, and quickly detachable
means connecting said overlapping sides nor-
mally to prevent tipping of said bar and op-
erable in the detaching movement thereof to
tip said bar to release the hooked engage-
ment. ’

6. A legging comprising, in combination,
a leg protecting covering, means for main-
taining said covering in position upon a
wearer’s leg and a flare secured to the lower
portion of said covering, approximately half
of said flare being integral with said cover-
ing and the other half of said flare being
formed as a separate piece secured thereto.

7. A legging comprising, in combination,
a leg protecting covering, means for holding
said covering upon a wearer’s leg and an
outwardly extending portion near the lower
edge of said covering arranged to protect
the instep of a wearer’s shoe, one half of said
flare being a flap constructed in the form of
a continuance of said covering, the other half
of said flare portion being a separate piece
secured to said covering and said flap.

8. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering adapted to
extend about a wearer’s leg to position oppo-
site sides thereof adjacent each other, a plu-
rality of spaced hooks carried by one of said
sides, means on the other one of said sides
engageable by said hooks, and means con-
necting said hooks to permit simultaneous
disengagement thereof by movement of said
connecting means.

9. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering adapted to
extend about a wearer’s leg to position oppo-
site sides thereof adjacent each other, a plu-
rality of spaced hooks carried by one of said
sides, means on the other one of said sides
engageable by said hooks, means connecting
sald hooks to permit simultaneous disengage-
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ment thereof by movement of said connecting
means, and means independent of said hooks
for normally maintaining said hooks in en-
gagement.

10. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering adapted to
extend about a wearer’s leg to position oppo-
site sides thereof adjacent each other, means
for detachably securing the sides together at
one end of the legging, a hook member car-
ried by one side of said covering at the top
end of said legging, and a laterally extend-
ing series of apertures on the other side of
said covering positioned to be optionally en-
gaged by said hook member to hold the sides
at that end of the legging together, said hook
member being fashioned for release from an
engaged aperture by a lateral pull on the
covering side on which said member is car-
ried.

11. A legging comprising, in combination,
a flexible leg protecting covering adapted to
extend about a wearer’s leg to position oppo-
site sides thereof adjacent each other, means
for detachably securing the sides together at
one end of the legging, and means for detach-
ably securing the sides together at the other
end of said legging including an aperture
on one of said sides and a hook member car-
ried on the other of said sides to engage said
aperture, said hook member being fashioned
for release from such engagement by a lat-
eral pull on the side of the covering on which
the hool is mounted.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature.

KARL E. JENSEN.



