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Patented Mar. 16, 1937 

UNITED STATES 

2,074,229 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,074,229 

COLLAPSIBLE CONTAINER, 
Austin C. McKee, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Application May 23, 1936, Serial No. 8,490 
5 Cains. 

My invention relates to improvements in col 
lapsible containers for shipping or storage pur 
pOSes. 
The invention is designed with the particular 

purpose in view of providing an inexpensive, 
light weight container comprising a pair of inner. 
and outer sections, fitting together one within 
the other, to reinforce each other, each formed 
of a single piece of material, foldable into a 
collapsed, substantially flattened-out condition, 
and adapted for telescoping one within the other 
in their collapsed condition, for shipment or 
storage as a collapsed unit. 
My invention is furthermore designed to pro 

Wide a container characterized as above set forth 
which is inexpensive to manufacture, strong and 
durable, and well adapted to protect the contents 
thereof against shocks and jars incident to ship 
ping and handling. 
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To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 
other objects, presently appearing, a preferred 
embodiment of my invention has been illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and described and 
defined in the following description and claims, 
respectively. 

In said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrating m 

improved container with the sections fitted to 
gether. 

Figure 2 is a view in transverse section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 looking in the direc 
tion indicated by the arrows. 

Figure 3 is a similar view with the sections 
partly withdrawn one from the other. 

Figure 4 is a view in horizontal Section. 
Figure 5 is a view in perspective of the inner 

Section in collapsed condition, and 
Figure 6 is a view in perspective illustrating 

the sections in collapsed and reversed telescoped 
condition for packing. 

Referring to the drawings, the illustrated en 
bodiment of my container comprises inner and 
outer sections f and 2, respectively, each formed 
of cellular board of the usual Well-known type, 
the Sections being of the proper dimensions to 
slidingly fit one within the other. 
The inner section is formed of a single piece 

of the material above designated cut, and folded 
upon itself, to form side walls 3, end walls (3, 
a cover wall 5, and flaps 6 at each end of the , 
cover wall 5 and a side flap at one side edge of 
said wall 5. The folds 8 at one end of the section 
, between the side walls 3 and the end wall 
provide integral hinge connections between said 
walls. The opposite end wall 4 is similarly con 

(C. 229-23) 
nected to one side wall 3 by the fold 9 there 
between and to the other side wall by a strip of 
adhesive material forming a hinge at this point 
between said end wall and opposite side wall. 
The cover wall 5 has an integral hinge connec- 5 
tion to one side wall 3 by means of the fold 
therebetween. The folds 2 between the cover 
wall and the end flaps 6 form integral hinge 
connections therebetween whereby Said flaps may 
be folded over the end Walls 4 exteriorly thereof. 0 
The fold 3 between the cover wall 5 and the 
side flap provides a similar connection for 
folding the flap against the outside of said side 
wall. The cover wall 5 is designed to be swung 
into closed position relative to the section with 15 
the flaps 6 and inserted between the walls of 
the inner and outer sections. To facilitate ar 
ranging the flaps 6 in the position their side 
edges 4 are preferably beveled. As will be ob 
vious the primary purpose of the flaps 6 and is 20 
to close the edges of the Section. 
To collapse the section the cover wall 5, to 

gether with the flaps 6 and T are swung on the 
fold until said cover wall is substantially 
aligned With its connected Side Wall 3. The other 25 
side Wall 3 and the end walls 4 may then be 
swung on the folds 8 and the strip of adhesive 
material f into a flattened-out position as 
shown in Figure 5. The flaps 6 and 7 may then 
be swung on the folds 2 and 3 outwardly of the 30 
connected side Wall 5 into straightened-out posi 
tion. 
The Outer section 2 is constructed in substan 

tially the same manner as described with refer 
ence to the section of a single piece of the same. 35 
material cut, and folded to provide side walls 5, 
end walls S, a cover wall 1, an end fiap 8 at 
each end of the cover wall 7 and a side flap 9 
at one side of said cover wall. The folds 20 at 
one end of said section 2, between the end and 40 
side walls 6 and 5 form integral hinges between 
Said end and side Walls, and the other end Wall 
6 is similarly connected to one side wall 5 
by an overlap 2 folded on said Side wall as at 
22. The cover wall 7 is integrally hinged to one 45 
side wall 5 by a fold 23. The folds 23 and 25 
between the cover wall 7 and the end and side 
flaps 8 and 9, respectively, provide for folding 
said flaps in a position to fit within the section 2 
as shown in Figure 3. As in the case of the sec- 50 
tion the flaps 8 are preferably beveled at their 
sides as at 26 to facilitate SWinging them into 
the section 2. 
Asbest shown in Figure 2 the flaps 6 and and 
8 and 9 are designed so that in the closing 55 
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positions of the cover walls 5 and 7 the flaps on 
one of said walls almost engage the flaps on the 
Other Wall. So that when the sections are fully 
nested said flaps form substantially continuous 
third Walls intermediate the side walls on one side 
of the Section and intermediate the end walls of 
said sections at both ends of the latter. This 
third wall is designed to additionally protect the 
contents of the section from shocks and jars. 
The outer Section 2 may be collapsed in sub 

stantially the same manner as described with 
reference to the section . Since the procedure 
for collapsing this section is largely a matter of 
repetition of the procedure described with refer 
ence to the section , it is believed to be unnecess 
Sary to describe the same in detail. 
As will be clear the section 2 in its collapsed 

Condition is of the proper size so that its flat 
tened-out side and end was fis and 6 form 
an envelope open at its side edges into which the 
Corresponding collapsed parts of the section 
may be inserted, the cover section 5 and the flaps 
6 and 7 of the section f lying flat against the 
cover wall 7 and flaps 8 and 9 of the section 
2. In this position of the section they are corn 
pactly arranged and removably Secured together 
for storage or shipment as a collapsed or 
knocked-down unit. Obviously the sections f 
and 2 may be separately collapsed and secured to 
gether as above described or the side and end 
walls of the sections may be collapsed together 
While they are in nested relation. 
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If desired the inner section may be provided 
with a transverse partition 26 having flaps 27 
hinged to the ends thereof by folds 2s and 
Cemented or glued to the side walls 3 of said 
inner Section so that the partition may be folded 
flat intermediate said side walls as shown in 
Figure 5. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that my 

invention comprises a sectional container the 
Sections of which may be knocked down or folded 
into a flattened-out condition and secured to 
gether in Such condition by nesting a part of one 
within a part of the other. Furthermore the 
container in its set-up condition is provided with 
top and bottom closure walls either of which 
may be used for access to the container and 
which in their closed position form reinforcing 
Walls intermediate the inner and outer containers 
around substantially three sides of the container. 

It is to be understood that the details described 
in the foregoing are illustrative of a preferred 
embodiment of my invention only, and that right 
is herein reserved to modifications of such de 

2,074,229 
tails falling within the scope of the claims ap 
pended hereto. 
What I claim is: 
1. A container comprising, nesting sections 

Separative from nesting relation, each section 
including end and side walls hinged together for 
folding upon each other, the folded walls of one 
Section forming an envelope, and the folded 
walls of the other section fitting within the 
envelope thus formed. 

2. A container comprising, separate nesting 
Sections, each including end and side walls hinged 
together for folding flat upon fach other, and a 
cover wall hinged to one side wall for maove 
ment to opening and closing positions, the cover 
walls of said sections having edge flaps for inser 
tion between said sections to prevent the latter 
from collapsing, and the end and side walls of 
the Sections being foldable while in nested rela 
tion when said cover Walls are in opening posi 
tion. 

3. A container comprising, a pair of sections 
adapted to nest one within the other, said sec 
tions comprising a pair of cover walls hinged to 
said Sections, respectively, in opposed relation 
and provided with edge flaps adapted to be in 
serted between said sections to form in the closed 
position of said cover walls reinforcing walls 
intermediate the ends and one side of the sec 
tions, respectively. 

4. A container comprising, a pair of sections 
adapted to nest one within the other, said sec 
tions having a pair of cover walls hinged to said 
Sections, respectively, in opposed relation and 
provided with edge flaps adapted to be inserted 
between said sections to form in the closed posi 
tion of said cover walls reinforcing walls inter 
mediate the ends and one side of the sections, 
respectively, said sections comprising end and 
side walls hinged together in each section for 
folding flat upon each other. 

5. A container comprising, a pair of sections 
adapted to nest one within the other, said sec 
tions having a pair of cover walls hinged to said 
Sections, respectively, in opposed relation and 
provided with edge flaps adapted to be inserted 
between said sections to form in the closed posi 
tion of said cover walls reinforcing walls inter 
mediate the ends and one side of the sections, 
respectively, said sections comprising end and 
side walls hinged together in each section for 
folding flat upon each other with the folded walls 
of one section telescoped between the folded 
walls of the other section. 
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