~ April 10, 1951

Filed June 29, 1948

F. MUHLHAUSER

2,548,043

CHILD’S BOOK

3 Sheets-Sheet 1

|
coverd . | k
0|
|
Trrl |
¢4 ||

I
z ‘,‘ 2
f o |

/
30 R

|
A

|||
|

ZZé 2o

54/}55.

3T ll,

P

-~

c7

337

.

(E%X% y“ -1~

—

|~ 35

INVENTOR.

LX Ny

2




F. MUHLHAUSER

April 10, 1951

2,548,043

CHILD’S BOOK

3 Sheets-Sheet 2

1948

Filed June 29,

atr

INVENTOR.

@%zz%[%m

BY%;%ajkeyé 62?3 fi; e

‘@ 2bvd




April 10, 1951

F. MUHLHAUSER 2,548,043
_ CHILD’S BOOK .
Filed June 29, 1948

3 Sheets—Sheet 3

T L I » /5

A (I -\ a s = ——,

(4 A

~— e Lo

S) Ao em J =" =

A R e
NN e Sl - e -
0 g7
Pagee

|~ d&

5@&

INVENTOR.

%ﬁ S nses.
’ZW i




Patented Apr. 10, 1951

2,548,043

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,548,043 ‘
CHILD’S BOOK
Fritz Muhlhauser, Chicago, IIl.
Application May 29, 1948, Serial No. 30,140
(CL 281—42)

3 Claims.

1

This invention relates to an improvement in
books, and more particularly to an improved
children’s book.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a book with a movable member which is
moved through and coordinated with the pages
of the book so that a page may be lifted and
turned to expose the subsequent page when the
movable member is properly positioned on the
page, with the remaining pages underneath beins
held in closed position.

Another object of this invention is‘to provide
a means for stimulating a child’s interest in the
book, where instead of merely providing printed
pages, the central or important character of the
story is made in a three dimensional object and
is secured to the book so that it is moved from
page to page as the pages are read. The mov-
able character being positioned with relation to
the printed matter on the page so that it ap-
pears that the character is fixed to the page
being read.

Another object is to provide a book with a
movable character member coordinated with the

pages of the book so that in appearance a life-

like character is progressively moved through

the pages of the bock as the story is read.
Ancther object is to provide a book with a

movable member which is moved progressively

forwardly in one direction from page to page from =2

the beginning to the center page of the book and
then in a reverse direction back to its initial posi-
tion through the remaining pages of the book.

Other objects will become apparent as this
descrivtion progresses.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the book in closed
position and showing the movable member in its
initial starting position.

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken on line
2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the book with the cover
opened and showing the title page.

Fig. 4 is a plan view showing the rear of the
title page and page 1, with the movable member
moved to its first moved position.

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view taken on line
5—5 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a plan view showmg pdges 2 and 3
and the cutout of the second moved position.

Fig. 7 is a plan view of pages 4 and 5 and show-
ing the cutout of the third moved position.

Fig. 8 is a plan view of pages 6 and 7 and
showing the cutout of the fourth moved position.

Fig. 9 is a plan view of pages 8 and 9 and show-
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ing the cutout of the fifth moved position or the
first moved position in the reverse direction.

Fig. 10 is a plan view of pages 10 and 11 and
showing the cutout of the sixth moved position
or the second moved position in the reverse di-
rection.

Fig. 11 is a plan view of pages 12 and 13 and
showing the movable member ready to be moved
to ifs final moved position which is back to its
initial starting position.

Tig. 12 is a view of page 14 and the back cover
with the movable member returned to its last
moved position or initial starting position.

Fig. 13 is a view of a modified form of sup-
perting the movable member.

The book, generally indicated at 20, comprises
a front cover 22, a hack cover 24, and a plurality
of pages, generally indicated at 28, which are
kound together in the conventional book man-
ner. The pages are preferably made of heavy
stock paper to provide some degree of rigidity.
The layout of the cutouts and the slotied sections
of the various pages comprising the hook is as
shown in the drawings. The story and the illus-
trations may be imprinted on the pages in the
usual maner, but preferably should be arranged
so that it bears some relationship to the position
of the movable member on the page.

The book cover 22 and all of the pages of the
book each have an oval shaped cutout which cut-
outs are in registry or alighment with each other
when the book is closed.  All of the aforemen-
tioned said cutouts for the sake of uniformity
will be designated by the same numeral 39. al-
though each cutout is'on a separate page. These
cutouts form the starting position, as well as the
final return position for the movable member,
generally indicated at 28, and more presently to
be described. In addition, the other pages of
the book have additional cutouts and slots as
will now be described. .

Page 1 of the book, designated- by the numeral
35, (Fig. 4) has an oval shaped cutout 37 posi-
tioned to the right of cutout 38, and a slot 38
communicating between the cutout 30 on page 1
and the cutout 37. The cutout 37 forms the first
forward moved position for the movable member.

Page 3, shown in Fig. 6, and designated by the
numeral 35 has a cutout 4§ (positioned further
to the right than the cutout 87 on page 1) and a
slot 41 connecting it with cutout 36 on page 3.
Cutout 40 forms the second forward moved posi-
tion for the movable member. Page 5 shown in
Fig. 7 and designated by the numeral 42 has a
cutout 43 and a slot 44 connecting it with cut-




2,548,043

out 30 on page 5. Cutout 43 is positioned up-
wardly of cutout 40 on the previous page and
forms the third forward moved position for the
movable member.

Page 7 shown in Fig. 8 and designated by the
numeral 45 has a cutout 46 and a slot 41 con-
necting it with cutout 30 on page 7. Cutout 4§
is positioned upwardly of cutout 43 and forms
the fourth and final forward moved position for
the movable member. Page 9, shown in Fig. 8
and designated by the numeral 48 has a cutout
49 and a slot 50 extending from the position of
the previous cutout 46 on page 7 and communi-
cating with the cutout 49. Another slot §1 con-
nects the cutout 49 and cutout 30 on page 9.
The cutout 49 may be positioned on the page
similar to the position of cutout 43 on page 5
and forms the fifth moved position or the first
return position for the movable member.

Page 11, shown in Fig. 10 and designated by
the numeral 52 has a cutout 53 and a slot 54 ex-
tending from the position of the cutout 46 on

20

page T and communicating with the cutout 53. .

Another slot 55 connects the cutout 83 with the
cutout 30 on page 10. The cutout 53 forms the
sixth moved position or the second return pesi-
tion for the movable member.

Page 13, shown in Fig. 11 and designated by the
numeral 56 has a single slot 57, extending from
the position of the cutout 45 on page 7, to the
cutout 30 on page 13. The back cover of the
book 24 has a single slot 58, similar to the slot 57.

The movable object which is slid through the
slots of the pages, page by page, is preferably
though not necessarily a three dimensional ob-
ject, made to conform to the character of the
story printed on the pages of the book. In the
illustration shown, a design of a turtle 66 is used,
which is supported cn a post 62 -which extends
through the slots. A pair of spaced washers
63 and 64 are suitably secured to the post and
are positioned on the opposite sides of the hack
cover 24 to slidably support the post and turtle
in an upright position and to permit the slid-
ing of same along the slot 53 of the back cover
and through the various slots. The post and
turtle are preferably irremovably connected to
the back cover.

The operation and construction of the book
may be best understood by the following descrip-
tion. With the book cover closed, as in Fig. 1,
the turtle or whatever movable member is used
rests in the pocket defined by the cutouts 39 of
each of the pages, but extends preferably slightly
above the top of the cover. In this position the
book may be opened to any page. However, the
purpose of this invention is to stimulate a child’s
interest to read or have read to it a story in
proper sequence through - all the pages of the
book and to follow it from page to page with the
movable member.

The book cover 22 and title page 32 are raised
and turned over as in any other book, exposing
the back of the title page 33 and page 1 (35). The
story and illustrations as heretofore explained
may be printed and illustrated throughout the
page and commence if desired on the title page
32 or on page 1 (35). When the book is opened
to page 1, the turtle will be in the cutout 38.
After page 1 is read, the turtle is moved from the
cutouts 38 through slot 38 to the cutouv 37 on
the page shown in Fig. 4. When in this position
page 1 may be raised and turned exposing pages
2 and 3, as shown in Fig. 6. If the turtle is po-
sitioned in the slot 38, page 1 cannot be opened
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until such time that the turtle is moved either to
cutout 39 or cutout 371. With the turtle in cut-
out 37, the turtle will be positioned as shown on
page 3 and the page will not be able to be turned
until the turtle is moved from the position shown
through the slot 4! into the cutout 40 on page 3.
Presumably only after the page has been com-
pletely read will the turtle be shifted or moved
in the slot on each of the pages to its next re-
spective cutout to permit turning of the page.

With the turtle in cutout 48, page 3 (3%) may
be lifted and turned exposing pages 4 and 5,
shown in Fig. 7, the turtle being positioned as
shown on page 5 until the page is completely
read. In this position, as previously explained,
page 5 and the remaining pages underneath
cannot be turned forward. When the turtle is
slid in the slot 48 to cutout 42, page 5 may he lifted
and turned, exposing pages 6 and 7, shown in
Fig. 8. The turtle is then in the position shown
on page 7. After the reading of these pages, the
turtle is moved through the balance of the slot
47 to the cutout 46, its fourth and final forward
move. Page 7 may then be lifted, exposing pages
8 and 9, shown in Fig. 9, with the turtle in the
position shown. Assuming that page 9 is the
center or middle page of the book, the succeed-
ing pages of the book should have their cutouts
positioned to permit the movable member to
travel in a reverse direction from its previous
travel so that the movable member is back to'its
initial starting position when the last page of
the book is reached. Before page 9 can be lifted
and turned, the turtie must be moved back to the
cutout 49 through the slot 53.

After page 9 is turned, pages 10 and 11 (Fig.
10) are exposed and the turtle is positioned on
page 11, as shown in Fig. 10. To lift and turn
page 11, the turtle is moved through slot 54 to
the cutout 53. With page 11 lifted, pages 12 and
13 are exposed, as shown in Fig, 11, with the
turtle in the position shown on page 13. Affer
the turtle is slid from that position to the cui-
out 39 on page 13, it is then back to its initial
starting position and page 13 may be turned, ex-
posing page 14 and the back cover, shown in Fig.
12. This completes the cycle of travel of the
movable member forwardly and then rearwardly
through the pages of the bock.

It will be understood that while I have de-
seribed a book with a limited number of pages,
any book with an increased number of pages
may be similarly constructed and used with my
invention, and that by reducing the spacing
between the cutouts, additional space is provided
for movement of the slidable member through
a book with a larger number of pages.

In Fig. 13 is shown a modified means for sup-
parting the movable member. In this construc-
tion I provide a compression spring 86 secured
to the turtle. The opposite end of the spring
is secured to a washer 68 which is positioned on
the outside of the back of the hook. The spring
extends through the slots of the pages and the
back cover. As the pages are turned up, the
compression spring 65 will urge the turtle down-
wardly to rest on the uppermost page and com-
pensate for the lifted pages. If desired, a grooved
covering may be placed on the back cover so that
the washers 64 and 68 will be hidden from view.

with the foregoing invention there is thus
provided a book having a story hook character
which can literally be said to walk through the
pages of the book as the story progresses. This
provides a very fascinating attraction for chil-
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dren’s books. Obviously unlimited stories and
various movable characters can be thus made
and coordinated to provide a continuous series
of sueh books.

It will be understood that various changes may
be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A beok comprising a plurality of leaves,
each having a cut-out, with the cut~out on one
leaf being positioned out of registration with
the cut-out on the leaf immediately preceding
or following, each of said leaves having a slot
communicating with the cut-out therein, with
the slots of succeeding leaves being of progres-
sively increased length and with the slot of one
leaf being aligned with the slot of a succeeding
leaf, and a movable element having s size smaller
than any one of said cut-outs so as to pass
therethru and supported on a member movabile
in said slots when the same are alined.

2. A book comprising & plurality of leaves,
each having a slot cut therein with the slots of
succeeding leaves being of progressively increased
length and with the slot of one leaf being alined
with the slot of & succeeding leaf, each of said
leaves having a cut-out connecting with the end
of the slot therein, the cut-outs of said leaves
being cut of registrationn with each other and
being so disposed that the cut-outs of succeeding
leaves are spaced at progressively increased dis-
tances from the beginning ends of said slots,
and a movable element having a size smaller
than any one of said cut-outs so as to pass there-
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thru and supported on a member movable in said
slets when the same are alined.

3. A book comprising a plurality of leaves,
each having a slot cut therein and spaced from
the marginal edges of the leaf with the slots of
succeeding leaves being of progressively in-
creased length and with the siot of one leaf
being alined with the slot of a succeeding leaf,
each of said leaves having a cut-out connecting
with the end of the slot therein, said cut-outs
being out of registration with each other and
heing so disposed that the cut-outs of succeeding
leaves are spaced at progressively increased dis-
tances from the beginning ends of said slots,
and a movable element supported on a member
movably longitudinally in said slots and in super-
posed relation to the top leaf of said book, said
element having a size smaller than any of said
cut-outs sc as to pass therethru, said. element
being movable into registration with the cut-
out-of the top leaf so that said leaf may be lifted
or turned.

FRITZ MUHLHAUSER.
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