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Albert L. Niccoli, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Application November 22, 1948, Serial No. 61,356 

(C. 36-5) 3 Cains. 

This invention pertains to sandal typa shower 
Shoes with adjustable foot retaining means. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

Wide a shoe having a high, thick Sole block, SO 
that the foot of the wearer is elevated above 
the Surface on which he walks; 
Another object is to provide a Since haWing a 

thick sole composed of a block of wood, or other 
equivalent Substance, having over-lying holding 
cords, adjustable as to length, adapted to con 
fornia to the upper part of the foot, So that the 
Wearer may slip his foot beneath these cords 
and onto the top of the sole block Without the 
necessity of fitting the shoe onto the foot by 
hand, and therefore without the necessity of 
Stooping; 
Another object is to provide a shower Shoe 

which has a block sole to provide an elevated 
platform for the feet whereby they may be re 
in oved from contact with the earth or foor and 
kept from contact with fungus or bacteria, which 
may infest runways or floors near Swimming 
pools, oath houses, or the like; said block be 
ing provided with hold down cords adjustable 
as to length, sufficiently stiff to remain erect 
over the sole platform, so that the feet of the 
wearer may be slipped in place on the Sole blockS 
Without manual help; 

Still another object is to provide a neans for 
adjusting the hold down cords, above mentioned, 
consisting of Screws extending transversely 
through shoe, knots formed at One end of each 
hold down cord and the threads of the Screw 
engaging clasps Surrounding knots formed at 
the other end of each hold down cord; 
A still further object is to provide mechanism. 

for holding the feet of the wearer on the upper 
surface of the sole blocks, consisting of cotton 
ropes, forming hold down cords, knotted at each 
end so that the knots may be introduced into 
holes transversely bored through the Sole block 
in two positions along the length thereof, tO 
gether - with mechanism for maintaining One of 
the knots in fixed position in Said hole, while 
the other knot may be drawn to and from the 
fixed knot; Said mechanism including a metal 
stop secured within one end of each transverse 
hole, a clasp attached to one end of the hold 
down gori and a Screw adapted to engage one 
end of the cord against Said hole stop while the 
other end of the Screw threads into the clasp 
on the free end of the cord. 
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Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
I attain the foregoing objects by the means 

of the mechanism and structure illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of One form of 
iny shower shoe; 
Figure 2, a side elevation thereof; 
Figure 3, a perspective view of one of the hold 

down cords and the mechanism by which it is 
attached to the body of the shoe, shown in ex 
panded form; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional elevation 
taken Substantially on line 4-i, Figure 2; and 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of a modified form 
of shower shoe, embodying my improvements. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts in the 
Several views. 
The body 2 of the shoe is composed of a solid 

Wooden block, which may be either in the forn 
shown in Figures and 2 or in that shown in 
Figure 5. This body may be termed the Soie 
block since it constitutes the entire Sole of the 
shoe and is in block forin, So as to elevate the 
platform 3 a considerable distance from the 
ground level is and thus keep the wear3r's feet 
away from and out of all contact with the 
ground or floor. 
The Sole block is Secured to the feet of the 

user by two transverse cords S and which form 
loops extending transversely over the platform 3. 
These cords are preferably made of cotton rope. 
I find that this has the proper consistency and 
substance to maintain the erected form, as shown 
in the several figures, So that the foot of the 
wearer can always be slipped under the loopS. 
Since it is necessary for the cords to coniforn 
to the foot of the wearer at two positions, the 
length of the cords is somewhat critical. Cord 

is intended to contact the Wearer's foot 3 a. 
short distance behind the toes, while cord i con 
tacts the upper surface of the foot just to the 
rear of the instep. Mechanism for holding the 
cords to the shoe body and provide necessary 
adjustment includes holes and 2 drilled 
transversely through the body of the shoe at 
longitudinal positions So that the cords will as 
Sume the positions above mentioned. The for 
Ward hole a receives the ends of forward cord 
6 and the rear hole 2 receives the ends of the 
rear COrd . 
A metal bearing 4 comprising a disk 5 at 

tached by extension pieces is to arcuately shaped 
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piates it is inserted into one end of each of Said 
transverse holes. i.he extension pieces G are 
positioned at, diametrically opposed points on 
the edge of disk 5, and arcuate plates eX 
tend over and outwardly from the rin of the hole 
in which the stop is inserted. The complete bear 
ing is inay then be secured oy Screws 8 driven 
through holes in the arcuate plates and into the 
imaterial of the shoe body. A knot 38 is formed at 
one end of each cord aind , arid a Screw 2; 
inserted through this knot with a groinnet 22 
slipped under the screw head 23 to form a.de 
quate contact with the knot. Disk is drilled 
to receive the Shank of the ScreW with a sliding 
fit. A knot, 2 is formed at the other end of 
the hold down cord and this is exciosed in a 
metal clasp 26 which is inade froin a metal Strip 
folded over the knot, So that its overlapping ends 
2 may be drilled and threaded to ieceive Screw 
3:. A hole 28 is also formed and threaded on 
the outer face of the clasp. The threaded por 
tion of screw 2, therefore, screws through the 
OVerlapping ends of the casp Strip, through the 
knot 3, and then through hole 28 on the outer 
face of the ciasp. The end of the hole in the 
Shoe body, adjacent the clasp, is partially cow 
ered by a notched disc 3, Secured by screws. 33. 
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The notch 3 on the upper side is arranged to 
receive the end portion of the hold down Gord 
adjacent knot 25 So that the cord will easily slide 
in and out through the notch space 3. The 
object of plates 35 is chiefly ornamental. How 
ever, they serve to keep dirt out of transverse 
holes, and give the body block a finished ap 
pearance. 
In use, the hold down cords 6 and are at 

tached to the body block 2 as shown in Figures 1, 
2 and 5. Knots 26 are maintained fixed in the 
bearings 4 while knots 25 are novable at the 
opposite ends of each of the transverse holes, re 
Spectively. The length of the cords 6 and it is 
adjusted by a screw driver applied to the head 
23 of each of the screws 2 A. Rear cord is ad 
justed to bear on the portion of the foot just 
above and forward of the ankle and slightly to 
the rear of the instep, and forward cord 6 is 
adjusted to that portion of the foot slightly to 
the rear of the toes. 
The mechanism above described for adjusting 

the length of these cords makes this operation 
Simple and easy. When both cords are prop 
erly adjusted the foot may be slipped under thern 
and Worn as shown in Figure 1. The shoes are 
made in right and left pairs and preferably the 
Screw heads 23 are on the outside faces of each 
shoe. 

Having fully described Iny invention and ex 
plained its use, I make the following claims: 

i. A Shower Shoe composed of a thick sole block 
having an elevated foot Suporting surface, a hole 
extending transversely through said block at a 
forward position to receive the ends of a for 
Ward foot retaining rope adapted to engage the 
foot of the wearer just to the rear of the toes, 
a hole extending transversely through said block 
at a rearward position to receive the ends of a 
rearward foot retaining rope adapted to engage 
OVer the foot of the Wearer just forward of the 
ankle, metal bearings having disks centrally 
pierced to receive the Shank of an adjusting screw, 
and each Secured. Within one of the ends of each. 
of Said holes, foot retaining ropes having knots 
formed at each end extending over said foot Sup 
porting Surface, a closed looped band enclosing 
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4. 
the knot at one end of each of said ropes and 
having threaded holes to receive adjusting screWS, 
adjusting screws having shanks inserted through 
each of the knots at the ends of Said ropes not 
enclosed by said bands, and through said bearing 
disks and extending through said holes in Said 
block and being adapted to hold each of said 
knots through which they pass in each of Said 
holes, and being threaded through Said bands, SO 
as to draw each of the knots enclosed thereby 
into the opposite ends of each of Said holes in 
Said block. 

2. In a shower shoe as herein disclosed having 
a sole block with an elevated foot Supporting Sur- . 
face and being provided with forwardly and rear 
wardly positioned transverse holes, the combina 
tion therewith of adjustable foot retaining means 
including a pair of ropes looped over said block, 
each rope being knotted at each end, bolts each 
having a head at one end and a threaded pos? 
tion at the other end inserted through each of 
the knots at one end of said ropes and a closed 
looped band threaded onto each of Said bolts and 
each enclosing one of the knots at the Opposite 
ends of said ropes, bearing disks centrally pierced 
to each receive the shank of one of said bolts 
and each secured within One of the ends of said 
holes in said block, forming, with Said heads, caV 
ities receiving the knots between Said disks and 
the heads of Said bolts; Said knots enclosed by 
Said bands being retained within the opposite 
ends of Said holes and being free to slide axially 
therein along the threaded ends of said bolts as 
Said bolts are rotated in said bands. 

3. In a ShoWer shoe as herein disclosed having 
a sole block with transverse holes therethrough, 
a foot retaining means to retain the foot of the 
Wearer on - said block, including a rope knotted 
at each end, an adjusting Screw having a head 
at One end, a Shank, adjacent thereto, and a 
threaded portion at the other end, the shank ex 
tending through the knot at one end of said rope 

70 

With the head thereof bearing against said knot 
and the Shank of said Screw extending through 
One of the holes in said Sole block, a closed 
looped band enclosing the knot at the opposite 
end of Said rope and having threaded holies on 
each side of Said knot to receive the threaded 
end of Said Screw, and a bearing element have 
ing a disk centrally pierced to admit said screw 
and positioned within one end of said sole block 
hole forming a cavity to embed the knot on said 
Shank adjacent Said Screw head; the knot en 
closed in Said band at the opposite end of said 
SCreW being free to slide in the opposite end of 
Said hole when Said Screw is rotated in the 
threaded holes in said band. 

ALBERT I. NICCO. 
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