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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT WILLIS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

HAT-FASTENER. 

No. 818,988. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented April 24, 1906. 
Application filed June 7, 1905, Serial No. 264,200, 

To (v// it'? O7), it 7) left/ (Once '7. 
Be it known that I, ROBERT WILLIS, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel 
phia and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in 
Hat-Fasteners, of which the following is a 
specification. 

This invention relates to hat-fasteners, and 
has for its objects to produce a comparatively 
simple inexpensive device of this character 
which may be readily applied for use, one 
which will hold the hat securely upon the 
head of the wearer, and one in which the hat 
engaging nenbers will automatically and 
firily engage the latter. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this class in which the hat 
engaging in embers may be readily adjusted 
for coöperation with hats of varying sizes, 
one in which said members will after adjust 
nent be securely clamped in place, and one 
wherein the hat-engaging and hair-engaging 
ne:bers may be quickly disconnected when 
circumstances require. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention comprises the novel features of 
construction and combination of parts more 
fully hereinafter described. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side elevation of a device embodying the in 
vention and showing the same applied for 
use. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the device. 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the hair-en 
gaging member and its supporting-frame. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the clamp, 
showing the parts thereof separated. Fig. 5 
is a detail view, partly in section, of one of 
the hat-engaging members. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 
frame composed of sheet metal or other suit 
able material and comprising a marginal por 
tion 2, preferably of elliptical form, inter 
sected by a longitudinal portion or plate 3 
and a transverse portion or plate 4, said 
plates being riveted or otherwise attached to 
the elliptical portion or frame 2, which latter 
is of concavo - convex form to fit properly 
upon the crown of the head of the wearer. 

Pivoted at one end to the frame 2, prefer 
ably by means of a hinge 5, and extending 
longitudinally beneath the plate 3 is a hair 
engaging member or pin 6, curved longitudi 
nally to conform to the head and adapted for 
engagement at a point adjacent its free 
sharpened end with a hook or keeper 7, car 

ried by the frame, there being formed upon 
the longitudinal edges of the plate 4 of the 
latter upwardly-disposed in turned engaging 
portions or langes S, designed to engage the 
base portion or plate 9 of a clamping device 
10 for detachably connecting the latter with 
the fratne 1. It is to be understood in this 
connection that the clamping device is at 
tached to the frame by entering the plate 9 
longitudinally between the engaging flanges 
S, thus permitting ready adjustment of the 
device 10 in a direction transversely of the 
frame 1. 
The clamping device 10 comprises a lower 

primary clamping member or plate 11 and an 
upper secondary clamping member or plate 
12, designed for connection with the plate 12 
by means of a clamping-screw 13, carried by 
the latter and threaded to receive a wing-nut 
14, there being provided on the plate 11 re 
versely - inclined semicircular portions 15, 
which coöperate with similarly-inclined por 
tions 16 on the plate 12 for producing tubu 
lar seats 17, inclined from the horizontal in 
relatively reverse directions. 

Entered respectively into the seats 17 is a 
pair of reversely-extending downwardly-in 
clined hat-engaging members 18, identical in 
construction and operation and each com 
prising a tubular section or casing 19 and a 
longitudinally-movable section or element 20, 
telescopically engaged with the section 19 
and provided at its outer projecting end with 
a sharpened hat-engaging portion or finger 
21, there being housed in the tubular section 
19 a spring 22, operatively engaged with and 
acting upon the arm or element 20 for forcing 
the latter to engaging position. 

In practice the nut 14 is loosened and the 
members 18 properly adjusted to accord with 
the size of the hat, the nut being then manip 
ulated for causing the clamping members 11 
and 12 to securely clamp the members 18 in 
their adjusted positions. The pin 6 is next 
engaged with the hair of the wearer, after 
which the hat-engaging devices are properly 
adjusted transversely relative to the frame 1 
by moving the plate 9 longitudinally between 
the flanges S, as heretofore explained. After 
the parts have been properly arranged the 
hat is placed in position upon the head of the 
wearer, whereupon it will be engaged by the 
elements 20, which are moved to engaging 
position under influence of the springs 22, it 
being apparent that owing to the downward 
inclination of the hat-engaging members the 
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latter will, as the hat is moved to position, be 
forced inward against the action of the springs 
and thereafter returned by the latter auto 
matically to engaging position, as illustrated 
in Fig. 1. - 
From the foregoing it is apparent that I 

produce a simple inexpensive device admi 
rably adapted for the attainment of the ends 
in view and one which may be readily adjust 
ed and will maintain the hat firmly in posi 
tion, it being understood that in attaining 
these ends minor changes in the details here 
in set forth may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim is 

1. In a device of the class described, a 
frame, a clamping device adjustably connect 
ed therewith and comprising a pair of coöp 
erating clamping members provided with tu 
bular seats, a pair of hat-engaging members 
disposed respectively in saidseats and for rela 
tive longitudinal adjustment, and a hair-en 
gaging member carried by the frame. 
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2. In a device of the class described, a 
frame including a transversely - extending 
part, a clamping device slidably engaged with 
said part and comprising a pair of coöperat 
ing clamping members provided with re 
versely-inclined seats, a pair of hat-engaging 
members disposed respectively in said seats 
for relative longitudinal adjustment, and a 
hair-engaging member carried by the frame. 

3. In a device of the class described, a 
frame including a transversely - extending 
part, a clamping device slidably engaged with 
said part and comprising a pair of coöperat 
ing clamping members, a pair of hat-engag 
ing members seated between the clamps and 
adapted for relative longitudinal adjustment, 
and a hair-engaging member carried by the 
frame. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ROBERT WILLIS. 
Witnesses: 

ALFRED. H. WILLIS, 
LEWIS SHERMAN. 
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