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The present invention relates to merchandise
packages and more particularly to a small folding
packet designed so that it may be repeatedly
opened and reclosed without damage, so that it
serves not only as a package in which the mer-
chandise is sold, but also may be used as a con-
tainer for the goods until they are used. As here
disclosed, the packet is of clear transparent ma-
terial, so that its contents are entirely visible; in
order that the package will permit close inspec-
tion of its contents without opening, and will thus
be especially suited to modern merchandising
methods.

Tt is the primary object of the invention to pro-
vide a secure, safe and durable packet in which
small items of merchandise may be displayed and
sold, and while the exact form of the invention
here disclosed has been found to be particularly
suitable for packaging sharp, irregularly shaped
items such as fishhoeoks, it is contemplated that it
is equally acceptable for various other merchan-
dise of appropriate size.

Another important cbject of the invention re-
sides in the provision of a merchandise package
so designed that the contents are fully visible, yet
wherein the package structure is both waterproof
and oilproof, and is of sufficiently hard and dur-
able material that it is not apt to be damaged or
penetrated by the points of hooks or similar items
contained therein.

A further object of the invention is the provision
of a small merchandise package in the general
form of a flat folder having a yieldable closure
flap, yet so designed that the cooperating folds of
the packet are held in snug, close fitting engage-
ment with each other, to substantially seal the
inside of the package and effectively prevent
articles within the packet from slipping out be-
tween the folds.

A still further object is the provision of a pack-
age of the type indicated above, so formed and
constructed that it is capable of economical man-
ufacture by mass production methods.

Other objects will appear in connection with
the description of the present preferred com-
mercial embodiment of the invention as illus-
trated in the drawings attached to and forming
a part of this specification.

In the drawings:

Pigure-1 is a perspective view of a merchandise
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package constructed in accordance with the
teachings of this invention; the package being
shown in closed position;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the package
with the closure flap open;

Figure 3 is a plan view of the blank from which
the package cover is formed;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the cover after
forming, but prior to assembling;

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view
through the assembled package taken substan-
tially on the plane of the line 6—38 of Figure 1;

Pigure 6 is a detail sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the plane of the line 6—6 of Figure
1; and

Figure 7 is a detail sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the plane of the line 7—T7 of Figure 1.

The package is in the general form of a flat
folder, and may be of size and shape more or less
comparable to the size and shape of ordinary
bookmatehes. It is preferably formed of a trans-
parent material having a fairly hard surface, and
characterized by a considerable degree of inherent
resiliency. Cellulose acetate plastic in sheet form
is ideal for the purpose, but chviously other ma-
terials having similar physical characteristics
may also be utilized. Successful results have besn
obtained by the employment of acetate sheet ma-
terial about .008 inch in thickness and of several
different makes, commonly marketed under the
trade names of: “Kodapak,” “Lamurith,” “Vue-
pak,” and “Lucite.” Each of these materials is a
waterproof, oilproof transparent and resilient
plastic having a relatively hard surface so that
it is not apt to be penetrated by the points of
fishhooks, pins, ete., within the package, yet the
material is sufficiently yieldable that it may be
easily cut and stapled during the process of man-
ufacture.

The package is formed of a flat blank of ma-
terial of the general configuration shown in Fig-
ure 3. This blank includes a cenfral portion or
back 19, having a short flap {1 at one end and a
long flap 12 at the opposite end. A pair of side
flaps or wings I3 and (4 are positioned on each
side of the back portion 8. These wings are
preferably cut with their outer edges (5 and 16
parallel with each other, but with their upper ends
11 and 8 lying at an obtuse angle to the outer
edges. 'The lower ends {9 and 21 may also be at
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a slightly obtuse angle, if desired. In manufac-
turing the packages, the blank shown in Figure 3
is first stamped or die cut and is then scored along
the lines 22, 23 and 24. This is best done by creas-
ing the sheet with a heated scoring bar to give
the material a permanent set between the back
portion and the wings. For best results, the
wings 13 and i4 should be folded through an
angle of about 110 degrees, so that when free the
surfaces of the wings will lie at an acute angle
with respect to the back 190.

The package is assembled by folding the lower
flap 11 over the lower ends of the wings 13 and
14 and securing the flap and lower ends of the
wings to the back panel {0 of the package by a
staple 25. It is contemplated that a label or card
26 be inserted below the ends of the wings and
under the short flap { | before the staple is driven,
so that the card will be held in position by the
staple, yet the indieia on the card will be easily
readable through the front or back of the
package.

‘When the merchandise is inserted in the pack-
age, the long front closure flap 12 is manually
closed and becomes partially creased along the
line 27. This flap normally tends to filex out-
wardly to the position shown In Figure 2, but
when its end edge is inserted under the lower
flap {1 it will be held in a somewhat curved
position as indicated in Figure 5, the exact curva-
ture depending of course on the guantity of ma-
terial enclosed within the package. It is im-
portant to note, however, that although the lower
ends of each of the wings {2 and {4 are held in
position substantially parallel with the back panel
{8 of the package by the staple 25, yet the upper
ends of each of these wings tend to flex outwardly.
This is due to the angle at which the crease be-
tween the wings and the back pane] is formed,
and causes the outer edges I5 and {8 of the
wings to flex outwardly until they engage the
front closure fiap 12 along substantially its en-
tire length. This construction serves a dual
purpose, since it not only perinits the package
to expand substantially to accommodate the mer-
chandise inserted within it, but also since it gives
the package what may be termed a “self-sealing”
characteristic: that is, the edges of the wings on
each side of the back panel lie so closely against
the inner surface of the front flap that they pre-
vent any possibility of small articles slipping be-
tween the flaps and falling out of the package.
The obtuse angle between the side edges of the
wings and the end edges {7 and 18 brings these
ends very close to the upper curved portion of the
closure flap 2 to complete the sealing of the
packet.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that
the teachings of this invention provide a simple
and nove] package, well adapted to its intended
purpose of containing small items of merchan-
dise and particularly acceptable as a package for
merchandising small and irregularly shaped
items. The package finds ready acceptance with
retail dealers, since the contents are completely
visible and a customer may make a selection as
to size, shape or color of the merchandise with-
out opening the package. This naturally avoids
2 considerable loss of time and the associated risk
of mixing the dealer’s stock. In fact, it is par-
ticularly acceptable from a merchandising stand-
point, since the customer may select the mer-
chandse by visual identification even though he
may not be familiar with the names and size
identification applied to the merchandise. Yet
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4
the faet that the merchandise is identified on
the label makes reordering easy and gives assur-
ance of exact duplication of previous purchases.

The package may be opened and reclosed many
times without damage, and while the material of
which it is formed is sufficiently yielding that it
may he conveniently carried in the pocket, yet
the acetate sheet has a hard surface that points
of sharp articles, such as fishhooks, will not be
apt to penetrate. It is practically impervious to
both oil and water, so that it is not apt to be
easily damaged or disfigured. This is particular-
ly advantageous in packaging of items that the
user may later wish to reorder by label identifica~
tion, since it encourages the user to keep the items
in the original package until the supply is ex-
hausted and yet, at the same time, the trans-
parent cover of the printed package label on the
card 28 is so well protected that the identifica-
tion necessary to reorder is not apt to be obscured
or obliterated by constant handling of the pack-
age, even with wet, dirty or greasy hands.

The form of package illustrated and described
here is the prefered commercial embodiment of
the present invention, but since it will be obvious
to those skilled in the art that various modifica-
tions and variations therefrom may be indulged
in without sacrifice of all of the advantages of
these teachings, it is pointed out that the concept
of the invention is not limited to the precise form
shown but extends to any variation within the
scope of the appended claims,

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim as new and desire to protect by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. An elongated container consisting of a single
piece of resilient transparent plastic material
comprising a back panel, a retaining flap form-
ing a closure panel extending across the side of
the container to substantially the side edges
thereof, a pair of side wings extending substan-
tially the length of the container and leaving a
space between the side edges of said wings sub-
stantially one-third of the width of the con-
tainer, an integral front panel extending from the
opposite end of the container from said retain-
ing flap, said front panel also extending the
length of the container so as to overlap the side
wings and overlap and engage under the retain-
ing flap when in operative position, said retain-
ing flap overlying one end of each side wing, a
staple medially positioned in said retaining flap
and tixedly securing the same to the back panel
and clamping one end portion of each of the side
wings against the back panel, said side wings be-
ing joined to the back panel by a single crease
between the back panel and the side wings the
unclamped end portions of the side wings flaring
outwardly from the back panel and resiliently
contacting the underside of the integral front
f.anel when said front panel is in operative posi-

ion,

2. An elongated container consisting of g single
biece of resilient transparent plastic material
comprising a back panel, g retaining fiap form-
ing a closure panel extending across the side of
the container to substantially the side edges
thereof, a pair of side wings extending substan-
tially the length of the container and leaving a
space between the side edges of said wings sub-
stantially one-third of the width of the container,
an integral front panel extending from. the op-
posite end of the container from said retaining
flap, said front panel also extending the length
of the container so as to overlap the side wings
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and overlap and engage under the retaining flap
when in operative position, said retaining flap
overlying one end of each side wing, a staple
medially positioned in said retaining flap and
fixedly securing the same to the back panel and
clamping one end portion of each of the side
wings against the back panel, said side wings
being joined to the back panel by a single crease
hetween the back panel and the side wings the
unclamped end portions of the side wings flaring
outwardly from the back panel and resiliently
contacting the underside of the infegral front
panel when said front panel is in operative posi-
tion: said container having an identification

labe]l positioned under said retaining flap and 15

held in position by said staple.
GLEN L. EVANS.
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