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(57) Abstract: A point diffraction interferometer for measuring properties of aspatial impulse response function, the interferometer
including: a source for generating a source beam; an optical system; an optical element including atest object located in an object
plane of the optical system, the test object including a diffraction point for generating from the source beam a measurement beam
that passes through the optical system, wherein the optical element also generates from the source beam a reference beam that is
combined with the measurement beam to generate an interference pattern in an image plane of the optical system, the interference
pattern representing the spatial impulse response function of the optical system.
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