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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN J. GREENOUGH,
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and
State of New York, have invented a certain
Improvement in Mustache-Shields for Drink-
ing-Vessels, of which the following is a speci-
fication: T

Cups and other drinking-vessels have been
made with a partition formed therein, and
made a part of said vessel,to shield the mus-
tache from being saturated with the liquid
while drinking; but for many reasons such a
‘device is found objectionable and inefficient.

- It is inefficient for the reason that, while the
owner can use it at home, it is inconvenient
and,in fact, impossible to carry it about for
use on all occasions; besides, it is Iliable to
destruction,'and is not/therefore always avail-
able even at home. It is objectionable for the
reason that it is very difficult to clean a cup
containing one, and it is liable to get heated

-~ and retain the heat much longer than in my

device. Ior these, and many other reasons not
here enumerated, the mustache-cup has not
come into general use.

My invention is intended to obviate all the
above defects, and to provide a convenient
and practicable mustache-shield, always avail-
able to the owner when drinking in any place,
portable, and at'the same time cheap, durable,
and efficient.

-The constructicn is as follows: A flat plate,
a,or one slightly convexed on its upper sur-
. face, is shaped somewhat in the form of a
shield, as in IFigure 1, or otherwise varied in
outline to suit the taste of the constructor.
To this. plate, a, two side plates or wings, b,
are jointed near the corners at ¢. These wing

pieces, b, have a lip turned up on their front
edge, d,which is made somewhat convex. Op-
posite the joint,or at some other convenient
point on the edge d, a hook, &, projects upward

-

and curves over and down to the bottom of the
surface opposite its lower end, and it is made
with a slight spring, so as to cling to the edges
of vessels of different thickness. ~ If ‘a suffi-
cient hold of the lip cannot be had without
carrying the shield too low into the cup, a
shank opposite the hook can project down
below it, as seen in Fig. 2, 4. - By this arrange- -
ment of parts the shield can be set at any dis-
tance from the top and be put onto large or
small cups, tumblers, &e., the shield expand-
ing or contracting at the wings for that pur-
pose. Instead of two joints, as seen’in Fig.1,
the twowings may be made broader and joined
by a pin at the center, as in Fig. 2, omitting
the center piece; or if the shield is intended
for a drinking-vessel of a specific size, it can
be made in one piece, as.seen in: Fig. 3, and
either of these shields can be furnished with
a wire-gauze strainer, as seen in Fig.3, s; or
the center part can be perforated at the outer
or lower edge for that purpose,if desired, to
prevent any extraneous substances or.impuri-
ties from entering the mouth. - From thehook
k the band d may be made to spring out-or in
to fit the eurve of the drinking-vessel more
closely, and the hook itself can be made to
swivel. The shield attached to a cup is seen
in Fig. 4. :

I claim as my invention in the above-de-
seribed shield—

1. The spring-hooks %, of the mustache-
shield, for holding the same. securely within
and below the rim of a drinking-vessel, sub-
stantially as herein described.

2. The combination of the strainer with a
mustache-shield, substantially as and for .the
purposes set forth. ;
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