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My invention is an improved fastening de 
vice which is particularly well adapted for 
use in holding a fire place stop or front 
cover in place, and it consists in the combi 
nations, constructions and arrangements 
herein described and claimed. An object of the invention is the provision 
of a fastening device of the character de 
scribed which can be adjusted at will to vary 
the effective length thereof within a consid 
erable range. - A further object of the invention is the 
provision of a fastening device of the char 
acter described which includes means for 
holding the fastening device taut or under 
tension and for preventing displacement of 
the parts of the fastening device when the 
fastening device has been applied. - 

Other objects and advantages of the in 
vention will be apparent from the following 
description, considered in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a 
fire place stop or cover held in place by fas 

5 tening means embodying the invention, Figure 2 is a relatively enlarged fragmen 
tary plan sectional view, showing one of the 
units of the fastening means exhibited in 
Figure 1, and portions of the fireplace wall 
and the fireplace stop or front cover, respec 
tively, Figure 3 is a perspective view showing 
a fastening unit embodying the invention 
and including a modified form of spring ten 
sioning member. . In Figure 1, the numeral 1 designates a 
stop or front cover for a cavity or fireplace 
(partially shown at 2) in a wall 3. A pair of fastening units embodying the invention 
in the form now preferred by me are shown 
in Figure 1 as holding the fireplace stop or 
cover in place, each fireplace unit being in 
dicated at U. The specific fireplace stop or 
cover is disclosed and claimed in my prior 
application for Letters Patent of the United 
States, Serial +23,309, filed April 15, 1925, 
and will not be described in detail nor 
claimed herein. . . . . . . 
As shown to advantage in Figure 2, each 

of the fastening units U includes an elon 
gated supporting member which may con 
prise two elongated bar-like sections indi 
cated at 4 and 5, respectively. The section 5 is formed with a longitudinally extending 

slot 6. The section 4 is formed with a trans 
verse opening 7 adjacent to one end thereof 
and a suitable fastening device, such as a bolt 
Sextends through the opening 7 and through 
the slot 6 and is threadedly engaged with a 
nut 9 which can be tightened against the sec 
tion 5 to hold the sections 4 and 5 against 
relative longitudinal movements, whereby 
the effective length of the sections 4 and 5 
combined can be varied within a consider able range. The section 4 is provided adja 
cent to its free end with a longitudinally ex 
tending slot 10 which is enlarged at its inner 
end or in other words at the end thereof 
nearest to the section 5, as indicated at 11. 
A right angular bracket has an arm 12 se 

cured rigidly to the convex face of a sub stantially semi-elliptical spring tensioning 
bar 13 intermediate the length of the spring 
tensioning bar. The second arm of the right 
angular bracket is indicated at 14 and is dis 
posed flatwise against the adjacent or outer 
end portion of the section 5 of the fastening 
unit, being connected with the section 5 by 
a horizontal bolt 16 which extends through aligned openings in the outer end portion of 
the Section 5 and the bracket arm14 and is 
threadedly engaged by a nut 17. It may be 
noted at this point that the bracket arm 12 
can be secured to the spring bar 13 in any 
suitable known manner, as by welding. The 
spring bar 13 is provided with a threaded 
opening 18 which is formed through the 
spring bar intermediate the length of the 
latter and in register with an opening 19 
in the bracket arm 12. The shank of the 
bolt 20 may be extended through the aligned 
openings 18 and 19 and may threadedly en 
gage with the wall of the opening 18. This 
bolt is of sufficient length to extend beyond 
the plane of the contact portions at the ends 
of the spring bar 13 when the head of the 
bolt is in contact with the bracket arm 12. 
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The contact portions at the ends of the 
spring bar are indicated at 21 and are re 
versely curved end portions of the spring 
bar 13 which thus present convexly curved 
chntact faces to the inner wall of the fire 
price cover 1 when the bolt shank is pro 
jected through an opening 22 in the fire 
place cover 1, as shown in Figure 2. The 
extending end portion of the shank of the 
bolt 20 is adapted to be threadedly engaged 
by the internally screw threaded sleeve por 
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tion 23 of an adjusting member which may 
have a knob or like outer end portion or 
handle indicated at 24. 
A stud 2.5 is adapted to be driven into the 

fireplace wall to extend within the fireplace 
froin a side wall of the fireplace. This 
stud has a head 26 of greater area in Cross 
section than the slot 10 in the Section 4 of 
the fastening unit but of slightly less al'ea 
in cross section than the enlarged end poi'- 
tion 11 at the inner end of the slot 10. 
From the foregoing description of the 

various parts of the device, the operation 
thereof, may be readily understood. The ef 
fective length of the sections 4 and 5 of a 
fastening unit embodying the invention is 
adjusted as desired and the fastening unit 
then is manipulated to cause the head 26 of the anchoring stud to pass through the 
enlarged end portion. 11 at one end of the 
slot i0. The fastening unit then is moved 
utwardly until the shank of the anchoring 

stud has slid in the slot 10 against the op 
posite end of the slot 10. The bolt 20 then is projected through the opening 22 in the 
fireplace cover 1 and the adjusting member 
23–24 is tightened on the bolt 20 against 
the action of the spring tensioning member 
13 until the marginal edge portions of the 
fireplace cover have been drawn tightly 
against the front face of the fireplace wall 
and the spring tensioning member 13 has 
been elongated from the position shown by 
the full lines in Figure. 2 to the position 
indicated by the dotted lines in the same 
figure. The spring member 13 therefore 
serves not only to hold the fastening unit 
under tension and taut but also tends to . 
prevent accidental displacement of the ad 
justing member 23-24 from a desirable po sition on the bolt 20. 

it will be understood that when two of the 
fastening units U. are employed to hold 
the fire-place cover in place as shown in 
Figure 1. said fireplace cover has two of the 
openings 22 which respectively are located 
adjacent to opposite side edges of the fire 
place cover. Also, two of the anchoring 
studs 25-26 are provided, the respective 
anchoring studs extending into the fireplace 
or cavity from opposite side walls of the latter. 
The modification shown in Figure 3 is 

identical with the fastening unit hereinbe 
fore described and in addition includes a 
second spring tensioning member, indicated. 
at 33. The spring member 33, also is semi 
elliptical in form and is provided inter 
mediate its ends with an opening 34 through 
which the shank of the bolt 20 extends. 
The spring member 33 is arranged at right 
angles to the Spring member 13 and has the 
end portions thereof curved reversely as in 
dicated at 35 so as to present convexly curved 
contact faces to the inner wall of the fire 
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place cover 1 at the time the contact por 
tions 21 of the spring member 13 a)'e 
brought to bear against the inner face of the 
fireplace cover 1 in the manner hereinbefore 
described. . 
The anchoring studs preferably are dis 

posed at a lower level than the openings 22 
in the fireplace cover so that the tightening 
of the fastening devices will draw the fire 
place cover firmly down against the hearth 
as well as against the front wall of the 
fireplace structure. if desired, may use a 
soft wire of sufficient strength to connect 
the stud 25-26 with the member 14 in lieu of the bars 4 and 5. 

i claim :- w - 
1. A fastening device for fire-place covers 

comprising an elongated supporting member, r r - a longitudinally bowed. Spring member con 
nected with the outer end portion of Said 
supporting member, said longitudinally 
bowed spring member having an opening 
formed therethrough intermediate its length, 
an internally screw threaded adjusting mem 
ber, a bolt adapted to be projected through 
said opening and through an opening in a 
fireplace cover for engagement with said 
threaded adjusting member for holding the 
ends of Said spring member tightly against 
the adjacent face of said fireplace cover, and 
a stud on a wall of the fireplace, the inner 
end portion of said supporting member be 
ing adapted for engagement with said stud. 

2. A fastening device for fire-place, covers 
comprising two elongated bar like sections, 
means adjustably connecting the sections so 
that the effective length of the sections.com 
bined can be varied, a bracket, a semi-elliptic spring tensioning member having reversely 
curved end portions, said bracket being se 
cured rigidly to said spring member inter 
mediate the length of the latter and on the 
convexly curved face of the spring member, 
means connecting the outer end portion of 
one of said sections to said bracket, said bracket and said spring member having reg listering openings, a bolt extending through 
said registering openings beyond the plane 
of the contact faces of the end portions of 
Said frame, said bolt being adapted to ex 
tend through an opening in a fireplace cover, 
an adjusting device in threaded engagement 
with said bolt-at the outer side of said fire 
place cover, and an anchor fixed against 
movement and with which the second of said Sections may be engaged. 

3. A fastening device for fire-place covers 
comprising two elongated bar-like sections, 
means adjustably connecting the sections so 
that the effective length of the sections.com bined can be varied, a bracket, a semi-elliptic spring tensioning member having reversely 
curved endportions, said bracket being Se 

- cured rigidly to said spring member inter 
mediate the length of the latter and on the 
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convexly curved face of the spring member, 

ty 

means connecting the Outer end portion of 
one of said sections to said bracket, said 
bracket and said spring member having reg 
istering openings, a bolt extending through 
said registering openings beyond the plane 
of the contact faces of the end portions of 
said frame, said bolt being adapted to extend 
through an opening in a fireplace cover, an 
adjusting device in threaded engagement 
with said bolt at the outer side of said fire 
place cover, and a stud with which the sec 
ond of Said Sections may be engaged, and 
said last named section having a longitudi 

5 nally extending slot for engagement with 
the 'shank of the stud, said slot being en 
larged at the end thereof nearest to the 
spring member to permit the head of the 
stud to pass therethrough so that the shank 
of said stud may engage with said slot, the 
reversely curved end portions of said semi elliptic spring member presenting convexly 
curved contact faces to the inner face of said 

2 5 
fireplace cover. - 4. A fastening device for fire-place covers 
comprising two elongated bar-like sections, 
means adjustably connecting the sections so 

8. 

that the effective length of the sections com 
bined can be varied, a bracket, a semi-elliptic spring tensioning member having reversely 
curved end portions, said bracket being se 
cured rigidly to said spring member inter 
mediate the length of the latter and on the 
convexly curved face of the spring member, 
means connecting the outer end portion of 
one of said sections to said bracket, said 

3. 

bracket and said spring member having reg istering openings, a bolt extending through 
said registering openings beyond the plane 
of the contact faces of the end portions : 
of said frame, said bolt being adapted 
to extend through an opening in a fireplace 
cover, an adjusting device in threaded en 
gagement with said bolt at the outer side 
of said fireplace cover, an anchor with 
which the second of said sections may be 
engaged, and a second semi-elliptic spring 
member having reversely curved end por 
tions and having an opening intermediate 
its length through which said bolt extends, 
said second-named spring members being 
disposed at right angles to said first named 
spring member. - JOHN H. SUTTON. 
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