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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, VIRGINIA N. BROWNING,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Cam-
den, in the county of Camden and State of
New Jersey, have invented acertain new and
useful Improvement in Toe-Protectors for
Children’s Shoes; andIdo hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tionof theinvention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to a toe protector or
covering which is designed more especially
to be applied to the toe of a creeping child’s
shoe to prevent the upper from teing worn
through at the point of contact with the car-
pet or floor as the child creeps about, it be-
ing almost invariably the case that the shoe
is worn at this point and rendered unsightly
and useless, while the body of the same re-
mains intact and but slightly damaged. -

The object of my invention is to overcome
this diffieulty; and to this end I provide a
protector which can be easily and quickly
adjusted, does not cause discomfort to the
child, nor detract from the appearance of the
foot, and is capable of being reversed when
one portion thereof is worn, thereby prolong-
ing the usefulness of the article, all as will be
hereinafter set forth, and pointed out in the
claim.

In the drawings which accompany and |

form a part of this specification, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved protestor.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the same
applied to a shee. Tig. 3 is a diagrammatic
view of the two halves or sections of which
the said protector is formed.

Referring now to the drawings, A denotes
the protector, which is preferably made of
two erescent-shaped pieces ¢ ’, of leather or
other suitable material, which are stitched or
otherwise fastened together at their circum-
ferential edges, thus forming the pocket or
protector A. Theé pieces ¢ o’ of which the
protector A is formed are preferably of soft
leather, such as morocco, finished in black or
any other desired color on the outside and

left undressed on the inside and soft, thus
rendering the device less liable to discolor or
mar the finished surface of a shoe thanif the
protector was made of leather having a dyed
and finished inner surface. Said pieces a a’
are cut half-elliptical on their diametrical
edges, as this tends to give a better fit to the
protector and overcome the gaping of the
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mouth of the same, which would be likely to -

occur if the said pieces were cut with a
straight edge at this point.

To the sides of the mouth of the protector
A, at the points b b’, I attach the opposite
ends of astrap B, preferably as I have shown,
an .elastic band or ribbon, which is intended
to pass around the heel of the shoe, Fig. 2,
and hold the protector securely upon the toe
of the same, this elastic band permitting the
use of the protector with shoes of various
sizes. C

Oue point of novelty in my improved pro-
tector which I especially desire to call atten-
tion to is its reversible feature. The wear
on the protector will be at the point ¢, Fig. 2,
as the toe of a creeping child comes in con-
tact with the floor at this point, and conss-
quently the section of the protector which
lies upon the sole of the shoe will not be worn
at all. Therefore when one section becomes
worn the protector may be reversed and ihe
opposite section brought into use.

Havingthusdescribed myinvention,Iclaim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

The toe-protector A, formed of the like
crescent-shaped sections @ a’, the elastic sup-
porting-strap B, attached to said protector at
opposite sides thereof, said protector being
capable of reversal when one of its sections

becomes worn, so that the opposite section.

may be brought into use, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. :

VIRGINIA N. BROWNING.

Witnesses:
JAMES G. THAYERS,

THOMAS S. ITARGESHEIMER.
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