Nov. 7, 1950 | E. LAPPE, JR - 2,529,472

DISPENSER FOR SALT OR THE LIKE
Filed Jan. 21, 1948

FlG.1 | - FlG.2
(24 2 24

< ‘I\\, ~
NN\
______ : \\\ \\ AN \\ N\ \\N
.o 4. N
. . N a

INVENTOR,

Eowarp LarFe R
BY

ATTORNEY




Patented Nov. 7, 1950

2,529,472

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2, 529 472
DISPENSER FOR SALT OR. THE LIKE

Edward Lappé,: Jr.; Scarsdale, N Y.; Anne M.
Lappé executrix of said Edward Lappe, Jr de- .

. ceased -

Apphca,tlon January 21, 1948 Serial No. 3, 621
(CL 222—183)

. 6 Claxms

1
This invention relates to-containers for cond1-
ments, and, more specifically, to improved dis-
pensers for salt or the. like.

- It is well known that conventional receptacles.

of the character intended for use in containing

and dispensing a- condiment, such-as granular-

salt, at the table are frequently incapable of dis-
pensing the salt through the usual perforations
due to the caking of the salt. - This is especially

true in moist climates and during humid periods-

in temperate climates, for the reason that mois-

ture in the air is absorbed: by the contents of the.

container, causing it to cake and preventing its

free delivery, as required..  The presentinvention:

obviates these difficulties as it provides: a dis-
penser of the type indicated which effectively

excludes airborne moisture and forelgn matenal

from the interior thereof.

A dispenser constructed 'in accordance w1th~
this invention preferably consists of g pair..of-
units, namely, a shaker unit and 4 cap unit.-

The shaker unit may comprise a pedestal in-
cluding a cylindrical base ha.vmg a planar top
wall. Integral with the base is a continuous
lateral flange that carries a depending flange
which completes the pedestal. Also integral with
and projecting outwardly of the peripheral sur-

face of the base is a plurality of angularly spaced .
The outer surface of each rib constitutes -

ribs.
a portion of the surface of revolution of a right
circular cone. The upper end of each rib merges
with-the upper edge of the base. Mounted on

the top wall of the base is.an upstanding tubular .

wall that is positioned inwardly of the upper
edge of the base. The tubular wall is formed
with .external threads at its upper end for en-
gagement with corresponding threads in a cover

having perforations through which the salt or -

other condiment is adapted to be discharged.
The cap unit comprises an imperforate frustro-

_ ture!
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conical tubular member open at its lower end and -

closed at its upper end.

The cap unit is adapted to be placed over the .

shaker unit and moved downwardly with respect
thereto so that its inner frustro-conical surface
frictionally engages the outer surface of each rib
and forms substantially continuous and line con-
tact with the upper edge of the base. Also, the
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open end of the cap unit is adapted to rest on °

the upper surface of the lateral flange of the
shaker unit to form substantially continuous
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contact therewith. The frictional engagement

between the inner surface of the cap unit and

the outer surface of each rib maintains the units -

in:assembled relation. The contact between the
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frustro-conicalinner surface-of the cap unit-ana
the upper edge of the base, and between the open
end ‘of the cap unit and the upper surface of the
lateral flange effectively excludes moisture and
foreign matter in- the air from the interior of
the shaker, and thereby prevents caking -of the-
salt or other condiment that may be contained
in-the shaker, -as will be apparent from the de-
tailed-description that follows, taken in conJunc-~
tion with: the annexed drawing,

Either or both of the units may be made 0f~
aly suitable material that is impervious to-mois-
- Among the materials that are well suited-
for -use -in the manufacture of-the -dispenser of:
this invention-are various known moldakle ther--
moplastic. materials, metals or -glass.  When-a-
blastic or glass is used, it may be either trans-
lucent or: transparent and:tinted, as may be de--
sired.-- I-have found that thermoplastics are par-
ticularly sultable m attaining the obJects of the
invention. :

-The 1nvent10n has for its- primary obJect the»
provision of an improved dispenser for salt or
the-like that-is adapted to ‘insure the mainte-
nance of -its contents in-a relatively - dry ‘state.
and free from-foreign matter transmitted by air: -

~Another object- of -the invention is to provide-
an-improved dispenser of the above nature which :
is- simple-in construction, attractive in des1gn-

‘and inexpensive to manufacture.

A:further object of the invention is to prov1de ]
a-dispenser- of the character indicated, that per~::
forms. its intended-functions in an effective and :
trouble-free manner. :

‘With the foregoing, as well as other objects-in--
view, the invention comprises the devices, com-
binations and- arrangements of parts set forth -
in the following detailed description and shown
in--the accompanying-drawing, from which the
construction, operation and -advantages' of the:
invention. will: be readﬂy apparent to’ persons¢~i
skilled -in. -the art. - -

In ‘the drawmg o

Figure 1-is“a-view in front elevation of a -
dispenser -‘constructed- in accordance with this -
invention; -

~Pigure 2" is ‘a central -vertical cross-sectlonal :
view of the structure shown-in Figure 1;

Figure 3-is a view taken along line 3—3 of
Figure 2;: and

Pigure 4 1s a V1ew taken along line 4-—14 of
Figure 2. B

Referrmg to the -drawing, wherein like reféer-
ence: ‘numerals - denoté- corresponding parts*"_’
throughout - the- several views, a hollow imper«*"
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forate pedestal, generally indicated by numeral
{0, includes a cylindrical base {1 having a top
wall {2. Integral with base Il is a continuous
lateral flange 13 that carries a depending flange
14. Also integral with the base is a plurality
_of angularly spaced ribs i5 that project outwardly
of the peripheral surface of the base. The outer
surface {6:0f each'rib constitutes -a.portion’ of the’
surface of revoiution-of: a right-circular cone and-
the upper edge of each rib merges with and is
coincident with the uper edge 1T of the base.

A tubular wall 9, preferably. frustro-conical, .
is mounted on base wall 12 inwardly of upper’
The upper-end: of wall-19".

edge [T of the base.
is externally threaded for engagement with the
- eorrespondingly threaded portion of a removable

cover 20 that is provided with a-series of ,perfora= .
tions 21 through which the contents of the dis-

penser are adapted to be discharged.
It is preferred and recommended that pedestal
10..and tubular wall -19-be made :from-a -readily:

moldable thermoplastic -material, and. that af:

least the portion of base: wall 12: directly: below:
tubular wall i9 be transparent-to permit a -user
to visually determine the amount of salt or the
like that may be contained within the-tubulaxr:
wall at.any desired time.:

An imperforate cap unit 22 comprises a.frustro=
conical tubular wall 238 that is open at. its-lower:
end and is closed, as indicated at-24, at its upper
end. - .

When the parts are assembled as.shown -in.

Figures 1 and 2, it will be observed that-the inner:
frustro-conical surface of cap-22-frictionally.en--
gages the outer surface i6 of each rib-15;-and the:
open end of the cap bears against the upper-face:
of -pedestal fiange: 13. -Also,: the inner - frustro=-
conical surface of cap-:22 forms-substantially:
continuous and line contact with-edge: 1T of the-
in engagement with the pedestal and e},ﬁ,clu,des.-:“0

base. Thus, the cap-is-frictionally-maintained

moisture, dust and-other -airborne particles from
the interior of tubular wall {9.

To. dispense salt or other:condiment »that,.'may;;i
pe-contained within the.confines:of wall: 9, the::
individual merely removes- cap-22-and uses the-

shaker unit in the usual manner: It will be.-ap-~

parent that-the cap may-be readily: redisposed -
on the shaker unit after use so:as-to protect-the:-
~b0

contents of the shaker unit. - - . .
It is to be understood:that -the form of:my

jinvention herewith shown.and describedis-'to.-
be taken as.a preferred:example:of the same,.and-
that various changes in the shape,.size;-arrange--

ment and materials of: the parts-may be -resorted

to without departing from- the spirit: of my in-

vention or the scope of the.sub-joined-claims::
I claim: :

1. In a dispenser for salt-or the:like; a ‘base:

comprising a cylindrical upper - portion; a: plu-

rality of angularly spaced ribs integral with the-

base, at least the major portion of:each rib pro-
jecting outwardly of the peripheral.surface .of
said upper portion, and: a.-continuous lateral

flange portion. below  the. ribs; an:upstanding:

4
tinuous contact with the upper surface of the
flange portion of the base.

2. In a dispenser for salt or the like, an imper-
forate base comprising a cylindrical upper por-
tion having an upper flat surface that is normal
to the cylindrical surface, a plurality of angularly
spaced ribs integral with the base, at least the
meajor portion® of “each :rib"projecting outwardly
of the peripheral surface of said-upper-portion,
and a continuous lateral flange below the ribs,
an upstanding tubular wall mounted on said
upper flat surface and positioned inwardly of
the upper edge of said upper portion, at least

_the portion of the-base below the interior of the

tubular wall being transparent, a removable
perforate closure-across the upper end of the

- tubular wall, a. removable imperforate hollow
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tubular wall mounted on said upper portion:and -

positioned inwardly of- the. upper edge.thereof,

a removable imperforate hollow:cap:closed at itsw

upper end and open at its lower-end surrounding

and spaced from the tubular wall;;the: inner:

surface of the cap frictionally engaging: the

outer surface of each rib and forming substan- -

tially continuous and line contact with the:upper

edge of the upper portion of .the base, and the-
lower end of the cap ferming:substantially:con--:
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the upper portionzof. the:base; the: outer:surfac

cap closed at its upper end and open at its lower
end surrounding and spaced from the tubular
wall, the inner surface:of the cap frictionally
engaging the cuter surface.of :each-rib-and form-
ing;. substantially: continuous: and:-line:-contact:
with the upper edge of: the-upper: portion ofzthe:
base; and.the-lower-end. of .the cap; forming:sub-
stantially- -continuous: contact: with- the: upper
surface-of the-flange -portion.of the-base::

3..-In s dispenser for. salt-or the like, a:cylin=
drical base, a . plurality of angularly spaced rihs;
integral with -the base, at:least the:major- por=:
tion " of each:rib projecting: outwardly: of: the:
peripheral surface:of ‘the: base, the-outer surface:
of each.:rib: constituting-a:portion:of the surface:
of; revolution of a: right .circular:-cone,. an:up:;
standing-tubular wall’ mounted-on:-the: base and:
positioned ‘inwardly -of the.upper edge thereof;:
a removable- imperforate:cap: surrounding: and?
spaced:from the tubular:wall; said:cap having &
frustro-conical inner surface:frictionally: engag=:
ing: the :outer:surface ;ofi‘eachu rib -and: forming
substantially- continuous and::line cohtact. with:
the upper edge of:the:base.: - - R

4: Tyy.a-~ dispenser: for- saltzor the:like;: ai:base:
comprising - a-: cylindrical -upper - portion;: a:plu--
rality of angularly:spaced: riks integral with the+
base, at least:the major portion:of each:rib: pro=-
jecting :outwardly . of the:peripheral surface:-of’
said upper portion;:the: outer surface:of each rib+
constituting: a ‘portion-of: the surface-of revolt--
tion -of:a: right:circular: cone; and:a:-continuous:
lateral flange: portion :below. thewribs; dn- up-+
standing - tubular - wall> mountéd: -on - said “upper-
portion: and -positioned: inwsrdly of the: upper*
edge: thereof, a removable: imperforate Hollow
cap closed:at its upper end-and-open at its:lowe
end “surrounding “and- spaced from: the--tubular
wall; said cap having a:frustfe-conical inner-sur--
face -frictionally engaging: the: ‘outer:surface-of &
each .1ib and ‘forming: substantially- contitiuous
and line-contactowith: the  upper- edge-of the~

.upper-portion of-the base; and’the lower-end-of

the. cap:-forming- substantidlly - continuous* con=-
tact with the upper surface-of the*fiange portion™
of:the:base: : S
5..Ifi-a diSpenser-for salt or the like; an: impers-
forate cylindrical base having ‘an upper Hat surs
face: riormal ‘to- the cylindrical” surfaice, o+ pla
rality-of-angularly spaced ribsiifitegral with't
base; at least the majow portior:of ‘eaeh rib pro
jecting. outwardly: of ‘the: peripheral surface

of-each: rib constituting-aportion of the:surfdee:
of revolution: of: aright scircular cone; .an-up<:.
standing tubular-wall mounted: on:saidwupper flat:

surface -and - positioned .inwardly: of::therupper::
edge-of -the -base; a:removablecperforate: closures’
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across the upper end of the tubular wall, a re-
movable imperforate cap surrounding and spaced
from the tubular wall, said cap having a frustro-
conical inner surface frictionally engaging the
outer surface of each rib,

6. In a dispenser for salt or the like, an imper-
forate base comprising a cylindrical upper por-
tion having an upper flat surface normal to the
cylindrical surface, a plurality of angularly
spaced ribs integral with the base, at least the
major portion of each rib projecting outwardly
of the peripheral surface of said upper portion,
the outer surface of each rib constituting a por-
tion of the surface of revolution of a right cir-
cular cone, and a continuous lateral flange bhelow
the ribs, an upstanding tubular wall mounted on
said upper flat surface and positioned inwardly
of the upper edge of the base, at least the por-
tion of the base below the interior of the tubular
wall being transparent, a removable perforate
closure across the upper end of the tubular wall,
a removable imperforate hollow cap closed at its
upper end and open at its lower end surrounding
and spaced from the tubular wall, said cap hav~
ing a frustro-conical inner surface frictionally
engaging the outer surface of each rib and form-
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ing substantially continuous and line contact
with the upper edge of the upper portion of the
base, and the lower end of the cap forming sub-
stantially continuous contact with the upper sur-
face of the flange portion of the base.

EDWARD LAPPE, Jr.
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