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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SUMNER B. CAMPBELL,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Westfield, in the county of Hamp-
den and State of Massachusetts,haveinvented
new and useful Improvements in Coffin and
other Handles, of which the following is a
specifiecation.

“This invention relates to handles for coffins
and foranalogous uses where ornamental han-
dles of comparatively low cost are required,
the object being to provide a handle of this
class of improved construection in respect to
the embodiment in soft-metal handles and
parts thereof of internal strengthening fea-
tures; and the invention consists in the pe-
culiar construction and arrangement of means
for strengthening the escutcheon thereof, all
as hereinafter fully described, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 11is a plan view of the under
side, and Fig. 2 is a like view of the outer
side, of a coffin-handle embodying my im-
provements, each of said figures showing a
partof a handle-bar passing through the drop-
arm of the device. The drop-arm.in Fig. 2
is shownin a depending position. TFig. 3isa
sectional view on the line 8 3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4

is a perspective view of the stiffening and

strengthening metallic parts which are em-
bedded in the escutcheon and drop-arm of the
handle construction, as below described.

In the drawings, A is the escutcheon of the
handle, the latter comprising said escutcheon
and drop-arm thereto pivoted, as shown and
below set forth, B indicates the said drop-
arm, and D is the handle-bar. Said escutch-
eon A constitutes, ag usual in this class of
constructions, the ornamental base-plate or
escutcheon, which is attached to an object
closely thereagainst by suitable screws. Said
escutcheon hasthe screw-holes 2 therethrough
for the above-named purpose, and its under

‘side is chambered sufficiently to allow the in-

ner extremity of the drop-arm B the required
free-swinging movement and. to provide for
properly placing the below-described stiffen-
ing and strengthening parts therein. An
opening 3 is provided through said escutch-
eon having suitable upstanding ears 8 on its

opposite borders through which the outer
ends of a pivot-pin 4, which is driven through
the hiead 5 of said drop-arm, extend, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. Said drop-arm swings on
said pin 4 and its head 5 swings within said
opening 3 in the escutcheon when the drop-
arm islifted or dropped downward. A shoul-
der 6 on said arm strikes against an abutment
7 on the escutcheon when said arm is swung
to a horizontal position, as shown in Fig. 3.
The end of said arm from said shoulder 6
thereon to its adjoining extremity is curved,
as is usual in such constructions, whereby
the said opening 3 is caused to be constantly
closed whatever may be the position of said
drop-arm. As above set forth, the said pin
4, on which said drop-arm swings, engages by
its ends in said ears 8 on the escutcheon, but
the considerable strain upon said pin when a
heavy weight is lifted by means of said arm

requires that said ears, and said arm likewise,

be reinforced by their union with a stronger
metal than the soft white metal of which said
escutcheon and arm are ordinarily made; and
it is furthermore deemed desirable that the
parts of the escutcheon contiguous to the
point of engagement therewith of said drop-
arm be likewise strengthened, to the end that
they shall unyieldingly resist the strain con-
sequent upon their connection with said arm
and to provide stronger means for the en-
gagement of screws with the escutcheon than
is afforded by the said soft metal. To this
end, a metal frame K, Fig. 4, consisting,
preferably, of a strip of steel, bent to form,
integrally, the below -described strengthen-
ing elements, is provided and embedded in
said escutcheon by casting the metal of the
latter around it in a suitable mold. Said
frame K contains the cross-bar 9, of double
thickness of metal, the diverging arms 10
having curved extremities z and the arms
12 each having a hook 13 thereon. Thesaid
frame K is embedded in the metal of said es-
cutcheon within the several ribs J thereun-
der in the position indicated in full and in
dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2 and in sectionin
Fig. 3. The said disposition of the struc-
tural elements of said frame K results in
bringing said double bar 9 to a position across
the escutcheon nearand parallel to said pivot-
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pin 4, whereby said bar forms a solid strong

base for the engagement of the inner or short:
lever end of said drop-arm I3, as below de-

seribed, and a stiffening-bar extending nearly
across and within the metal of the escutcheon
about centrally between the ends. thereof,
thereby essentially reinforcing the same.at
that part thereof in which said opening 8 is
made to receive the pivoted end of the drop-
arm. The said arms 12, extending from said
bar 9, have each a hook 13 thereon, which oc-
cupies such a position in the escutcheon that
said two hooks become embedded in said two
cars 8 8 and embrace the two extremities of
said pivot-pin 4 (see Fig. 4) on which the
drop-arm B is hung, (see dotted-line indica-
tion, Fig. 3,) thereby providing such rein-
forced engagement of said pinwith the body
of the escutcheon and with said bar 9, as
shown in said last-named figure, as obviates
all danger of breakage under any ordinary

lifting strain that said drop-arm may be sub-

jected to. Said arms 10 of frame K within
the body of the escutcheon extend from said
bar 9, as indicated in dotted lines in Figs. 1
and 2, to the lower screw-holes 2 2 therein,

and the said curved ends z « of said arms 10
extend under said screw-holes in position to .

have more or less of a hooking engagement
indirectly with the screws which pass through
said lower holes to fasten the escutcheon to
a box or coffin, which lower screws are sub-
jected to the principal lifting strain through
said drop-arm, as aforesaid. Said drop-arm

B is reinforced by casting in the soft metal
thereof the metallic bar P, through which, in
common with the body of said arm, the said

The

pivot-pin 4 passes, as shown in Fig. 3.

inner extremity v of said bar P engages di-
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rectly with the said bar 9 when the drop-arm
is in lifting position, as in said last-named

figure, and thereby two hard unyielding sur-

faces of the device are brought in contact
and the part of said arm between its pivot-
point and its handle-barring is strengthened.
The outer end w of said bar P extends in
curved form over the part of the said handle-
bar ring on said drop-arm against which the
handle-bar D is forced when said drop-arm
is in lifting position, as aforesaid, and rein-
forces said ring at the part thereof above re-
ferred to. )

Having thus described my inventiomn, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A strengthening-frame for handle-es-
cutcheons for coffins and analogous articles
consisting of a metal bar, two diverging arms
extending from one side of said bar having
curved extremities, and two other arms each
having a hook formed on its extremity ex-
tending from one edge of said bar, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In a soft-metal escutcheon for coffins
and other handles, having parts thereon for
the pivotal connection of a drop-arm there-
with, a strengthening-frame for said escutch-
eon embedded therein consisting of a metal
bar extending across the same midway of its
ends, and two arms extending from one edge
of said bar, each of said two arms having a
hook thereon for engagement with the oppo-
site ends of the pivot-pin of said drop-arm,
substantially as set forth.

SUMNER B. CAMPBELL.

Witnesses:

H. A. CHAPIN,
K. I. CLEMONS.
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