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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

OVID B. LAW, OF TOLEDO, OHIO. 

TOY. 

ŠPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 459,868, dated September 22, 1891. 
Application filed November 28, 1890, Serial No. 372,894. (No model.) 

To all uvhom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OVID B. LAW, of Toledo, 

County of Lucas, and State of Ohio, have in 
yented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Toys; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
loWing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, which form part of this 
specification. . 
My invention relates to toys, having espe 

cial reference to a toy comprising a hollow 
transparent vessel containing a clear liquid, 
a figure representing an animate creature 
rigidly fixed therein, and a movable object of 
slightly greater specific gravity than the liq 
uid, the do Wer portion of the movable object 
being heavier than the upper portion, the de 
sign of the toy being, by the agitation of the 
liquid, to place the movable object in an up 
right position upon a particular part of the 
fixed figure. 
The invention will first be described in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
and then be pointed out in the claim. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a toy constructed in accordance with 
my invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view of the same. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 
transparent vessel, preferably globular in 
form and having a depending handle portion 
2, adapted to be grasped by the hand of the 
operator when manipulating the vessel. The 
depending portion 2 is hollow, as shown at 3, 
and is adapted to receive a closure 4, which 
may be an ordinary wooden plug surrounded 
by a compressible packing 5, made of rubber 
or any material that will compress sufficiently 
to render the closure water-tight, or I may 
employ a cork simply, or any means for clos 
ing the opening 3. 

5' designates an object permanently fixed 
to the closure. In the present instance I have 
shown the fixed object as representing a hu 
man figure permanently attached at the feet 
to a tack 6, which is driven into the closure 
4, thereby firmly securing the figure in posi 
tion. 

7 designates the movable object, which is 
of slightly greater specific gravity than the 
liquid and whose lower portion is heavier 
than its upper portion. I prefer to make the 
movable object of any suitable impervious 
material and insert a cork 8 in the upper por’- 
tion, so as to give buoyancy thereto and cause 
the movable object to assume normally a ver 
tical position. 
From the foregoing description the Opera 

tion will be apparent. The Coperator grasps 
the depending portion of the receptacle, and 
by tilting, capsizing, or gently shaking the 
vessel, so as to agitate the fluid contained 
therein, the hat will be caused to rise and 
float either laterally, vertically, or in the di 
rection necessary to bring it over and upon 
the head of the figure, the care and persever 
ance requisite to produce this result, oWing 
to the tendency of the hat to float away from 
a desired point, causing great almusement to 
the operator and the spectators. 

It will be apparent that I may vary the form 
of the receptacle or the handle and also the 
character of the fixed and the movable ob 
jects without departing from the spirit of 
my invention. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is— 
In a toy, the combination, with a transpar 

ent vessel containing a clear liquid, of a figure 
representingan animate creature rigidly fixed 
within the vessel, and a movable object within 
the vessel, the movable object being of slightly 
greater specific gravity than the liquid and 
heavier in its lower portion than in its upper 
portion, whereby by agitating the liquid the 
movable object may be placed in an upright 
position upon a particular part of the fixed 
figure. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own Iaffix my signature in presence of two 
witneSSeS. 

(OVI) B. ILAW. 

Witnesses: 
WILLIAM WEBSTER, 
E. C. LAW. 
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