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To all, whom, it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, LEE DARE, a citizen of 

the United States, residing at Columbia City, 

O 
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in the county of Whitley, in the State of In 
diana, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Harness-Oiling. Apparatus; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, which form part of 
this specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

harness-oiling apparatus. 
It is well known that the usual manner of 

oiling harness is to first heat the oil to milk 
Warm temperature, place the harness when 
taken to pieces upon a table, counter, or 
work-bench, then rub the oil over the differ 
ent parts of the harness with the hands or 
with a cloth, and then suspend the parts of 
the harness thus oiled in a suitable place to 
dry, permitting the drip therefrom to fall upon 
the floor. Obviously this method not only 
defiles more or less the clothing of the oper 
ator, the counter upon which the oiling is 
done, and the floor upon which the drip falls, 
but it requires an unprofitable expenditure 
of time and an inconvenient amount of room 
for the entire operation. 
The object, therefore, of my present inven 

tion is to provide a cheap, simple, and effi 
cient apparatus for oiling harness, in which 
are combined in a convenient and compact 
form a chambered tank in which the oiling is 
done, means for constantly maintaining the 
oil at the proper temperature, and means for 
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so suspending the harness when oiled that 
the drip therefrom will be conducted and dis 
charged into the oil-chamber of the tank. 
The principal novel features of my inven 

tion are the coöperative arrangement of the 
means for warming the oil with the means for 
suspending the harness for drying, and the 
chambered tank or receptacle in which the 
harness is oiled, and the construction of the 
tank-lid for conducting the drip to the oil 
chamber. - 

Similar reference-numerals in the accom 

panying drawings indicate like parts through 
out the several views, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my inven 
tion, broken away in part to show the inter 
nal construction of the tank and to show the 
support for the lid when open and also hav 
ing the upright harness-drying rack partly 
broken away for want of room. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view of Fig. 1, showing the relative ar 
rangement of the harness-rack and the ad 
justable lining of the tank-lid. Fig. 3 is an 
enlarged detail and cross-section of the ad 
justable lining of the tank-lid, broken away 
in part, and the means for securing it in po 
sition. 

Referring now particularly to Fig. 1, the 
tank 1, of any proper dimensions, preferably 
thirty inches in length, twenty inches wide, 
and twelve inches deep, is mounted upon 
proper supporting-legs 2, has a pendent me 
tallic hood 3 fixed to the bottom thereof, and 
is adapted to contain a lamp 4. The bottom 
5 of the tank 1 is of suitable sheet metal. 
Within this tank 1 is arranged a second or 
inner receptacle 6, preferably of sheet metal, 
which is loosely suspended therein by the 
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impingement of its upper edges against the 
adjacent inner faces of the tank. This inner 
receptacle 6 has its sides tapering, as shown, 
and is of proper dimensions to leave a sur 
rounding chamber 7, which in use is kept 
nearly full of water, which can be conven 
iently supplied thereto through a proper 
spout 8 upon one end of the tank 1 and which 
discharges into said tank through a proper 
opening 9, leading- from said spout into the 
chamber 7. A drain-cock 10 is provided at 
one end of the tank to drain off the water 
chamber 7 when desired. The tank 1 has a 
hinged or detached lid 11 opening outwardly 
from one end thereof and provided upon its 
inner face with a longitudinally-adjustable 
lining 12, of sheet metal, provided upon its 
sides and outer end with a continuous up 
turned flange 13, whose inner ends are pref 
erably beveled, as shown, to afford it a slight 
degree of flexibility. Upon the inner face of 
the lid 11 and at the opposite sides thereof 
are rigidly fixed a pair of metallic keepers 
14, Fig. 3, in which the corresponding por 

9o 

95 

Ioo 



O 

IS 

25 

45 

50 

of the trough as to conduct all the drip into 
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whereby the metallic lining 12 can readily be 
adjusted into the position shown in Figs. 1. 
and 2 for use, as hereinafter described, and 
when it is desired to close the lid this lining 
can be adjusted back to the position shown 
in dotted outline. At one side of the tank 1 
and at one end thereof is arranged an upright 
L-shaped rack consisting of the upright sup 
porting-standards 15, 16, and 17. The stand 
ard 15 has its lower end rigidly fixed in any 
proper manner to the adjacent side of the 
tank 1 and near one end thereof and is rig 
idly connected at or near its upper end by 
the horizontal cross-pieces 18 and 19, having 
upon their inner face a series of hooks 20, 
from which the harness may be suspended 
for drying. The strength and rigidity of the 
standard 16 are further supplemented and se 
cured by the horizontal braces 21 and the in 
clined braces 22, both of which have their 
inner ends rigidly fixed to the adjacent end 
of the tank 1 and having their other ends se 
cured to the parallel rods 23 and 24, respec 
tively, whose opposite ends are rigidly fixed 
in the upright standard 17. This standard 
17 is also rigidly connected to the 

tions of the flange 13 are slidably mounted, 

end of the tank 1 by means of corresponding 
companion braces 21 and 22. (Not shown.) 
The standards 16 and 17 obviously have their 
lower ends resting upon the floor, while their 
upper ends are rigidly connected by means 
of the parallel cross-pieces 25 and 26, having 
a series of hooks 27 and 28, upon which the 
harness when oiled may also be suspended. 
One end of the pieces 18 and 19 are rigidly 
fixed to the standard 15 by means of the studs 
29 and 30, respectively, and their other ends 
are correspondingly mounted on the pieces 
25 and 26, whereby the hooks 20 securely 
Overhang the adjustable lining 12 of the lid 
11 when open and in position for use. The 
cross-pieces 25 and 26 are also arranged to 
overhang the outer end of the said lining i2. 
The manner of employing my invention 

thus described is obvious and briefly stated 
is as follows: The operator or harness-maker 
will during the season for oiling harness.or 
dinarily leave the lid 11 open in its incline 
position and resting upon the braces 22. The 
metallic lid-lining 12 is then so adjusted as to 
bridge over the space b Iween the hinged end 
of the lid and so overhang the adjacent edge 

the oil chamber or receptacle 6. The cham 
ber 7 is kept nearly full of water and the re 
ceptacle is constantly provided with a proper 
quantity of harness-oil 3, preferably a depth 
of about four inches. The water in the cham 
ber 7 is kept at a proper temperature by any 
Suitable means, preferably by the heat of a 
lamp, to constantly maintain the oil at the 
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desired temperature, so that it will at all 
times be ready for use. The operator now 
places the harness in the receptacle 6 and by 
rapidly passing it through the oil gives it a 
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complete oil-bath, and thus quickly and read 
ily brings every part of the harness, even 
the parts forming the loops and the parts 
around the buckles, into contact with the oil. 
He then suspends the harness upon the hooks 
of the upright rack, whereby the lining 12 of 
the lid will catch all the drip and promptly 
return it to the oil-chamber. My invention 
is also particularly convenient for the oiling 
of leather fly-nets. A harness can thus be 
thoroughly oiled and dried in less than two 
hours, whereas by the present method it takes 
all day. 
By the use of my invention a farmer can 

have his harness perfectly oiled and ready 
for use again while he is doing his trading. 
Obviously either the longitudinal or trans 

verse portion of the drying - rack may be 
omitted, if desired, without departing from 
the scope of my invention, though I prefer to 
employ both sections of the rack, as shown. 
When my apparatus is not in use, as, for 

example, in the midsummer months, the lid 
can be closed and the tank then used as a 
table for storage of blankets and the like 
and the rack can be utilized for hanging up 
various articles. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I desire to secure by Letters. Patent is 

1. In a harness-oiling apparatus a tank 
having an open-topped oil-receptacle, a water 
chamber about the bottom and sides of the 
said receptacle, and a lid provided with an 
adjustable lining as described; means for 
heating the contents of the water-chamber; 
and an upright drying-rack secured to said 
tank and arranged in coöperation with the 
open lid thereof as described. 

2. The combination in a harness-oiling ap 
paratus of a tank having an inner oil recep 
tacle or chamber in which the harness is 
oiled, and a water-chamber between the said 
receptacle and the bottom and sides of the 
tank, and provided with a lid having an ad 
justable lining adapted to receive the drip 
and discharge the same into the oil-chamber; 
means for heating the water in the water 
chamber; and a harness-drying rack adapted 
to overhang the open lid for the purpose 
specified. 

3. In a harness-oiling apparatus a cham 
bered tank having an oil-chamber in its cen 
tral portion inclosed upon its sides and bot 
tom by a water-chamber, as described, and 
provided with a lid having upon its inner face 
an adjustable lining adapted to receive the 
drip and discharge the same into the oil-cham 
ber, all substantially as described. 
Signed by meat Fort Wayne, Allen county, 

State of Indiana, this 21st day of July, A. D. 
1902. 

LEEDARE. 
Witnesses: 

LULU E. BUL.MAKER, 
AUGUSTA WIBERG. 
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