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The present invention relates to tray carriers 
of the type Whereina serving tray or the like is 
conveniently suspended from or attached to the 
person of the user. Devices heretofore designed 
fora similar purpose and With Which I am famil 
iar involve various disadvantages. In Some cases, 
the complexity of their structure makes them 
too bulky and unduly increases their cost be 
yond their reasonable value in use. In otherin 
stances, these tray carriers are of unsightly ap 
pearance and difficult to clean. An object of my 
invention has been to provide a tray carrier of 
the kind indicated which Will be substantially 
free from the disadvantages above noted. 
My invention is embodied in a combination of 

a main frame or suspending member and tray 
supporting means cooperating thereWith, Said 
main frame including in one form a shank por 
tion having Suspending neans arranged at Or 
near the upper end thereof and adapted to be 
readily attached to and detached from a Wearer 
or user of the device and a loWer portion at the 
opposite Orlower end of the Shank and having 
means engaging and supporting the tray Whereby 
the latter may be releasably carried by the main 
frame. The tray supporting means in this com 
bination has portions formed to engage With said 
lower portion of the main frame and other parts 
arranged and adapted to engage the rim por 
tion of a serving tray or the like. 
An embodiment of my invention is illustrated 

in the drawings accompanying this specification 
and wherein 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrating 
one form of a tray carrier in a typical position 
ofuse and With a tray in position thereon; 
Figure 2, a view in perspective of the device 

illustrated in Figure 1. but On an enlarged Scale 
and showing certain other parts not visible in 
Figure 1; 

Figure 3, a fragmentary view in perspective 
illustrating on enlarged Scale details of construc 
tion of the apparatus shown in Figures 1 and 2 
and with the parts assembled for use; 

Figure 4, an exploded view illustrating the con 
struction of a portion of the main frame and the 
construction of one form of tray Supporting frame 
in detached relation thereto; 

Figure 5, an enlarged fragmentary view in 
end elevation of the device shown in Figure 3; 
a Figure 6, a view in perspective illustrating a 
modification; and 

Figure 7, an enlarged fragmentary view in 
vertical section showing details of construction 
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of the modified form of device illustrated in 56 
Figure 6. 

2 
AS Seen in the draWings, a complete tray car 

rierassembly according to my invention includes 
a main frame or suspending member provided 
With a shank portion 0, and a separate tray en 
gaging and supporting device attachable to and 
detachable from Said main frame. Suspending 
or attaching means in the form of a hook-shaped 
terminal is provided at the upper end of 
shank 10. At its loWer end, Said shank O car 
ries a laterally extending cross piece i 2. Where 
the frame is made of Wire ora Wire-like materiali, 
the cross-piece i 2 conveniently forms part of a 
rectangularly shapedlower member arranged and 
adapted to cooperate With Said separate tray en 
gaging frame and having lateral end pieces 3 ex 
tending downwardly from the cross piece 12 and 
connected at their lower endsby a straight piece 
f4. 
In the embodimentillustrated in Figures 1 to 

5 inclusive, a separate tray engaging and sup 
porting member or frame also made of Wire or 
Wire-like material is conveniently formed With 
a generally rectangular contour. One side mem 
ber 5 thereof is deformed to provide means 
Whereby the tray engaging and Supporting frame 
may conveniently be attached to and detached 
from the main frame. For this purpose, said side 
member 5 is bent to form, in effect, a pair of 
spaced hook members 6, one being located at 
each side of the shank 0 When the parts areas 
sembled asillustrated in Figure 3, said hook mem 
bers 6 being spaced apart by the loop T formed 
in side member 5. End pieces 18 and an outer 
side member 19 complete the rectangularly 
shaped separate frame. 
When the separate tray engaging frame above 

describedisassembled with the main frame, later 
ally extending end portions of the side member 
i5 lie across and bear against portions of the ver 
tical end pieces f3 of the mainframe, Side mem 
ber i 5 is shaped to extend rearwardly behind 
cross piece 2, as indicated more clearly in Figure 
5, then passes upwardly over said cross piece f2 
to form the hook members 6 return portions of 
which extend downwardy and outwardly in such 
relation to the remainder of the separate frame 
asto engage and retain the rim 2 of a tray 2, or 
the like When the latter is operatively positioned 
on Said frame. Other portions of hooks i6 ex 
tend upwardly and rearwardly to form the open 
loop i which passes to the rear of shank 0 
When the parts are assembled as shown. Thus, 
the detachable frame above described engages 
and supports the tray 2 and is itself releasably 
supported by the main frame substantially at 
right angles to the axis of the shank Othereof 
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and in such a manner that curved portions of bination of a main frame which includes a shank 
hook 6 rest firmly upon the cross piece 2; and portion, a suspending member at one end there 
Said separate frame is prevented from swinging of, a laterally extending cross piece, and Spaced 
downwardly or rotating in relation to Said cross members extending downwardly from Said CrOSS 
piece by the engagement of loop 17 at the rea' 5 piece, and a tray supportingframemounted on Said 
of Shank i 9 and by the engagement of portions main frame and including a member eXtending 
of the side member i5 againstadjacent portions rearwardly between said spaced members of the 
of the end pieces: 3. main fiane and: behindi said cross-piece With a 

In operation, the mainframe is Suspendedupon portion bearing against a rear portion of Said 
the person of the user as indicated in Figure 1.10 shank above the level of said cross piece and 
with the detachable frame engaged therewith. A spaced portions overlying said cross piece, Said 
tray as 2 isbrought into operative Supportedg9- tray supporting frame also including a tray rim 
sition thereon by inserting portions of the rim retaining member having portions extending for 
2 thereof inwardly to a position belind the wardly and downwardly and portions which bear 
hooks i6, as indicated in Figure 5 and with its 15 rearwardly against said spaced members. 
bottom Wall resting on the end; pieces, 8 and the 24 Inasportable:individual tray carrier the com 
side piece l9. binatign of a, main frame Which includes a Shank 

In the modified form Qf device shoWn in Figures portion, a suspending member at one end there 
6 and 7, the detachable-tray engaging and sup- of and a cross piece extending laterally from Said 
porting member.isformed:from:sheetmaterial as 2ò shank and spaced members extending down 
metal, plastic or other suitable. Substance: In Wardiy fion saidi cross piece, and a tray sup. 
this case, a metalsheetorºthelike, of'appropriate porting, frame-attachable to and detachable fromº 
Size and shape: has one edge portion formedias Said main, frame- and haVing a main, frame e 
hook 22 of reduced Width in relation torthes re- gaging member extending rearwardly. between 
mainder of theasheet. and Such thati. it.: Willpa:SS 25 saidi spaced membersandi behindi said crossº piece 
between-the vertical: endi piecess 3. Said hook and haying a portion, arranged and adapted to 
22 isprovided with a slot 23 arrangediandadapt- bear againsta, portion of Said shank above the 
ed to engage shank: 0 when the parts are-as- le:Velofisaidcross-piece said tray, supportingframe. 
Sembledasshown insRigure:6. also including a tray rin. retaining memberiaY. 

Said:sheet also provides. a-back plate-2 hav- 30 ing portions extending fromº saidi mainframe-en 
ing portions bearing rearwardlyagainst the end gaging member over: Said cross: pièce and out 
pieces i 3, When assembledasº shown, said:back wardly and downwardly therefrom, and a tray: 
plate, 24 being connected to the hooks: 222 byan bottom engaging memberhavingrearwardly ex 
obliquely. disposedi portion. 25i Which provides a posed portions Whiichi. bears againsti front por 
convenient means for engaging and supporting 35 tions of said:spaced members. 
a part of trays 2: when rim. 20 thereofisi en-- MEEERS 
gagedbehind hooks 22. 

In operation, the trayengagingrmember com- EEFERENCES GTEQ. 
prising the-hooks. 22 is first releasably attached The following referencessare of recordº in the 
tothemainframe So that shank Oisembraced 40 file of this patenti: 
inthieslot 23 between-hookS22, portions of Which : 
resti upon-the- crossi piece, 2 While: end portions UNITED, STATES.PATENTS 
of the back plate 24 beari rearwardy, against; Nimber" Nanne: Date 
the-end pieces 3: When a tray-2i orthe-like-is 428,543 Yund--------------May 20, 1890 
engaged: with rim 20under the hooks:22, and the 45 1283,389 Wills.et ali.--------- Oct. 29, 1918 
parts are assembled as shown the: tray will be 1630.889 Clarke ---------------May 21, 192 
effectivey StppGrted othe-usersº perSoninsub 2:289,945 Wadsack. ----------- July 14, 1942. 
stantially the position asseenin Figure-1. 

i claina: 
1. Tina portable individualitiray-carrierthe com 


