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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wmriam Henry |

FrrcmsiNg, subject of the King of Great
Britain, residing at Victoria, in the Prov-
ince of British Columbia, Canada, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Corset-Stays; and I do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements
in corset stays. i

The object of the invention is to provide
a corset stay having reinforcing means at
the waistline where the greatest strain is ex-
erted and at which point ordinary stays usu-
ally break or bend permanently out of shape.

Another object is to provide a corset stay
reinforced at the waistline and so construct-
ed that it will readily yield without break-
ing when the body of the wearer is bent at
the waistline and which will assume its nor-
mal straight position when the pressure of
the body thereon is relieved.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, and the combination and
arrangement of parts as will be more fully
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure
1 represents a front elevation of a side stay
constructed in accordance with this inven-
tion; Fig. 2 represents a rear elevation
thereof; F'ig. 8 represents an edge view with
the parts in the position which they assume
when pressure is exerted on the inner face
of the stay such as would be exerted by the
bending of the body of the wearer at the
waistline, the dotted lines of said figure

showing the parts in normal position; Fig.

4 is a perspective view of one of the sections
of the side stay shown in the figures above
described; Fig. 5 is a front elevation of a
pair of front corset stays showing this in-
vention applied thereto. ‘
In the embodiment illustrated in Figs: 1

to 4, the invention is shown-applied to a-

metal side bone or stay of a corset and in
Fig. 5 to a pair of front closing stays, the
invention being the same in all the figures.
Each stay is composed of upper and Iower

sections 1 and 2 hingedly connected at their

inner or meeting ends. Each of the sections
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1 and 2 has a recess, as 3, formed in one side

-thereof, the inner end of which terminates
‘at a point about one-third the length of the:

stay. The inner end wall of each of these
recesses 3 is preferably rolled to form a

‘hinge knuckle 4 for the reception of a pin-

tle 5, the knuckles of the two sections being
arranged transversely of the stay in aline-
ment with each other to receive said pintle.
The end of each section which extends be-
yond the knuckle thereof forms an extension
6. The extension of one section overlaps
the outer face of the adjacent section and
forms a resilient reinforcing member for the
section which it overlaps. The free end of
each extension being shidable longitudinally
on the section which it overlaps, when the
stay is bent in the direction shown in full
lines in Fig. 8, the free ends of the exten-
sions resist the bending of the stay and tend
to return the sections to their normal posi-
tion, shown in dotted lines in said figure,
when pressure is released.

The sections 1 and 2 are slit longitudi-
nally at the base of the extensions 8 to pro-
vide for the operation of the hinge which
connects the two sections and to permit said
extensions 3 to bend gradually at this point
when the stay is bent. The recesses 3 are
arranged in opposite sides of the respective
sections to provide for the disposition of
the hinge knuckle of one section under the
extension of the other section whereby when
the parts are assembled these knuckles are
arranged at the inner face of the stay and
the resilient tongues or extensions 8 are ar-
ranged on its outer face, as shown clearly
in the drawings.

In Fig. 5 two front closing stays 7 and 8
are shown which are composed of hingedly
connected sections constructed similarly to
the side stays described above. Any suitable
closing devices may be provided for these
front stays, those here shown being in the
form of hooks 9 carried by the stay 7 which
are-adapted to be engaged by catch members
10 carried by the stay 8.

From the foregoing deseription, taken in

~connection with the accompanying draw-

ings, the ‘construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
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be resorted to.without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of the invention claimed.

I claim as my.invention :— R

A “corset stay comprising two sections,
each having a recess in its inner side edge:
and a tongue projecting into its recess, each.

tongue having at its end a hinge knuckle,
“the two sections being laterally overlapped

1,088,107

to bring the knuckles into alinement, and a 10

pintle in the alined knuckles.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

‘WILLIAM HENRY FLECHSING.
_ Witnesses:
Wmriam Duocx,
Joun Huem JomNsToN.

Copies of this‘patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




