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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, DAVID NELSON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Reno, in 
the county of Washoe, State of Nevada, have 

5. invented a new and useful Alligator Wrench, 
being an Adjustable Alligator Pipe-Wrench, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to pipe-wrenches, 

and has for its object to provide a strong, 
Io simple, durable, and inexpensive implement 

of the character referred to which will con 
sist of but few parts and which will be effi 
cient in operation. 
To these ends my invention consists in the 

I5 features and in the construction, combina 
tion, and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
described, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim following the description, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form 

2O ing a part of this specification, wherein 
Figure 1 is a view, partly in section and 

partly in elevation, of my improved pipe 
Wrench; and Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken 
on the line 22 of Fig. 1. 

25 Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1. 
indicates the fixed jaw of the wrench, which 
is formed integrally with a handle 2, and 3 
the adjustable jaw, carried by the fixed jaw. 
The fixed jaw is enlarged or expanded later 
ally on its upper edge, as at 4, (see Fig. 2,) 
and is provided with teeth or serrations 5. 
Formed in the jaw 1 is a transverse mortise 
6, the opposite end walls of which are pro 
vided with inclined faces 7, 8, 9, and 10, the 

35 faces 7 and 10 being parallel and arranged 
at angles relatively to the faces 8 and 9, which 
latter are also parallel. 
The jaw 3 is provided with a downwardly 

projecting shank 11, the forward edge of 
which is provided with a series of semicircu 
lar recesses 12, any one of which is adapted 
to engage a stationary pin 13, which is rigidly 
fixed transversely in the lower forward por 
tion of the mortise 6. Formed in the face 9 

45 of the mortise is a countersink 14, in which 

3. o 

is movably arranged a plunger 15, provided 
at its inner end with a guide-pin 16, over 
which is disposed one end of the coiled spring 
17, that is seated in said countersink and 
which operates to project the plunger outward 5o 
against the forward edge of the shank 11. 
The operation of my improved pipe-wrench 

will be readily understood. By drawing the 
lower end of the shank 11 rearwardly it is 
caused to disengage the locking-pin 13, and 55 
the jaw 3 may then be adjusted/in proper re 
lation to the jaw 1 to grasp the pipe to be 
operated upon. On releasing the shank the 
spring-plunger 15 will immediately move the 
notched face on the shank 11 into engage- 6o 
ment with the pin 13, and thereby lock the 
jaw in its adjusted position. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is 
In combination with a fixed jaw and its 65 

handle having a transverse mortise, of an 
adjustable jaw provided with a shank, said 
shank being provided on its forward edge 
with a series of recesses, a pin fixed trans 
versely in said mortise and arranged to en- 7o 
gage the recessed edge of the adjustable jaw 
and lock the latter in its adjusted position, a 
plunger movably arranged in a countersink 
formed in the upper portion of the front wall 
of the mortise and arranged to bear against 75 
the shank of the adjustable jaw, and a spring 
disposed in said countersink and arranged to 
forcibly press the plunger against said shank 
and cause the recessed edge of the latter to 
engage the said pin, substantially, as de- 8o 
Scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this application in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

Reno, Nevada. 
DAVID NEILSON, 

Witnesses: 
ALONZO ROWELL, 
E. R. DODGE, 


