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UNITED STATES 

To all whom it may concern: - 
Beit known that I, MERWIN Fow LER, of 

Meriden, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Can-Tops; and I do hereby de 
clare the following, when taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawing and the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, and 
which said drawing constitutes part of this 
specification, and represents, in 

Figure 1, a side view of a cari-top closed, 
and in Fig.2 a side view, illustrating the man 
ner of opening. -- 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

the tops of oil and other cans which it is desir 
able to close tight and yet allow a convenient 
manner of filling, especially adapted for cans 
to contain hydrocarbons, such as are used for 
burning in lamps; and the invention consists 
in a top constructed with a downward-project 
ing lug upon opposite sides, through a slit in 
which a rivet or other projection passes into 
the neck, one portion of the slit being vertical 
to allow the raising of the cap, the other por 
tion transverse and slightly inclined, so that, 
when the cap is pressed down onto the top, the 
cap may be turned on to the rivet or projection, 
the incline tending to draw the cap hard down 
upon the top, as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed. . "... 
A is the can-top, which is constructed so as 

to be attached to the can in the usual manner; 
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B, the cap fitted to set down onto and close the 
neck A. Upon opposite sides of the cap B a 
downward-projecting lug, C, is formed, having 
a vertical slot, a, combined with a transverse 
slot, d, and through this slot projects from the 
neck a rivet or other suitable device, b, allow. 
ing the cap to be moved freely up and down 
on the said projection, and the vertical slot of 
such length. that when raised, as denoted in 
Fig. 2, the cap may be turned to the right o' 
left, as denoted in broken lines, to open the 
top. The slotd is slightly inclined upward, as 
denoted in Fig. 2, so that when the cap is set 
down, by turning the cap, this inclined slot d 
passes on to the projection, drawing the cap 
hard down upon the neck, as denoted in Fig. 
1. By preference, I line the inside of the cap 
with cork or other suitable slightly elastic or 
flexible material as a packing. 
By this construction the perfect closing of 

the top is secured, as also a convenient and 
easy method of opening the same. 

I claim as my invention 
As an article of manufacture, the herein 

described can-top, consisting of the neck A 
and cap B, provided with the slotted lug C on 
one and the projection b on the other, so as to 
be opened or closed, substantially in the man 
ner described. 

MERWIN FOWLER 
Witnesses: 

JOHN IVEs, 
WM. E. PERKINS, 

  

  

  

  

  


