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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
OTTO C. SCHUPP, JACOB J. SCHUPP, AND JAVIES H. BARR, OF GALION, OHIO. 

MIETAT BURIAT-WAULT 

1,043,148. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, OTTO C. ScHUPP, 

JACOB J. SCEIUPP, and JAMES H. BARR, citi 
Zens of the United States, residing at Gal 
ion, in the county of Crawford and State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Metal Burial-Vaults, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
lingS. 
Our invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in burial vaults and more 
particularly to a metallic burial vault and 
the primary object of the invention is to 
provide a vault of this character which is 
both burglar and water proof. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a removable door for a vault which 
when once effectively applied is not adapted 
to be removed, and still another object of the 
invention resides in the provision of an im 
proved locking means for the door. 
A still further object of the invention re 

sides in the provision of a device which is 
extremely simple and durable in construc 
tion, inexpensive to manufacture and one 
which will be very efficient and useful in operation. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the novel features of 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts as will be hereinafter referred to 
and more particularly pointed out in the 
specification and claims. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a 
part of this application, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of our device. Fig. 2 is a ver 
tical longitudinal section therethrough. 
Fig. 3 is a transverse section through the 
same as seen on line 3-3, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is 
a perspective view of the end wall removed; 
and Fig. 5 is a similar view of the door re 
moved. 

In describing our invention, we shall refer 
to the drawing in which similar reference 
characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views and in which 1 
indicates the body of our improved vault, 
which consists of the top 
tallic plates 2 and 3 respectively, the side 
edges of which are bent to permit the rivet 
ing thereto of the side plates 4 and 5, said 
side plates being so arranged as to overlap 
the side edges of the bottom plate and be 
overlapped by the side edges of the to 
plate. The body 1, as shown in the draw 

and bottom me 
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ing is substantially square in cross section 
and the one end thereof which forms the 
'ear end of the device is closed by means of 
a head plate 6, the side edges of which are 
bent inwardly to form flanges, said flanges 
being riveted or otherwise secured to the 
top, bottom and side plates of the body. 
The front plate 7, which has theside edges 

thereof also provided with integral flanges, 
whereby the same may be riveted or other 
Wise secured to the walls of the body, is pro 
vided on the outer face thereof with an in 
tegral annular projection or flange 8, which 
Surrounds an opening in said front plate. 
The inner periphery of this flange or pro 
jection 8 is threaded to receive the threaded 
annular flange or projection 9 on the inner 
face of a closure or door 10, said door being 
provided with a handle member 11 thereon, 
whereby the same may be readily turned. 

It will be seen from this construction that 
the door 10 may be readily applied to its 
effective position by engaging the threaded 
flange thereof with the threaded inner pe 
riphery of the projecting portion 8 of the 
front plate of said body, and in order to lock 
said door in its effective position and pre 
vent the removal thereof, said flange or pro 
jection 9 on said door is provided with a 
plurality of studs or the like 12. The inner 
wall of the front plate 7 has pivotally 
mounted thereon a pawl 13 which is nor 
mally forced downwardly by means of a 
leaf spring 14 on said plate and as this pawl 
is provided with a groove or the like 15, the 
same is adapted to engage the studs 12 on 
said cover or closure. The pawl is so ar 
ranged that the door may be readily turned 
to its effective position, but any attempt to 
turn the same in an opposite direction will 
be in vain, since the groove in said pawl 
will lock in engagement with one of the 
studs to prevent the turning of the door 
in that particular direction. In this man 
ner it will be seen that after the door is once 
positioned effectively, the same cannot be 
removed, and is thus burglar proof. In 
view of the particular arrangement of the 
top, bottom and side plates, it will further 
be seen that the device is substantially Water proof. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

we have provided a device which is ex 
tremely simple, and durable in construction, 
inexpensive to manufacture and one which 
will be very efficient and useful in opera 
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tion. While we have particularly described ping the side edges of said bottom plate, 
the elements most well adapted to perform head plates provided with in Wardly project 
the functions set forth, it is obvious that 
various changes in form, proportion and in 
the minor details of construction may be re 
sorted to without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the principles of the 
invention. 

Having thus described this invention, what 
We claim is:- 

1. A metallic burial vault comprising a 
body of suitable design, head plates secured 
thereto, the one of said plates being pro 
vided with a threaded opening, a closure 
therefor adapted to be threaded into engage 
ment with the opening in said plate, said 
closure being provided on its inner face 
with a plurality of studs, and a spring held 
locking member carried on the inner face 
of the last mentioned plate adapted to en 
gage the studs of Said closure to prevent the 
removal of the same after being effectively 
positioned. 

2. A metallic burial vault comprising top 
and bottom plates, side plates riveted there 
to, the side edges of said top plate overlap 
ping the top edges of said side plates, and 
the lower edges of said side plates overlap 

ing fianges secured to the innel faces of said 
top, bottom and side plates, the one head 
plate being provided with an opening 
therein, and a closure for said opening. 

3. A metallic burial vault comprising top 
and bottom plates, side plates riveted there 
to, the side edges of said top plate overlap 
ping the top edges of said side plates and 
the lower edges of said side plates overlap 
ping the side edges of Said bottom plate, . 
head plates provided with in Wardly project 
ing flanges secured to the inner faces of said 
top, bottom and side plates, the one head 
plate being provided With an opening, a 
closure for said opening, and in: eans to per 
manently lock said closure in its effective 
position. 
In testimony whereof we hereunto aflix 

our signatures in the presence of two Wit 
eSSGS. 

OTTO C. SCHUPP. 
JACOB J. SCIUPP. 
JAMES II. 3 AIR R. 

Witnesses: 
ANNA. C. ScIEUPP, 
NELLIE E. SCIIUPP. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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