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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that we, GEorGE R. CrAW
and Otro MILLER, both citizens of the
United States, residing at Chicago, Cook
county, 1llinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Shoulder-Braces,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.

This invention relates to shoulder-braces
that are combined with suspender connec-
tions in such a manner that the tension
exerted by the latter when in use will in-
crease the backward pull of the braces
against the shoulders of the wearer and at
the same time distribute the tension or strain
of the brace as much as possible throughout
the upper portion of the body and back of
the wearer. ‘

Another desirable feature of this invention
is the positive manner in which the shoulder-
blades of the wearer are retained in their
normal position, thereby tendizg to throw
the chest outward and expand the same in
the proper manner. This is accomplished

by the means. hereinafter fully described in
the specification and as specifically set forth
in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing our improved shoulder-brace
properly adjusted upon the shoulders and
back of a person. )ig. 2 is'a detail view in
perspective of the arm pit-shield.

Referring to the drawings, A A represent
suitable leather shoulder-pads formed, pref-
erably, of soft leather ard cut to corform as
nearly as possible to the general outlire of
the shoulder-blade of the wearer, but havirg
upper ard lower wirgs ot extersiors a &,
respectively. These shoulder-pads are dis-
posed a slight distance apart ard are con-
nected by a short cubber webbing », that is
stitched or otherwise secured in any suitable
way to the central portion of -each pad.

Near the center of the upper wing or exten-.

sion @ of each shoulder-pad is an elongated

" transverse slot, through which the exter.ded
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ends of shoulder-straps B B are adapted to

ass. These shoulder-straps B B are formed
of elastic webbing, having one end secured
to an arm pit-shield D and near their oppo-
site ends stitched or otherwise secured to the
inner face of the wing a of the shoulder-pad.
These straps B extend beyond where they
are attached to pad A and pass through the
transverse slots b in said pad and over the
central portion of the same to a point about

midway between the lower wing a of the
pads, where the rear ends of said straps B are
united by a small triangular tie C, and form
a Y-shaped coupling connecting the sus-
pender-ends to the pads. Pads D are pref-

erably made of leather cut in a shape sub- .

stantially as shown in Fig: 2 of the drawings
and has secured to the rear wing of one pad a
suitable elastic body-strap E, that passes
arour.d the back of the wearer to the rear
wing of the opposite pad D. This body-
strap E preferably passes in line with ard is
stitched to the lower wings @’ of the shoulder-
pads, ar.d mediate said wings ¢’ ar.d the rear

wings of the arm pit-shields its divided erds

are connected by a suitable adjustable sus-
per.der buckle or slide d.

Depending from the armpit-shields D and
also from the triangular tie C are suitable
suspender-ends d’ d’ and ¢, respectively.
The extensions d’ have a tendency to pull the
shields D away from the armpit of the wearer
and avoid any possibility of chafing. Thus
it will be seen that when the improved brace
is being worn the tendency of the elastic
webbing E will be to pull the shoulder-straps
B back and straighten the shoulders of the
wearer, and at the same time it will press the
shoulder-blades into their proper position by
means of the pads D without any discom-
fiture and with as much ease as an ordinary
suspender.

What we claim as new is—

1. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
straps; shoulder-pads secured thereto, and
through which said shoulder-straps extend;
an elastic webbing connecting said shoulder-
pads; a body-strap, to which the lower ends
of the shoulder-pads are connected; armpit-
shields joining the free ends of said shoulder
and body straps; and suspender-ends de-
pending from said armpit-shields and shoul-
der-pads. ‘

2. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
straps; shoulder-pads secured thereto, and
through which said shoulder-straps extend; a
triangular tie-pad securing the extended ends
of said shoulder-straps; a body-strap, to
which the lower ends of the shoulder-pads
are connected; armpit-shields joining the
free ends of said shoulder and body straps;
and suspender-ends depending from . said
armpit-shields and said triangular tie-pad.

3. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
straps; shoulder-pads secured thereto, and
through which said shoulder-straps extend; a
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triangular tie-pad securing the extended ends
of said shoulder-straps; an elastic webbing
connecting said shoulder-pads; a body-strap,
to which the lower ends of the shoulder-pads
are connected; armpit-shields joining the
free ends of said shoulder and body straps;
and suspender-ends depending from said
armpit-shields and said triangular tie-pad.

4. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-

straps; shoulder-pads secured thereto; a tri-

angular tie-pad connected to said shoulder-
pads by webbing; an adjustable body-strap
to which the lower ends of.the shoulder-pads
are connected; armpit-shields joining the
free ends of said shoulder and body straps;
and suspender-ends depending from said
armpit-shields and said triangular tie-pad.

5. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
straps; shoulder-pads secured thereto; a tri-
angular tie-pad connected to said shoulder-
pads by webbing; an elastic webbing con-
necting said shoulder-pads; an adjustable
body-strap to which the lower ends of the
shoulder-pads are connected; armpit-shields
joining the free ends of said shoulder and
body straps; and suspender-ends depending
from said armpit-shields and said triangular
tie-pad.

6. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
pads each provided with a transverse slit in
their upper lobes; shoulder-straps secured
near their ends to said shoulder-pads and
having their free ends extended through said
slits and secured together; a body-strap to
which the lower ends of the shoulder-pads
are connected; armpit-shields joining the
free ends of said shoulder-straps and body-
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straps; and suspender-ends depending from
said armpit-shields and the extended ends of
said shoulder-straps.

7. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
pads each provided with a transverse slit in
their upper lobes; shoulder-straps secured
near their ends to said shoulder-pads and
having their free ends extended through said
slits and secured together; an elastic webbing
connecting said shoulder-pads; a body-strap
to which the lower ends of the shoulder-pads
are connected; armpit-shields joining the
free ends of said shoulder-straps and body-
straps; and suspender-ends depending from
said armpit-shields and the extended ends of
said shoulder-straps.

8. A shoulder-brace comprising shoulder-
pads each provided with a transverse slit in
their upper lobes; shoulder-straps secured
near their ends to said shoulder-pads and
having their free ends extended through said
slits; a triangular tie-pad joining the ex-
tended ends of said shoulder-straps; a body-
strap to which the lower ends of the shoulder-
pads are connected; armpit-shields joining
the free ends of said shoulder-straps and
body-strap; and suspender-ends depending
from said armpit-shields and said triangular
tie-pad.

Ilrol testimony whereof we have hereunto
set our hands this 30th day of January, A. D.

1906.
GEORGE R. CRAW. [L.s.]
OTTO MILLER. [r. s.]
‘Witnesses:
CrarRA MALATESTA,
E. K. Luxpy.
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