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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MILTON S. THOMPs9N, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 

5 Massachusetts, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Bibs, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

that type of bibs which are provided with a 
10 pocket or pouch for catching food dropped 

by a child in feeding, and the invention pro 
vides the upper and outer edge of the pocket 
with a malleable metal rod which will hold 
the pocket extended or open as desired in 

15 order to effectually catch food that may be 
Epped by the infant or person wearing the 
DO. 

The invention consists in the combination 
with a bib having a pocket, of means for 

20 holding the pocket extended, the means com 
prising a non-resilient pliable or malleable 
metal rod carried by the front portion of the 
pocket and adapted when bent to retain its 
shape and hold the pocket open as will be 

25 hereinafter set forth, also, in the construction 
and combination of the parts as specified in 
the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is 
a view showing the application of the inven 

30 tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical section showing a 
bib made in one piece and provided with a 
pocket, the front of the pocket carrying a 
non-resilient pliable or malleable rod which 
has been bent to hold the pocket extended. 

35 Fig. 3 is a plan or front elevation showing 
the shape of a piece of fabric from which a 
bib E. a pocket may be made, and Fig. 4 
are detail views of the bar for holding the pocket open. 

40 The bib or garment protector is preferably 
made from a single piece of water-proof 
fabric, 'stork sheeting' being admirably 
suited for such use, the pattern A, as shown 
by Fig. 3, is cut away at the upper end to 

45 provide a concave recess which is bound 
with tape the free ends providing means for 
attaching the bib. The pattern or blank is 
widest at a point adjacent to its center where 
it is folded and stitched transversely to pro 

50 vide a tuck a?, the line of stitching being in 
dicated by a, the tuck is for the reception of 
a malleable metal rod A. 
The folded portion of the fabric is cons 

nected by a line of stitches b, positioned 
55 parallel with the stitches which form the 

I tuck for the metal rod, also by the parts" or 
Sections of the Snap fasteners c,c', the 
stitches and fasteners holding that part of 
the fabric which has been doubled upon 
itself in proper form to provide a pocket B. 
The sections of each snap-fasteners are 
passed through two thicknesses of the fabric, 
they being positioned so the ball carrying 
parts of the fasteners are near the line of 
stitching b, the parts of the fasteners near 
the edges of the fabric having the balls pro 
jecting forward to be engaged by the sockets 
c, c, located near the ends of the tuck which 
receives the metal rod A'. The ball sections 
c', c', of the fasteners are engaged by the 
socket sections which are attached slightly 
to one side of the center of the fabric which 
forms the pocket, the ends of the folded por 
tions being held at the rear of the pocket sub 
stantially in line with the stitches b. 
The metallic rod A' hereinbefore men 

tioned is preferably of aluminium, as such 
metal is light and pliable and when bent will 
retain the proper curvature to hold the outer 
edge of the pocket extended. The rod. A 
is straight when placed in the tuck and is 
bent when the bib is ready to be used, such 
curved rod holding the pocket open to catch 
all food which may be dropped by the child. 

It will be noted that the portion of the bib 
having the tuck a' is wider than the other 
parts and when the fasteners are connected 
there will be present at the upper ends of the 
pocket folds or plaits which allows the upper 
and front end of the pocket to be held open 
by the curved rod, the curvature of the rod 
being considerably in excess of the curvature 
of the body portion of the bib when attached 
to a child. 

I am aware that prior to lily invention, as 
is disclosed by the patent issued to. A. J. 
Birney, No. 563,644 dated July 7th, 1896, 
that bibs have been provided with pockets, 
the front upper edge of the pocket carrying a 
stiffening bar, of whalebone, in use such a 
stay or bar does not hold the pocket extend 
ed but merely keeps the upper edge from 
sagging, the rotundity of the child's body 
gives a corresponding curve to the pocket 
which would close the same. 
With my invention the pocket is held open 

or extended by the curve given to and re 
tained by the malleable rod which is greater 
than the curvature assumed by the rear poi 
tion of the pocket when the bib is in use. 
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This invention is no limited to abib having 
a pocket formed integral there with. 
The catch all bib herein set forth may be 

easily cleaned by opening the pocket, and 
when the rod is not beint the bib may be 
folded to lie flat. Having thus set forth nay invention what 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a bib made up of light pliable waterproof 
material that is folded to provide a pocket, a 
line of stitches adjacent to the upper edge of 
the pocket, a non-corrosive malleable metal 
bar located within a tuck formed by the line 
of stitches, for the purpose set forth. 2. A child's bib having a pocket formed 

7 by folding the lower edge of the bib forward 
and upward and detachably securing the 
8&ie at the corners to the body or upper 
part of the bib, then bending the lower cor 

i. - ners of the fold backward and likewise de t&chably securing them to the back of the 
body of the bibaid forming a loop along the 

upper front edge of the and a stay 
consisting of a cylindrica, bar or rod of non 
corrosive malleable metal located in the 
loop, such rod or bar being of less length 
than the looped upper edge of the pocket, 
Substantially as shown. 

3. ln combination with a bib having a 
pocket, a malleable and non corrosive metal 
rod attached adjacent to the upper edge of 
the front portion of the pocket, such rod 
when bent retaining its curvature to hold the 
pocket open, for the purpose set forth. 

4. A child's bib provided with a pocket of 
flexible materizi, a tuck in the upper edge of 
the pocket, and a non-resilient and pliable 
metal bar inclosed within the tuck, such bar 
being of less length than the upper edge of 
the pocket, for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

MILTON S. THOMPSON. 
Witnesse 

S. D. MuIR, 
HARRY M. REGAN. 
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