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UNITED STATES 
JOHN H. SHAW, 

to aii, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoEIN H. SHAW, of New 

Haven, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a new Improve 

5 ment in Snap-Hooks; and I do hereby declare 
the following, when taken in connection with 
accompanying drawings and the letters of 
reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, and which 

Io said drawings constitute part of this specifi 
cation, and represent, in 
Figurel, a side view; Fig. 2, atop view; Fig. 

3, a sectional side view; Fig. 4, a transverse 
section; Fig. 5, a modification. . 

I5. This invention relates to an improvement 
in that class of snap-hooks in which the mouth 
of the hook is closed by a longitudinally-slid 
ing bolt. In the more general construction of 
this class of hooks the bolt slides in a barrel 

2O formed in the body of the hook toward and 
from the end of the hook. This necessitates 
mechanically drawing the bolt away from the 
nose of the hookin order to make engagement. 
The object of my invention is to construct 25 this class of hook so that it may be engaged 

in substantially the same manner as the latch 
hook, and without applying any mechanical 
force directly to the bolt; and it consists in the body terminating at one end in a device 

3O for attachment, and at the other in a hook, 
is the nose of which is turned downward toward 
the body of the hook, combined with a bolt 
and spring, the tendency of which spring is 
to force the bolt rearward from the hook, the 

35 forward end or nose of the bolt arranged to 
pass forward beneath the nose of the hook, 
and with a recess in rear of the nose of the 
bolt, into which the device to be engaged may 

. . . . . enter, and so as to pass forward with the bolt. 
:o beneath the nose of the hook and escape within 

the hook, as more fully hereinafter described. 
' A is the body of the hook, terminating at 
one end in the usual loop, B, or other means 
for attaching the hook to the strap, or what 
ever it may be. The other end is turned up 
ward and over the body, to form the hook C; 
the end or nose at of the hook turned down 
ward toward the body, but so as to leave a 
space between the nose and body of the hook 

5o sufficient for the introduction of the ring, or 
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whatever it may be with which the hook is to 
be engaged. On the body a sliding-bolt, D, is 
arranged. This bolt is preferably made of in 
verted-U shape, so as to set over the body, as . 
seen in Fig. 4, the legs of the U embracing 55. 
opposite sides of the body; and in the body is 
a longitudinal recess, E, in which a spring, F, 
is arranged, the spring taking its bearing on 
the forward end of the recess E, its other end 
resting against a pin or cross-bar, b, connect- 6o 
ing the opposite sides of the bolt through the 
recess; hence the tendency of the spring is to 
force the bolt rearward or toward the loop. 
The extreme forward end, d, of the bolt, when 
in its rear position, stands beneath the nose a 65 
of the hook, and so as to close the mouth of 
the hook. Immediately in rear of the for 
Ward end, d, is a transverse recess, e, in size 
sufficient to receive the ring, or whatever it. 
may be with which the hook is to be engaged. 7o 
At the rear, or at some convenient point, the 
bolt is provided with a thumb-piece, f, by 
which the person holding the hook by the 
loop may apply his thumb and force the bolt 
forward into the position seen in broken lines, 
Fig. 1. To engage the hook it is placed upon 
the ring so as to bring the ring within the re 
cesse, as indicated in broken lines, Figs. 1 
and 2. Then a pull rearward, the ring being 
stationary, will draw the bolt forward and 8c 
bring the recess e within the hook, as indi 
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cated in broken lines, Fig. 1. In that posi 
tion the ring slips from the recess e and the 
bolt returns by the action of its spring, leav 
ing the ring engaged with the hook, and from 
which it cannot be disengaged until the bolt 
is returned to the position seen in broken lines, 
and the ring set into that recess. Then the bolt, 
returning, brings the ring outside the hook, 
to permit disengagement. 90 
While I prefer to make the bolt inverted-U 

shape, so that its two sides will embrace the 
body and cover the spring-recess, the bolt . 
may be otherwise shaped, as seen in Fig. 5 
that is, the bend of the U omitted. 
I claim- , 

1. The herein-described snap-hook, consist 
ing of the body A, terminating at one end in 
a device for attachment and at the other in 
the hook C, its nose a turned downward to- IOO 
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ward the body of the hook, combined with a E, in rear of the hook, the longitudinally- I5 
longitudinally-sliding spring -bolt, D, con- sliding bolt D, inverted-U shape in transverse 
structed at its forward end to pass beneath section, the legs of the U extending down over 
the nose of the hook, and with a transverse the sides of the body to cover said recess, its 

5 recess, e, in rear of its forward end, and so as forward end d constructed to pass beneath the 
to leave a space or recess in rear of the for- hook, and with the transverse recess e in rear 20 
ward end of the bolt for the introduction of of its forward end, the spring F, arranged in 
the engaging device, and the spring F, sub- the recess in the body, and so as to bear rear 
stantially as described. ward against the bolt, substantially as de 

IO 2. The combination of the body A, termi- | scribed. " - 
nating at one end in a device for attaching JOHN H. SHAW. 
the hook, and at the other end in the hook C, Witnesses: 
its nose turned downward toward the body of W. E. STEVENs, 
the hook, the body constructed with a recess, I. B. SARGENT. 

  


