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To all whom it may O72,6677, 
Be it known that I, MAX THOMSEN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, 
in the county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Curling-Irons, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
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This invention relates to improvements in 
devices used for crimping and curling the 
hair; and it consists in certain peculiarities 
of the construction, novel arrangement, and 
Operation of the various parts thereof, as will 
be hereinafter more fully set forth and spe 
cifically claimed. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple and inexpensive curling-iron, the parts 
of which may be folded together into a com 
pact form, so as to be readily carried in the 
pocket or any other suitable receptacle, and 
the handles of which may be so placed, that 
When it is desired to heat the iron they will 
rest On the top of the lamp-chimney and be 
free from injury by the heat of the flame and 
Will not be soiled by the smoke thereof. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art 
to which my invention pertains to make and 
use the same, I will now proceed to describe 
it, referring to the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

iron, showing it by continuous lines ready for 
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use in curling the hair, and by dotted lines, 
the various positions in which the handles 
maybe placed. Fig. 2, is an edge view thereof, 
and Fig. 3, is a view, partly in section of a 
portion of one of the handles, and the upper 
part of a portion of one of the curling-rods 
Or spindles. 

Similar letters refer to like parts through 
out the different views of the drawings. 

A, represents a spindle or rod, which is 
preferably made of metal, and has its upper 
portion turned outwardly forming an arma, 
the uppet portion of which is bifurcated or 
formed with jaws a', between which is in 
Serted the tongue a, of the hand-piece a, 
which hand-piece is provided at its extremity 
With a handle a, made of wood or other suit 
able non-heat-conducting material. To the 
inner portion of the arma, of the rod, is piv 
otally Secured a semi-tubular-piece B, which 

Figure 1, is a view in front elevation of my 

is likewise formed with an outwardly ex 
tending arm b, and jaws b', to engage the 
tongue a, of its hand-piece a, which is also 
provided with a wooden or similar handle; 
The pieces a, are formed with recesses a, and 
are pivotally secured within the jaws of the 
pieces A, and B, as is clearly shown. The 
lower part of the tongues a, is formed with 
right-angular shoulders c, to engage similarly 
formed shoulders d, between the jaws a', of 
the pieces A, and B, so that when the han 
dles are placed in position to be clasped by 
the hand they will engage the shoulders d, 
and cause the lower part of the spindles or 
pieces A, and B, to be separated when the 
handles are pressed together. The outer por 
tion of the tongues is rounded as is clearly 
shown in Fig. 3, of the drawings, so that when 
the handles are turned to the positions indi 
cated by dotted lines in Figs. 1, and 3, they 
will not contact with the shoulders d, of the 
pieces A, and B. Between the arms A, and 
B, is placed a bow or horse-shoe-shaped-spring 
C, which is held in position by means of 
flanges c', or any other suitable means. The 
upper ends of the spring C, extend to about 
the top of the jaws a', and b, of the pieces 
A, and B, and impinge With the inner surface 
of the tongues a, of the hand-pieces, thus 
holding the latter in vertical positions, and 
acting on the arms a, and b, so as to nor 
mally hold the pieces A, and B, in juxta 
position. When the hand-pieces are turned 
to a right-angle with the pieces A, and B, the 
ends of the spring will rest against the an 
gular shoulders c, of the tongues and will 
assist in holding them in a horizontal posi 
tion, as is evident. It will therefore be un 
derstood that the spring C, is employed not 
only for normally closing the parts A, and B, 
together, but also in acting upon the hand 
pieces, as above stated. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In a curling-iron the combination of the 
pieces A, and B, pivotally secured together 
and having their upper portions bifurcated, 
with the separate hand-pieces pivotally se 
cured within said bifurcations, and a bow 
spring placed between the upper parts of the 
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pieces A, and B, with its ends bearing against 
the ends of the hand pieces and adapted to 
actuate them as well as the pieces A, and B, 
substantially as described. 

2. In a curling-iron the combination of the 
pieces A, and B, pivotally secured together 
and having respectively at their upper por 
tions the jaws a, b, and the right angular 
shoulders d', with the separate hand-pieces 
a', having the tongues a, provided with the 
shoulders c, said tongues being pivotally se 
cured between the jaws, the bow-spring C, 
secured to the upper part of the pieces A, and 
B, with its ends bearing against the ends of 
the hand pieces and adapted to actuate them 
as well as the pieces A, and B, substantially 
as described. 
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3. In a curling-iron the combination of the 
pieces A, and B, pivotally secured together 
with a separate hand-piece pivotally secured 
to the upper end of each of the pieces A, and 
B, and having the rect-angular shoulders c, 
at their lower ends, and a bow-spring placed 
between the upper parts of the pieces A, and 
B, with its ends extending above the pivot 
point of the hand-pieces, said spring being 
adapted to actuate the pieces A, and B, and 
to engage the shoulders c, on the hand-pieces, 
whereby the same maybe held in a horizontal 
position, substantially as described. - - 

MAX THOMSEN. 
Attest: 

CHAS. C. TILLMAN, 
E. A. DUGGAN. 
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