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My invention' relates to garment holders
for general use. It relates more particularly
to such a garment holder in which a fabric
will be firmly and positively held. It fur-
ther relates to such a garment holder in
which the finest fabric will not be injured
by its constant use. R

I have shown my garment holder as
clamping and holding two separate fabrics,
as for example the top of a stocking and a
corset; though, of course, it may be used
to clamp different portions of the same ma-
terial, for example, as a sleeve holder to
shorten the length of a sleeve. .

My invention further relates to -certain
articles of manufacture, combinations, and
details of construction to be more fully here-
inafter described and pointed . out in the
claims. | ‘ L

in the accompanying drawings the same
reference numerals refer to similar parts in
the several figures. : »

Of the drawings:— S e

Fig. 1isa side elevation, partly in vertical
section, showing the preferred form of my
garment supporter with the jaws closed and
Tirmly gripping two fabrics;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
porter shown in Fig, 1; -

Tig. 8 is a vertical section on the line 3—3
of Fig. 1; .

Fig. 4 is a side elevation, partly in vertical
section, showing a modification of my in-
vention; .

garment sup-

+ Fig. 5 is an end elevation, on line 5—5

of Fig. 4. : .

My garment supporter is essentially a du-
plex supporter 1 formed of a plurality of
levers 2. and 8 pivoted to each other at 4,
the ends 5 and 6 of the levers 2 and 8 respec-
tively being the two movable jaws of my gar-
ment supporter. Each of these jaws is re-
cessed at 7, 7 for the reception, respectively,
of pads of resilient material 8 and 9. - Pref-
erably, though not necessarily, these pads are
corrugated live rubber and are adapted to
firmly clamp and hold the fabric 10. The
other part of the garment holder, to the
right of Fig. 1, is a-duplicate of the part
just described and is connected to it in any
suitable manner, as for- example, by a coil

‘spring 11, Fig. 1.-

Tn connection with the movable levers 2
and 3T employ any suitable form of locking
means to positively hold the movable lock-

ing jaws B and 6 in their clamped or lock-
ing: position. One such form of locking
means I have shown in Figs. 1, 2 .and 3, in
which the end 12 of the:lever 2 is provided
with a locking plate 18 secured to it in any
suitable manner as by the pin 14. This
locking plate 13 cooperates with-a slot 15 in
the end 16 of the lever 8. The plate 13 is
provided with a locking slot 17 to cooperate
with a locking detent 18 carried by the end
16 of the lever 3, Fig. 3. The very end 19
of the locking plate 18 is bent out slightly so
that when the movable jaws 5 and 6 are
brought together to firmly grip the fabric,
or other material 10, the end 19 of the plate
18 will engage with the inclined or wedge
surface of the detent 18 and continue: to
move down the detent until the slot 17 is
brought opposite the-detent 18, when the
locking plate 13 will snap over the detent 18
and securely hold the ends 12 and 16 of the
levers 3 and 2 in their closed or lo¢ked po-
sition. : o _
~ When the parts are locked as just de-
scribed, the resilient pads 8 and 9 ‘are put
under considerable pressure so as to firmly
and positively grip the fabric 10, which may
for example be a silk stocking.

- The movable jaws 5 and 6 are released so
as to release the grip of the resilient pads
from the stocking 10 by pressing upon the
releasing pin 20.  This pin bears upon tihe
locking plate 13 and will press the plate
into the. position shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 8, to disengage the slot 17 in the plate
from the locking detent 18, so that the two
ends 12 and ;16 will be immediately forced
apart by the resiliency of the pads'8 and 9.
This will bring the parts into their open po-
sition to permit the removal of the stocking
10 ready to again clamp another fabric 10
by simply eripping the ends 12 and 16 of
the levers 2 and 3 and pressing them together
-with sufficient. pressure to. compress the pads
8 and 9, more or less, and bring the locking
slot 17 of plate 13 into engagement with the
locking catch or detent 18 in the manner pre-
-viously described. ; x

The ends 12 and 16 of the levers form
hand holds and by -gripping’ them in the

~hand and pressing them together, to operate
the clamping jaws 5 and 6, the action is

similar to actuating a pair of scissors, except
of course, instead of cutting the fabric, my
jaws firmly. and positively grip the fabric
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without cutting,
any particular.

The other complementary clamping mem-
ber shown at the right of Fig. 1 1s a dupli-
cate of that just described and is adapted to
grip and firmly hold the fabric 21, which
may be secured to the corset of the user, or
this fabric 21 may be secured to any other
garment. When this fabric 21 is secured to
the corset, the stocking 10 is supported in
position without any fear or lability that
the parts will slip or that constant usage
will - weaken or mar the fabric; Tt will fur-
ther be noted that my locking jaws b and 6
act positively, there being no spring action,
except such as is due to the compression of
the resilient pads 8 and 9. T

While I lave described the two fabrics
shown in Fig. 1 as being of different nia-
terial, and portions of different garments,
my garment supporter can of course be used
to clamp different, portions of the same fab-
ric, as for example a sleeve to shorten it; or
it may be used in any other position.

The resilient mémber 11 permits the dif-
ferent clamping members to be moved with
relation to each other to take up a stretch
or strain. ‘ . ' '

In Figs. 4 and 5, I have shown a modifica-
tion of my invention in which the levers 24
and 25 are pivoted at 26 and have movable

tearing or marring it in

jaws 27, 28 with pads of resilient material -

29, 29 the same as in the first form. Tn this
modification,. however, the end 30 of the
lever 28 is recessed to form chambers 31 and
39. Within the chambers 31 and 32.1 motnt
an axle or arbor 83 having trunnions 34, 35.
Trunnion 85 is mounted in a bearihg in the
end 30 of thie lever 28 ; the other trunnion 34
is ‘mounted in a bearing in the removable
plate 86, ‘which is screwed into and closes
the chamber 31. Around a portion of the
axle or arbor 33 I mount a coil spring 87
having one énd 38 secured to the axle or
arbor and the other end 89 secured to the

énd 30 of the lever 28. On another portion

of this arbor or axle is rigidly mounted a
drum’ 40" to. which is secured and’around
which is wound a cord, wire or other flexible
member 41. The end of this flexible mem-
ber 41 is passed out of the chamber 31
through the opening 42 and, is provided with
a-hook 43 to cooperate with a similar hook
44.1n the other complementary and duplicate
member shown on the right of Fig. 4. The
two garment mermbers shown in Fig: 4 are
thus secured together in this manner instead
of by the coil spring 11 which is employed
in Fig. 1. When any strain or other move-
ment of the body tends to increase the dis-
tance between the stocking 10 and the fabric
91 secured ‘to ‘the corset” of the. tiser, the
flexible menibers41, 41 will unwind fiom the

© drums 40, 40 but, in 'doing so will wind up
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tension. As soon as this strain is released
the: coil springs 87, 37 will take up any slack
by causing the respective flexible members
41, 41 to be wound up upon their respective
drums 40, 40. .

" To lock the locking jaws 27, 28 together 1
may employ any suitable locking mechanism.
In this form I have shown a spring pressed
detent 45 mounted in the end of the lever 24,
which is adapted to engage and cooperate
with the lug or projéction 46 on the end
30 ¢f the lever 28, Fig. 4. This will firmly
and positively hold the parts together until
such time as the user may desire to release the
stockirig; or other fabric, which can readily
be donie by pulling out the head 47 of the de-
tent 45. ‘

~ While I have shown this form of my in-
vention firmly and positively gripping two

different fabrics itig of course to be under- ¢

stood that I may grip different portions of
the same fabric or- my garment supporter
may be used as found convenient or ex-
pedient. )

Having thus described this invention in
connection with illustrative embodiments
thereof, to the details of which I do not de-
sire to be limited; what is claimed as new
and what is desired to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is set forth in the appended claims.

What I claim is:— o

1. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming op-
posed movable clamping jaws, hand holds
adapted to be grasped and compressed by
the hand of the user, means for retaining
said levers in locked position, and means
associated with the hand holds for attach-
ment to another garment; or to another part
of the same garment.

9. A garment supporter comprising two

levers pivoted to each other forming op-
posed movable clamping jaws, hand holds
adapted to be grasped and compressed by
the hand of the user, a lock to secure the
clamping jaws in their operative position
and ‘means associated with the hand holds
for attachment to another garment, or to
another part of the same garment.
8. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming op-
posed movable clamping jaws, hand holds
adapted to be grasped and compressed by
the “hand of the user, a pad of resilient ma-
terial on each clamping jaw, means for re-
taining said" levers in locked position, and
means associated with the hand holds for
attachment to another garment, or to an-
othier part of the same garment. '

4. A garment’ supporter’ comprising two
levers pivoted to” edch ~other” forming op-
posed movable clamping jaws, hand holds
adapted to be grasped and: compressed by
the hand of the user; an automatic lock: to

‘secure: the clamping jaws in their operative
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position and means associated with the hand
holds for attachment to another garment, or
to another part of the same garment.

5. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming on one
side of the pivot opposed movable clamping
jaws, and on the other side of the pivot op-
posed hand holds adapted to be grasped by
the hand of the user, a locking member car-
ried by one of the hand holds and a cooper-
ating locking member carried by the other
hand hold and means associated with the
hand holds for attachment to ancther gar-
ment, or to another part of the same gar-
ment.

6. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming on one
side of the pivot opposed movable clamp-
ing jaws, and on the other side of the pivot
opposed hand holds adapted to be grasped
by the hand of the user, a locking detent car-
ried by one of the hand holds, a cooperating
locking member carried by the other hand
hold and means associated with the hand
holds for attachment to another garment,
or to another part of the same garment.

7. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming on one
side of the pivot opposed movable clamping
jaws, and on the other side of the pivot op-
posed hand holds adapted to be grasped by
the hand of the wuser, a locking spring-
pressed member carried by one of the hand
holds and a cooperating locking member
carried by the other hand hold.

8. A garment supporter comprising two
levers pivoted to each other forming on one
side of the pivot opposed movable clamping
Jaws, and on the other side of the pivot op-
posed hand holds adapted to be grasped by
the hand of the user, a locking spring-
pressed member carried by one of the hand
holds and a cooperating locking member
carried by the other hand hold, and means to
release the spring-pressed member.

9. A duplex garment supporter compris-

ing two separate garment holders each com-
prising two levers pivoted to each other
forming opposed movable clamping. jaws
and hand holds adapted to be grasped and
compressed by the hand of the user, each
pair of clamping jaws being adapted to
clamp different fabrics or different por-
tions of the same fabric, means for retaining
said levers in locked position and resilient
means to connect the two separate garment
holders together.

10. A duplex garment supporter compris-‘

ing two separate garment holders each com-
prising two levers pivoted to each other
forming opposed movable clamping jaws
and hand holds adapted to be grasped and
compressed by the hand of the user, each
pair of clamping jaws being adapted to
clamp different fabrics or different portions
of the same fabric, flexible members connect-
ing the two separate garment holders to-
gether, and means for paying out the flexible
members when said members are put under
tension, and to rewind said flexible mem-
bers to take up the slack when the tension on
said members is removed.

11. A garment supporter comprising a
member for attachment to the supported
garment,. a second member for attachment
to the supporting garment, one of said mem-
bers being provided with a recess, a flexible
element for comnecting the two members,
and spring means housed in said recess for
exerting a tension on said flexible element.

12. A garment supporter comprising a
member for attachment to the supported
garment, a second member for attachment
to the supporting garment, one of the said
members being provided with a recess, a flex-
ible element for connecting the two members,
and spring operated winding means housed

in said recess for paying out and rewinding

the flexible element. : ,
In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.
ABRAHAM PFLANTZER.
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