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(57) Abstract: Merging search results is required, for example, where an
information retrieval system issues a query to multiple sources and obtains
multiple results lists. In an embodiment a search engine at an Enterprise
domain sends a query to the Enterprise search engine and also to a public
Internet search engine. In embodiments, results lists obtained from ditfer-
ent sources are merged using a merging model which is learnt using a ma-
chine learning process and updates when click-through data is observed
for example. In examples, user information available in the Enterprise do-
main is used to influence the merging process to improve the relevance of
results. In some examples, the user information is used for query modifica-
tion. In an embodiment a user is able to impersonate a user of a specified
group in order to promote particular results.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. g Claims Nos.: 4-11

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)
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2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
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only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
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I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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