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|
HOME APPLIANCE WITH HANGER RACK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a home appliance with
hanger rack.

Most homes and apartments nowadays include a
kitchen, utility room or other area for the placement of
stoves, washers, dryers and other home appliances. In
some instances, the appliances are built into counters
or the like, while in many instances, the appliances are
free standing; that is, they are positioned with one or
more side walls exposed. Many kitchens and similar
areas are quite small and do not provide a proper built-
in place for towel and pan racks and the like.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to providing a free
standing appliance with a removable hanger rack for
towels, etc. and which is uniquely attached to the appli-
ance. More specifically, in the present embodiment,
the rack includes a plurality of flat support arms joined
by a hanger bar. The arms are slidably positioned in the
horizontal planular space between the upper deck and
a side wall of the appliance. Means are provided to re-
sist accidental removal of the rack from the applaince.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawing illustrates the best mode
presently contemplated by the inventor for carrying out
the invention.

In the drawing:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a home appliance con-
structed in accordance with the invention; and

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken on line
2—2 of FIG. 1. :

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

As shown in the drawing, the invention is embodied
in a household appliance such as a kitchen stove 1
which is free standing; i.e. with one or more exposed
sides. Stove 1 includes a top deck 2, a front wall 3 and
supporting side walls 4.

The construction is such that deck 2'is removably
supported on the base. For this purpose, the deck is
provided with an edge portion § and an inwardly ex-
tending lower flange 6 which extends substantially con-
tinuously at least along the stove sides. The upper edge
of each side wall 4 is provided with an inwardly extend-
ing flange 7 which is generally coextensive with flange
6. Flanges 6 and 7 are secured to each other in any suit-
able way, as by screws (not shown), so that they are in
parallelism and provide a planular space 8 therebe-
tween. ,

In accordance with the invention, a hanger rack 9 is
removably attached to stove 1. In the present embodi-
ment, rack 9 comprises a pair of suitably spaced elon-
gated relatively rigid support arms 10 joined by a
hanger bar 11 of any desired length. Arms 10 are flat
and of a thickness approximately % the thickness of
space 8. It has been found that suitable arms can be
formed from stainless steel of about 1/16th inch thick-
ness. Bar 11 may be made of any suitable material, such
as an aluminum rod of about 3 inch diameter.

The outer ends of arms 10 are curved to form circu-
lar sockets 12 into which the ends of bar 11 are press
fit.

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

Rack 9 is attached to stove 1 by manually sliding
arms 10 into space 8, so that the arms extend beyond
flanges 6 and 7.

In some instances, outward forces may tend to cause
arms 10 to slide out of space 8. Tis might occur, for ex-
ample, if a towel 13 is pulled from the rack; or if the
rack is used with an appliance such as a washing ma-
chine, vibrations could move the rack outwardly. The
invention also includes means on the rack and cooper-
ating with flanges 6 and 7 to resist and substantially
limit outward rack movement. As shown, the inner end
portion 14 of at least one arm 10 is inclined at a slight
angle to the arm body. Each portion 14 is normally dis-
posed inwardly of flanges 6 and 7. Any outward forces
wil cause each inclined portion 14 to engage an abut-
ment formed by the respective flange edge 15, 16, de-
pending upon whether the portion is upturned or down-
turned.

It has been found that flanges 6 and 7 provide a slight
resistance to sliding insertion of arms 10, especially in
view of inclined ends 14, However, the flanges are suf-

ficiently flexible so that they will yield to a moderate

amount of pressure.

When rack 9 is in use, bar 11 may be slidably posi-
tioned at any suitable distance from side wall 4, limited
only by the length of arms 10 and the position of in-
clined ends 14. When the rack is not in use, it may be
pushed. inwardly until bar 11 is closely adjacent side
wall 4, as shown in dashed lines in FIG. 2. The adjust—
ment is infinite between end limits.

It has béen found that arms 10 do not interfere with
any appliance mechanism disposed under deck 2.

Various modes of carrying out the invention are con-
templated as being within the scope of the following
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming
the subject matter Wthh is regarded as the invention.
I claim:

1. A home appliance comprising:

a. a base having a side wall terminating in an upper
edge with a first flange extending inwardly there-

. from,

b. a deck mounted on said base with said deck having
an edge portion and a second flange extending in-
wardly therefrom,

c. said first and second flanges being generally co-
extensive and in parallelism and disposed to form
a planular space therebetween,

d. a hanger. rack for towels, pans and the like
mounted to said appliance,

e. said rack having support means shdably dlsposed
and held within said space so that the rack may be
selectively spaced from said side wall or disposed
closely adjacent thereto, said rack comprising:

1. a plurality of spaced flat arms formmg said sup-

port means,

2. the outer ends of said arms being curved to form

circular sockets,

3. and a hanger bar secured within said sockets,
f. abutment means formed by the inner edges of said

first and second flanges,

g. and an end portion on at least one arm which is in-
clined. at an angle to the arm body,

h. said inclined end portion normally being disposed
inwardly of said flanges and being subject to en-
gagement with at least one of said inner edges to
limit outward movement of the rack,

i. said first and second co-extensive parallel flanges
being yieldable so that said arm and inclined end

portion are slideably insertable into said space.
* *® * *® ®



