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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HUGH DOUGLAs, of the 

city and county of Dubuque, Iowa, have in 
vented a new and Improved Device for Tak 
ing up Slack of Line, of which the following is 
a specification: - 
In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a top 

view of my improved device for taking up 
slack line, and Fig. 2 a side elevation of the 
Sale, 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The object of my invention is to produce for 

the purpose of stretching slack lines a porta 
ble device, by which the operation is performed 
easily and rapidly with less effort than in the 
common manner. The invention consists of 
a forked base-frame provided with a lateral 
stretching roller or drum, having sideratchets 
and a retaining-pawl, to be operated by a lever 
with a pivoted pawl, the line being guided 
and secured when stretched by a pivoted 
double eccentric with lever-handle. 
In the drawing, A represents the support 

ing base-frame, which is provided at its forked 
end with a revolving roller or drum, B, hav 
ing side ratchets B for the retaining-pawl C, 
and the pivoted pawl D of operating-lever D. 
A double eccentric, E, with handle E, is piv 
oted to uprights F of the solid tapering part 

of frame A, and may be readily swung to 
either side, as required for use. 
The line or rope is passed between eccen 

tric and frame, and wound around the drum; 
the lever and pawl are then applied to the 
drum, so that the turning of the same takes 
up the slack of the line, the eccentric allowing 
the sliding of the line in the direction of the 
drum, but binding it rigidly in the direction 
of the strain. The retaining-pawl secures the 
position of the drum till the lever is swung 
back and the lever-pawl set again into the 
ratchet for the next stretching. The frame is 
supported on strong legs cast in one piece 
therewith, which are placed against a firm 
point of support for operating the apparatus 
in taking up the slack of the line. 

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 
The device for taking up the slack of line, 

constructed of forked base-frame A, revolving 
drum B, with ratchets B", retaining-pawl C', 
operating-lever D, with pawl D', and pivoted 
line-holding double eccentric E, all being ar 
ranged and applied substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

Witnesses: HUGH DOUGLAS. 
G. A. POTTER, 
J. K. BENEDICT. 

  


