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2 Claims.

The present invention relates to a two-part
hinged tablet box or container and has particular
reference to an improved construction which
provides for easy opening of the box.

An object of the invention is the provision of a
two~part hinged tablet box or the like wherein
the cover part is retained on the body part by a
floating pintle hinge and wherein pivot projec-

tions formed on the cover part rest on the upper -

edge of the body part adjacent the hinge and thus
provide fulerum points on which the cover may
be easily rocked by pinching the rear edge of the
box so that the latter may be readily snapped
open with one hand.

Numerous other objects and advantages of the
invention will be apparent as it is better under-
stood from the following description, which,
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing, discloses a preferred embodiment there-
of. & .

Referring to the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box embody-
ing the instant invention, the view showing the
box being snapped open, the view showing the
outline of a portion of a hand in such opera-
tion of pinching the box.

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the box shown in
Fig. 1, .

Figs. 3 and 4 are enlarged sections taken sub-

stantially along the line 3—3 in Fig. 2 and show-

ing the cover of the box in different positions, and

Fig. 5 is a section taken substantially along
the line 5—75% in Fig. 3. .

As a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the drawing illustrates a tablet box which
includes a sheet metal body member {i{ and a
sheet metal cover member {2 which is retained on
the bedy member by a hinge {3. The body mem-
ber is preferably of a one piece die drawn con-
struction which comprises a rectangular shaped
flat bottom wall section 15 having a surrounding
upright and continuous side'%qall which includes
a front wall section 16, a rear”%all section 17, and
a pair of connecting side will sections 8. At the
corrers these wall sections-are curved or rounded
as indicated by the numeral 9.

The construction of the cover member (2 is
similar to the construction of the body member {1
and preferably includes a semi-flattened, dome
shaped top wall section 21 which is surrounded by
a continuous depending and integral flange 22.
The flange includes a front wall section 23, a rear
wall section 24, and a pair of connecting side wall
sections 25. The corners of these wall sections
are rounded as at 26 to fit the body member.
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At the rear of the box the cover member 12
and the body member (| are hinged togetherin a
floating pintle hinge. Such a hinge includes a
pintle 3{ which is tightly retained in a long hinge
lug 32 formed in the rear flange wall section of
the cover 12, The ends of the pintle extend be-
yond the ends of the lug 32 and are engaged in
a pair of outwardly projecting hinge lugs 33
formed in the rear wall section (T of the body
member. .

The body member hinge lugs 33 are vertically
elongated in order to allow the pintle free verti-
cal movement therein so that the hinge will be
of a floating character. With this hinge con-
struction the cover may be readily hinged back
out of the way to gain access to the interior of
the box.

‘When the cover member 12 is in closed position
on. the body member it preferably rests on the
front edge of body wall section 16 and is locked
against inadvertent opening. This locking fea-
turg is effected by a pair of small interlocking
bosses 35, 36 which are pressed outwardly from the
front wall sections 16 and 23 of the body member
{1 and the cover member 12 respectively.

Provision is made for readily opening the box
by pinching the rear edges of the cover and the
body members together, For this purpose there
is provided a small integrally struck indentation
or inwardly extending projection 41 in the cover
member 12 adjacent the juncture between its top
wall 24 and each side wall 25 thereof. There are
thus two of these projections, one on each side
of the cover, and they are spaced equally forward
from the hinge 13. When the cover is in closed
position these projections rest on the upper edge
at the rear of the side wall sections 18 of the
body member. The projections 41 could be
formed in the body side wall sections 18 if desired
and thus have them engage against the edge of
the cover member with the same operating effect.

Hence when the rear edge of the box is pinched,
the hinge pintle 3§ moves down in the elongated
body lugs 33 and this action rocks the cover
member around its fulcrum or pivot projections
&1. With this rocking movement the outer catch
boss 35 in the front wall section 23 of the cover
member snaps out of locking engagement with
the inner catch box 35 of the front wall section
16 of the body member If. At the same time

the pintle 2§ seats in its lugs 33 with the result
that the front edge of the released cover is moved
up and away from the body member and into an
initial or partially opened position. From this |,
initial position it is an easy matter to complete
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the opening by swinging the cover up and over
on its hinge pintle into full open position, This
gains entrance to the box interior but by reason
of the Initial opening step the contents of the
box are not scattered around as might be done if
the box was suddenly fully opened.

It is thought that the invention and many of
its attendant advantages will be understood from
the foregoing description, and it will be apparent
that various changes may be made in the form,
construction and arrangement of the parts with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention or sacrificing all of its material ad-
vantages, the form hereinbefore described being
merely a preferred embodiment thereof.

I claim:

1. A hinged tablet box and the like compris-
ing a one-piece body of substantially rectangular
shape with rounded corners and having upright
parallel front and rear walls and parallel side
walls all of substantially uniform height through-
out, a one-piece cover corresponding in shape to
said body and having a semiflattened domed top
wall and depending parallel front and rear walls
and parallel side walls which slip over said body
walls to close said box with -a releasable fric-
tional engagement, a floating hinge connection
between the rear cover and body walls to provide
relative vertical movement between said rear
walls, and an integrally struck indentation ex-
tending inwardly from said cover adjacent the
juncture between its top and a side wall and in a
" rear portion thereof, said indentation constitut-
ing an inwardly projecting fulcrum of relatively
small area engaging the upper edge of the ad-
jacent body side wall, so that when said body and
cover are pinched together rearwardly of said
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indentation the cover rocks on said body side wall
on said fulcrum within the limits of the vertical
movement of sald floating hinge connection to
release said frictional engagement between the
box body and cover and to effect initial opening
of the cover,

2. A hinged tablet box and the like comprising
a one-piece body of substantially rectangular
shape with rounded corners and having upright
parallel front and rear walls and parallel side
walls all of substantially uniform height through-

out, a one-piece cover corresponding in shape to

said body and having a semi-flattened domed
top wall and depending parallel front and rear

walls and parallel side walls which slip over said

body walls to close said box, a complementary
interengaging releasable frictional connection be-
tween the front walls of said body and cover and
a floating hinge connection hetween the rear
walls -thereof to provide relative vertical move-
ment between said rear walls, and a pair of oppo-
sitely disposed integrally struck indentations ex-

tending inwardly from said cover adjacent the -

juncture between its top and side walls and in s
rear portion thereof, said indentations constitut-
ing opposed inwardly projecting fulcrums of rela-
tively small area respectively engaging the upper
edges of the opposed body side walls, so that
when said body and cover are pinched together
rearwardly of a said indentation the cover rocks

on said body side walls on said fulcrums within :

the limits of the vertical movement of said float-
ing hinge connection fo release said connection
between the front walls of the body and cover

88 and to effect initial opening of the cover.

EDWARD O. THEN.




