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(57) Abstract: Systems and methods for

downhole formation testing. The invention

is based on the use of one or more elongated

sealing pads (34) capable of sealing off and

\ collecting or injecting fluids from elongated
32a portions along the surface of a borehole.
The modified probe pads (34) of a device

(30) made in accordance with the invention

increase the flow area by collecting fluids

from an extended portion along the surface

of a borehole, which is likely to straddle

one or more layers in laminated or fractured
formations.
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