Feb. 27, 1951 J. A. CARINI 2,543,716

BLOCK LAYING GUIDE
Filed March 29, 1948

JOHN A. CARINI

| 7{%-@@%




Patented Feb. 27, 1951

2,543,716

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
2,543,716
.- BLOCK LAYING -GUIDE
‘John A.-Carini, South Glastonbury; Conn.
< ;Application-March 29, 1948 -Serial -No. 17,721
(Cl. 33-—85)

© 8 Claims.
1
. This invention relates to. masons’ tools in gen-
eral. More particularly this invention relates to
block, brick or tile laying guides.

An object.of $his invention is to. provide a block
laying. guide that enables persons with. substan-
tially no-experience to lay blocks.in a professional
manner.

Another .object of this inveéntion is to provide
a_bloek laying .guide. siich that.parallelism and
substantially exact linearity of the block course
may be maintained.

Still another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a block laying guide that insures substan-
tially .equal spacing both laterally and vertically
in a block course to provide substantially uniform
block facing.

A further object.of this invéntion is to provide
a block laying guide that.may be used :without
altering or.disturbing block placement when once

set. -

Still a. further object of this invention is to
brovide a block laying guide that may be readily
adapted to gauging varying mortar thicknesses
desired between the blocks.

. ‘Other and further objects of this invention will’

be apparent. to those skilled in the art to which
it relates from the following specification; claims
and drawing.

In accordance with this invention there is pro-
vided & device adapted to be. used as a guide in
laying of cinder and concrete blocks, terra cotta
tile, bricks .and: the like. -This device is con-
structed so that substantially inexperienced men
are: enabled fo lay blocks and the like in a pro-

fessional manner and maintain parallelism and

linearity of the block course: This invention also
enables a person ‘using it to-space the blocks sub-
stantially equally and to-control the mortar thick-
ness required without difficulty.

This device is made - up of an elongated body
member-that is adapted t6- be - placded substan-
tially horizontally’ along the upperedge of 3 laid
foundation  course ‘of “blocks. - Attached 6 this
body member-and extending substantially atright
angles thereto-are provided two-or mere rod-like
members that are-adapted te lay on the upper
surface of the laid-course of blocks and these
rod-like membersrare of & thickness correspond-
ing-to the thickness of the mortar desired to. be
placed . on the upper .surface ‘of the laid -course
of blocks. These..rod-like .members are-inter-
changeable with other rod-like members of dif-
ferent thicknesses so that different thick-
nesses of mortar. may-be.gauged. . Extending from
the lower surface of the elongated body member
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are two or more substantially vertical sections,
each of a length corresponding more or less to
the height or thickness of a block or to the thick-
ness of several bricks and these sections are
adapted to engage the outer surfaces of the laid
course of blocks. or bricks when the elongated
body member is supported along the upper outer
edge of the laid course of blocks or bricks by the
rods«like mortar gauging members.

~Extending from the upper surface of the elon-
gatedbody member areitwo:or more vertical mem-
bers -provided . for' the purpose of guiding the
laying: of the next-course of blocks or bricks. A
spacer arm:provided for the purpose of spacing
the end of one block or brick from the adjacent
end of another block or brick is pivoted to a
member :attached to one end of the elongated
body. ‘The spacer arm ‘extends both above and
below the center. of the body member in such a
manner that the spacer arm may be interchange-
ably used in.one pivot hole-or the other for laying
g, course of blocks either from the right or left.
This operation then necessitates that the guide
shall be inverted to change the direction of pro-
gression from one side to the other.

. ‘Other- features of this invention will be set
forth-hereinafter in the detailed description of
the drawing in which briefly Figure 1 is g per-
spective view showing the  application of this
block laying guide to the construction of a brick
or:block wall; Figure 2 is a sectional view show-
ing this .device in position on a partially con-
structed -wall; and Figure 3 is a view showing
structural-details of this.device.

<Referring.: to the drawing in detail there is
iHustrated in Figure 1 g view of the application
of - this block laying guide to the laying of a
course of block upon a previoiisly laid course.
The elongated body member 18 of the device is
positioned -along side of one of the top edges
of the laid course of block il and is held in this
position by a pair of rod-like members 12 at-
tached thereto at spaced points. These rod-like
members {2 are made of a thickness correspond- -
ing to the thickness of the mortar {la desired to -
be placed over the top surface of the laid course
of-block I1. “Furthermore these members 12 may
be supported on the body member 18 in suitable
holes in which the ends of the members are held

by a threaded fastening to enable quick inter-

change of rods. of various diameters whereby the
members:12.may be employed for the purpose of
gauging different thicknesses of mortar as desired.
These.rod-like members may be made of a .uni-
form diameter or they may. be fashioneg with -
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front and back ends having a diameter corre-
sponding to the desired thickness of the mortar,
while the center between these ends may be of a
lesser diameter such as would reduce the fric-
tional drag and enable withdrawal with less effort
and a minimum of disturbance to the positioned
block.

A pair of depending members |3 are attached
to the lower surface of the elongated member 10
and these depending members are provided for
the purpose of lining up the body member 10 with
the side of the laid course of block {I. For this
purpose the members 13 are rigidly attached to
the body 1€ at right angles thereto so that the
surfaces 14 of the members {3 are coplanar with
the surface i5 of the body 8. Likewise the up-
right members 16 that are rigidly attached to the
upper surface of the body {0 are provided with
surfaces 17 that are coplanar with the surface
I15 of the body 10.

The surfaces 14 of the depending members 13
are placed against the side of the laid course of
block {1 and the rod-like members {2 are placed
on the top surface of the laid course of block.
The pivoted spaced arm (8 is swung down to its
horizontal position and the device is moved
toward the end Ifc of the top block so that the
outer face of the spacer arm {8 abuts this end
ttc. Mortar Iia is then placed on the fop sur-
face of the laid course of block {1 to a depth
corresponding substantially to the thickness of
the rod-like members {2. Another block (b
shown in dotted outline in Fig. 1, is then placed
upon the mortar so that its side abuts the sur-
faces 17 of the upright members {6. Care must,
of course, be taken to see that the surfaces 14
of the depending members 13 abut the side of
the laid course of block while the block is being
positioned against the surfaces 17 of the upright
members (6 so as to obtain a straight wall with
the individual blocks thereof parallel.

As mentioned above spacer arm I8 is pivoted
to the support 19 that is attached to one end of
the body member 10, to gauge the spacing be-
tween the adjacent ends of the blocks. This
spacer arm 18 is also interchangeable with other
spacers of different thicknesses so that the spac-
ing between the adjacent ends of the blocks may
be changed if desired. This will provide spac-
ing to correspond with the proper size of rods to
be used where so necessary. After the desired
space is provided between the adjacent ends of
the blocks, the spacer arm 8 may be swung on
its pivot 21 out from between the blocks so that
mortar may be placed between the blocks or it
may be left in its horizontal position until the
device is withdrawn from the wall. The levels
23 positioned in the handle 22 are employed for
leveling the guide body {0 longitudinally and ad-
justing the vertical members 17 so that these are
plumb.

After the blocks are positioned in proper rela-
tion with respect to the laid course, the device is
withdrawn by means of the handle 22 that is at-
tached to the body member {0 and, the guide is
then placed on the laid course of block in the
successive position for the correct placement of
the next and following block. )

While I have described this invention with re-
spect to certain embodiment thereto in detail, it
is of course understood that it is not, desired to
limit this invention to the exact details described
except in so far as they may be set forth in the
following claims and except as so far as the in-
vention may be limited by the prior art.
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I claim:

1. A block or brick laying guide for use in lay-
ing blocks upon a previously laid course in the
construction of a wall comprising an elongated
body member, rod-like members attached to.one
side of said body member at spaced points and
disposed substantially at right angles to said
body member, said rod-like members,being adapt-
ed to rest on the top of the laid course of blocks
to measure the thickness of mortar to be placed
on the laid blocks for the next course of blocks,
and guide members extending up and down from
said body member when said body member is in
horizontal position along side of the said laid
course of blocks to guide the laying of the next
course, and a spacer member pivoted at the end
of said hody member to measure the spacing be-
tween the end of one block and, the adjacent end
of the next block.

2. A block or brick laying guide for use in lay-
ing blocks upon a previously laid course in the
construction of a wall comprising an elongated
body member, means attached to one side of said
body member at spaced points to rest on the top
of the laid course of blocks for measuring the
thickness of mortar to be placed on the laid blocks
for the next course of blocks, and guide members
extending up and down from said body member
when said body member is in horizontal position
along side of the said laid course of blocks to
guide the laying of the next course, and a spacer
member pivoted at one end of said body member
to measure the spacing between the end of one
block and the adjacent end of the next block.,

3. Ablock or brick laying guide for use in manu-
ally laying individual blocks upon a previously
1aid course in a construction of 2 wall compris-
ing an elongated member having a flat block en-
gaging surface and having a width substantially
less than that of the blocks, a pair of thin rod-
like members attached in holes formed in said
flat body member at spaced points such that said
rod-like members extend to one side of said body
member at right angles thereto, said rod-like
members being adapted to rest on the top of the
laid course of blocks to hold the flat surface of
said body member vertically with respect to the
front face of the laid course of blocks, the thick-
ness of said rod-like members corresponding sub-
stantially to the thickness of mortar desired on
the top of the laid course of blocks, a plurality
of elongated guide members extending up and
down from said body member when said body
member is in a horizontal position to guide the
laying of the next course of blocks, each of said
guide members having upper and lower flaf sur-
faces that are coplanar with the flat surface of
said elongated body member, the lower flat sur-
faces of said guide members being adapted to
abut surfaces of the front face of the laid course
of blocks when said body member is in horizon-
tal position along the top edge of the laid course
of blocks, and said upper flat surfaces of said
guide members being adapted to abut the front
face of the block being positioned on the mortar
on the top of said laid course of blocks for guid-
ing the positioning of this block, and means co-
operating with the respective rod-like members
for holding said guide members and said body
member in assembled relation.

JOHN A. CARINI.

(References on following page)
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