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This invention relates to.machines for

stamping. letters or  other ~mail  matter..

Among the machines to which the invention
is ‘applicable are those: for affixing stamps

'8 to mail matter, printing stamps or permits-

upon mail matter, and cancelling , or
cancelling mail matter. = .~ . °
Tn the majority of such machines, the
letters or other mail matter are. fed through
10 the machine from: a supply table to a de-
‘livery table upon a. suitable -track or like
support. . o R ‘
Tt is the object of the present invention
to provide power driven means for raising
and lowering such a'track: preferably in
unison with: the supply and delivery tables
or for otherwise adjusting the track and said

pre-

tables with reference to the stamping means -

or other means acting upon the mail matter
‘in its travel,” such -adjustment primarily

serving to adapt the machine for handling"

Jetters or the like of various sizes.' = -
In the drawings:— & vy

Figure 1 is'a plan v1éw of "an'fén‘ﬁelope

|3
=]

which' the invention is shown applied; ="

Figure 2 is an enlarged plan view show--
ing solely the track adjustment means;- - . -
' TPigure 8 is a sectional elevation of:said-
adjustment means, the.plane of section-be-’

30
“ing indicated by line 3—3 of Figure 2.

~The reference characters: 1 and 2 desig-:
‘nate respectively an initial'and a final work

| - table, said tables being located -at ‘opposite
“ends of -a base plate 3. In :the illustrated
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quently print ‘mailing ‘permits or other

stamps ' thereupon. The envelopes are fed.

through: the machine in  succession in sub-

. stantially  upright position - and are: sup-
ported and guided in their travel by a'chan-

45 el shaped rail 4. Said rail has: a unitary

 connection with the work tables 1'and 2=
" and:the unit 1, 2 and 4 is vertically ‘adjust-
- _able according to the size of the envelopes 5.

" which form the work, in order to establish

'5‘0 the proper level ‘of ‘the flap carrying upper:
edge of said envelopes relative to the seal-

_ing:means and also to’ insure application of

" the printed permit or stamp to the envelope

‘in proper proximity to sald edges of the

sealing  and “stamp | printingmachine - to:

embodiment of the invention the mail matter-

which ‘is' handled ' by ‘the 'machine has. the"
" nature of envelopes and the machine func- -
" tions to seal said envelopes ‘and: tosubse--

»envellbpe;s.f "The: _trzkwel’ :ovf', the ' enVél'(l)pé:é.

85

throligh,j:he maghine Arom.the table 1 to the ..
table 2 is continuous, being affected by: a -
series of pairs of feed rolls.6, 6/, 7, 7", 8,8,

9, 97,-and" 10, 10”." The first operation per:
formed by the machine is moistening. of the:

adhesive coated Aflaps. - The' specific: means.
for accomplishing this result is'no feature =
of the present.-invention -and .said’ means

may be: sufficiently described as comprising

an inclined driven disk element 11, the lower:
_-portion ‘of which: iz immersed. in “a water ..

65

vessel 117, while its upper portion.engages
the. gummed flaps of the. envelopes 5. as:’

the latter are advanced by the rolls 7,7 )

and 8, 8%

Sealing of the flap. is accom- !

70

plished jointly by the rolls 9, 9 and .10, 10" -
and coaxial with-the roll 8 is a rotary printer - '
12 for applying the stamp-or permit to the . =

travel. - For the purpose of its adjustment,
.. the .rail 4 carries two. interiorly :threaded: .

“envelopes .-without interruption: . of their - = -

75

sleeves 13.:0one of :which -is: formed as an
integral downward projection from: the ini- -

tial feed table 1, while the other depends

integrally from an arm 14 projecting later- -
: 7 Said sleeves act as feed .-
‘nuts for raising-and-lowering the track and

ally from said rail.

tables through engagement of ‘the sleeves.
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with apair -of vertical serews 15 and 157 -

which:are-journaléd ' in-the base -3. and are 85 FE |

“adapted to be driven in unison by a mech-

anismarranged  beneath said bage. The - »

‘1. and.-a’ pair.of spiral “gears 17 upon the.

‘unitary drive ‘connection ‘between:. the two -
screws comprises a shaft 16 below the base’:

90

ends ‘of said shaft meshing' with spiral gears .

18 upon -the lower end . portions of “gaid
‘screws.:Power is applied..to the ‘screw. 15
and from the latter to the.screw 15’ through
the shaft 16'and gears 17,'18. - For driving- :
“the serew 17, a spur gear 19 is mounted fast . -
‘upon-the lower end’thereof and is adapted -
“t0' be ‘driven by an .idler: pinion 20 with:. -
“which. a gear 21 in turn has driving engage- - -~ .
ment.”“The pinion 20-and gear 21 are jour'—i}oo, o
‘naled upon an‘arm 22 arranged radially to.~ "~
‘the!serew:15 beneath:the base:3 and:formed-

with “an’ integral bearing 23 journaled in:.

“said‘base and-engaged by the journal por-

105

tion of the screw 15. Above.'the base a "
control handle 24 is rigidly. secured to the: "
arm 92 by pins 25,-the journal portion of

‘the 'serew 15 passing ‘also through the end: - e
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" .of sald handle- which engages said arm.
-Thus, by means of the handle 24, the arm 22
is: adapted to-be rocked .about ‘the axis of
‘the screw- 15. 26 and 27 ‘designate a pair

5 of spur gears. _arranged beneath the base 1

~ at.opposite sides of the gear 21 and con-
stantly driven -(by. means .not shown) in

. opposite - directions: when ‘the ‘machine is in
-~ _operation. Through rocking the arm 22 by
14 means- of the handle 24, the gear 21 may-be

- _selectively meshed with either of the geals
796" and - 27 and thus a ‘drive, uniform in
~-speed and selective in direction, may be ap-
- plied to the two feed screws 15 and 15,
~will be evident that the sleeves or- nuts 13
will be fed upwardly or downwardly upon

“the:-screws 15 and 15" ‘acdording to the di--

redtion of ‘drive of the latter and thug the

wardly according to the limiting posmon to

' _'fwhlch ‘the" handle 24" ig slufted “In the in-

termediate position of said handle, which is

o5
96 and 27 and ‘the track and work tables
are. ‘congequently statlonaly

The described adjustment meohamsm per—ﬂ
- pits s ‘mhachine ‘of the described character:
to be adapted for use: with any standard
“size of envelopes with a'maximum speed and -
Ag such machines are commonly
oirls or office boys and, as the”
unit formed by the track and the two work .
tables is- inlarge ‘machines of consﬂerablef

30
- fagility.
~operated by g
35
- weight, the elimination of necessity “for rais-

T Ingrer loweuno sud umts mftnua,lly 18 qmte
S “tween . said supports, and mechanism - as-
-sociated  with one-of said supports. adjust-

s desirable.
0 What T elaim as’ mV invention igr— - - -

“cles are adapted to be fed 'to said means,
-a féed table and a delivery. table connected
Cwith said track. and- adjustable: therew1th,

- ofspaced screws supporting said track, and:

-2~ méans for ‘driving ‘said-screws.in  unison: to
o shiftehes tlack relatwe to szud operflt]no

: ,‘means " : '
2i-In'a machlne of the chamcter descrlbed

- engaging said. track at-spaced pomts there-

. of, ‘and ‘means for ‘driving said screws.-in.
unison alternatlvely in elther ‘direction; to

effect raising or lowering of said track. -
3: Tu a machine-of the ohal acter described,

5 ..Bdfthe ‘combination with- means: for operatmg

. therewith; a support. for said track rotatable

= ‘k;s-;to effect vertical adjustment of the.track, a.

“upon articles, and a track upon which articles:

It
‘support irom the member CaI‘I‘led by szud
arm,

- track 4 and the work tables 1 and 2 will be
-adjusted in vunison eithér upwardly or down:-

o shown in full lines in Figure-2; the gear 21
- is "disengaged from both “of the drive gears

1:In a machine of the character described,
* the combination with means for operatmou‘
“tipon articles; and a track upon: which arti-

;.:-,_the .combination with means for: opemtlng_'
- “tiponarticles, of a’ “track upon which articles
Tiare adap‘bed to be fod: to-said means, screws:

Y upon articles, and a track for feeding articles
-+ to said  means; a' feed ‘table: and-a- delivery
= table: cotmected to said track: and adjustable:

contmuously duven slmft, and means for i1

' 1,638;752

estabhshlng a “drive connectlon from said
shaft to said rotatable support. ~

‘4. Tn a machine of the character described,
the combination. with means for. opﬂmtmo o
70
are adapted to be fed to said means, of a"
member. supporting said track rotatable to

effect vertical adjustment of the track, con-.

tiruously oppositely driven shafts, a plvotal
arm haVan’ a handle member, a member

75
carried by “said arm adapted to be driven

‘alternately by said shafts in limiting posi-

tions of said aim, and means estabhshmd‘ a
constant drive connection to said rotatable
80

5. In a machine of the chamcter descmbed o
the combination - with mesans: for: operatmg-'-:;&
upon articles,-and a track upon: which arti-
cles are adwp’ced to be fed'to said ‘means,.of 85 -
a-screw rotatively engaging: said- track. to-:
vertically adjust’ the same, an arm’ pivoted =
coaxially with said screw, a rotative trans-
mission member mounted -upon said arm and
having a constant drive econnection with said- 90
‘screw,: and “continuously “ospositely - driven.. .
members alternatively- having a drive eon- -
nection to' the-member on-said ‘arm in op ..

o

iposite. limiting pos1tlon° of PlVOtwl ad]ust

ment of ‘the ‘arm. ‘95

6. In a machine of the chal aoter descrlbed
the combination ‘with means. for opemhnor
upon articles; and a track upon which articles -
are adapted to be fed. to.said. means, -of
spaced supports for said - track rotatable_ to 100
‘effect vertical-adjustment of the track, means-
-establishinga constant drive .connection, be: .

able to effect a drive.thereto in oppos1te dl— 10a _
rections. .
o Ina malhng nnchlne of the. charfxcter

,deqcrlbed the -combination with - means. for
-feeding, stamplntr and delivering: envelopes,
“of a track -along -and. upon. whlch the ens 110
-velopes are adapted to move to 'and:past -

said means, a mounting for said track adapt- .. -

ing the same for adjustment relative to-the, .

7 operating means; and means: for applylncr :

,-power to effect such: admstment R L
8. In a machine as set forth in claim 7 EEEEE

‘oppos1tely driven means, and- means: for-en- -

‘gaging the power applying means with either

~of gaid driven means’ according. to whether-

it i desired. o raise ior lower. said track.. 120

9. In a mailing machlne ‘of the- character

- described h‘LVHlO‘ ‘2 feed table, a dehvery
- table, and means for feeding, stamping and -

dehvmmg envelopes  disposed. between said-

-tables; of a track upon which the envelopes: 120»

ave adapted to be fed past said means. from . =

‘oné table to.the other, said tables andtrack -.
“being-connected ‘and movable a8 a;unit, op-v
_ positely :driven means for. Vertlcally ad]ust~
ing S‘ud track power applymo means . md
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means for engaging the power applying

" means with either of said driven means ac-

cording to whether it is desired to raise or
lower said track.

10. In a machine of the character de-
scribed, the combination of “a feed table,
a delivery table, and means intermediate.the
- tables for operating upon articles, and a
. ‘track upon which articles are adapted. to

be fed past said means, from one table to

the other, of ‘a support for said track ro--

10

tatable to effect vertical adjustment of the .

track, oppositely- driven shafts, and means

for: selectwely driving said rotatable sup-’
port- from either shaft.

In testlmony Whereof I affix my s1gna,ture

GEORGE E. SHELDRICK.
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