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This invention relates in general to accessory items 
for swimming pools and the like and pertains more par 
ticularly to a cover assembly therefor. 

in addition to the fact that an open swimming pool 
tends to collect a great deal of trash and foreign ma 
terial, particularly during certain seasons of the year, an 
open pool presents a substantial hazard particularly at 
night or when unattended and it is not unusual for per 
sons, particularly children, to accidentally fall into a 
pool and drown. It is therefore of primary concern in 
connection with this invention to provide an assemblage 
for use in conjunction with a swimming pool which will 
provide a cover therefor at any time so desired, particul 
larly when the pool is unattended. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an as 

semblage of the character defined which will beneat and 
pleasing in appearance both when in use and when stored. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a cover 

assemblage for a swimming pool wherein the cooperation 
between the various component parts is such as to pro 
vide a very efficient and effective cover for a swimming 
pool and which will remain in substantially taut condi 
tion and which will be firmly engaged substantially com 
pletely around the peripheral portion thereof so as to 
positively prevent accidental entry into a pool so covered. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved cover for swimming pools incorporating a pair 
of housing assemblies, located at opposite ends of a pool 
and each containing roller mechanisms for reeling there 
between a pair of parallel rope elements, the rope ele 
ments themselves carrying therebetween at intermediate 
portions of their lengths a flexible cover element con 
structed of canvas or the like, the roller mechanisms 
incorporating positive drive elements for reeling or wind 
ing a rope between one roller mechanism and the other. 

Still another object of this invention resides in the pro 
vision of improvements in swimming pool covers wherein 
the cover assemblage is neat and pleasing in appearance 
and wherein it includes mechanism of simple yet efficient 
construction. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a cover 

assembly for swimming pools including a pair of housings 
or chambers containing roller mechanisms therein for 
Winding thereon a pair of spaced, parallel rope elements 
which extend therebetween and to feed the same back 
and forth between the roller mechanisms, the rope ele 
ments carrying therebetween, an intermediate portion of 
their lengths, a flexible cover assembly of an area to 
completely cover an associated swimming pool, and there 
being located, on opposite sides of the swimming pool 
between the roller mechanisms, guide elements for re 
ceiving and containing therewithin portions of the ropes as 
they are payed between the roller mechanisms and so as to 
hold the flexible cover, when in operative position in taut 
relationship over an associated swimming pool. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

Will become Subsequently apparent reside in the details 
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2 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a swimming pool 
showing the improved cover, assembly operatively asso 
ciated therewith and disposed in covering relation thereto; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical section taken substan 
tially along the piane of section line 2-2 of Figure 1 
and illustrating details of the cover tank assembly and 
showing the operative association of ports disposed there 
within; 

iFigure 3 is an enlarged transverse sectional view taken 
Substantially along the plane of section line 3-3 of Fig 
lure 1 illustrating the details of the guide mechanisms and 
the association of the rope elements therewith and illus 
trating the manner in which the cover assembly is car 
ried between the flights of the ropes; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged vertical section taken substan 
tially along the plane of section line 4-4 in Figure 1 and 
illustrating the details of the internal construction of the 
rope tank assembly; m 

Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view taken substan 
tially along the plane of section line 5-5 in Figure 2 il 
lustrating further details of the internal construction of 
the cover tank assemblage and illustrating the disposition 
of the limit switch disposed therewithin; 

Figure 6 is a transverse sectional view taken substan 
tially along the plane of section line 6-6 in Figure 4 and 
showing further details of the internal construction of the 
rope tank assemblage illustrating the disposition of the 
limit Switch therewithin; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of the drive mechanism asso 
ciated with the cover and rope tanks and illustrating, in 
dotted lines, the de-clutched position of the driving motor; 

Figure 8 is an enlarged view of an edge portion of the 
cover assembly, and illustrating the manner in which the 
rope and the cover are interconnected; and 

Figure 9 is an enlarged section taken substantially 
along the plane of section line 9-9 in Figure 4 and 
showing details of the brake-pawl mechanism. 

Referring now more particularly to Figure 1, reference 
numerals 10 and is indicate the side wall portions of a 
Swimming pool or, more accurately the apron portions 
along the opposite sides of a pool. In Figure 1, the in 
vention is shown in operative association with the pool 
and in covering relationship thereto. The cover assembly 
is indicated generally by the reference character 12 and 
consists essentially of a flexible sheet of canvas 13' or 
other similar material mounted in a manner hereinafter 
described to be disposed in taut covering relationship 
to the pool lying therebeneath, the cover in Figure 1 be 
ing partly broken away to indicate the body of water 14' 
beneath the cover assembly. 

Essentially, the cover assemblage includes a pair of 
tank or chamber assemblies indicated generally by the 
reference characters 3 and 14 and being respectively for 
the purpose of housing the cover when not in use and 
for housing the rope mechanism for operating the cover 
when the device is in use. For the purpose of holding 
the cover taut from side to side of the swimming pool, 
guide assemblies indicated generally by the reference 
characters 5 and 6 are rigidly affixed to the apron 
portions 0 and 1 previously described, the operation 
and use of the guide assemblies being hereinafter de 
scribed. With reference now more particularly to Fig 
ure 2 wherein the cover tank or chamber assembly is 
more clearly shown and, in conjunction therewith, Fig 
lure 5, it will be seen that the cover assembly 13 includes 
a pair of opposite side walls 20 and 21 interconnected 
at their upper ends by a top wall member 22 and having 
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the same has been completely rolled upon the roller 38, 
which action breaks the circuit to the driving motor 40 
and ceases operation thereof. The solenoid 91 is also in 
circuit with the motor 40 so as to be withdrawn upon 
actuation thereof. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A safety swimming pool cover assembly compris 

ing a pair of winding elements adapted to be disposed 
at opposite ends of a Swimming pool and having a cover 
assemblage operatively connected therebetween, drive 
means for paying the cover assemblage back and forth 
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between said winding elements between operative and 
inoperative positions with respect to the swimming pool 
comprising a pair of pivotally mounted electric motors 
related to said winding elements respectively, and each 
swingable in opposite directions respectively, a friction 
drive between each motor and its related winding element 
rendered effective and ineffective in response to swinging 
of the motor in opposite directions, spring means for 
Swinging each motor in one direction, and electromag 
netic means for swinging each motor in the opposite 
direction. 

2. The combination of claim 1 including switch means 
operative by wiping engagement with said cover assembly 
to control said electromagnetic means. 
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