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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that Joux E. CarRoLL, a citizen of the
United States, residing at Seattle, in the county of

King and State of Washington,.has invented certain |

new and useful Improvements in Collapsible Valuable-
Cases, of which the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to collapsible valuable -

cases, and it consists in the novel construction and ar-
rangement of the parts as hereinafter shown and de-
scribed.

The object of the invention is to provide a case of the
character indicated which may be applied to the wall
or side of a sleeping compartment or room and which
when not in use may be folded together in compact
form against the-side or wall of the compartment, and
when in use as a receptacle for valuahles and the like,
may be extended in order to increase its holding ca-
pacity. ‘

The case consists primarily of a plate which is adapt-
ed to be secured to the supporting wall or side and to
which is hinged sectional sides which form the top and
bottom of the case The vertical sides of the case are
made up of two series of strips pivoted together in lazy-
tong fashion while the outer end of the case is provided
with a hinged door. - The sides of the case are held in
extended positions by ‘a- bolt or strip which may be
slipped longitudinally ‘across the adjacent edges of
either the top or lower side of the case, consequently
rendering the sections thereof rigid or fixed with rela-
tion to each other and preventing collapse of the parts
of the case. It isalso desirable to provide a means for
locking the hinged end of the case, and in connection
with said locking means an electrical alarm is pro-
vided which is automatically set off or sounded when
a key is inserted in the lock of said hinged side.. Inas-
much ag the pivoted members of the vertical sides of the
case will be spaced slightly apart when extended, cur-
tains are mounted on spring rollers, which in turn are
journaled within the case, and said curtainsare made to
follow the said vertical sides of the case when the said
sides are extended, thus the curtain will conceal from
view the contents of the case. The case may be ap-
plied directly to the surface of the wall or side of the
sleeping compartment or may be set in the wall if de-
sired. 1In either instance, however, a flap is provided
and which is attached to the rear end of the case and
which lies over the upper edges of the vertical sides
and the front of the-case, when the parts are collapsed,
and in a measure conceals the parts and protects them
from dust, dirt and other foreign substances.

In the accompanying drawing:—Rigure 1 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the case. Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, collapsed, and Fig. 3 is a front
elevation of the same with parts broken away.

The case comprises the back or rear side 1, which
may be secured to the wall or side 2 of a sleeping com-

{

partment. The top and bottomsides$and 4 are hinged
to the back 1; the said top and bottom sides are also
hinged to the rectangular frame 5. The said top and
bottom sides 3 and 4 are made up of sections which are
hinged together, as at 6, and are arranged to swing
within the case when the same is collapsed or closed.
One of the said sides 3 or 4 (preferably the latter) is pro-
vided with a bolt or bar 7 which is slidably mounted
upon one of the hinged sections of the said side and is
adapted to be moved longitudinally across the hinge
joint between the said sections and engage a keeper 8
provided upon the adjacent section. Thus when the
said bar or bolt is so moved, it forms a rigid member
lying across the hinge joint between the section and
renders it impossible for the said sectiors to swing upon
their connecting hinges. The vertical sides of the case
are made up of a series of strips 9 which are pivoted to-
gether at their ends in lazy-tong fashion.  The strips 9
at one end of the said sides are pivotally connected
with the back 1, and at the opposite ends of the said
sides are pivotally comnected with the rectangular
frame 5. The door 10 ishinged to the frame 5 and forms
the outer or front side of the.case. Said door is pro-
vided with a suitable lock 11, the bolt of which is
adapted to engage a keeper provided in the frame 5. A
battery 12 is located in the case or may be located ad-
jacent the same, and a wire 13 connects one of the poles
of the said battery with a magnet 14 which is provided
with a hammer 15, which is adapted to strike and sound
a bell 16 located preferably in the case. The wire 17 is
connected at one end with said magnet 14, while the
other end of said wire is connected with the lock 11.
The wire 18 connects the other pole of the battery 12
with the said lock 11. Normally, the ends of the wires
17 and 18 are spaced apart, but when a key is inserted
in the lock 11 the said key forces the ends of the wires
17 and 18 together, thus closing an electric circuit and
sending a current through the magnet 14, which actu-
ates the hammer 15 to sound the bell 16. Thus at each
attempt to open the door 10 by the use of a key, an au-
dible alarm is sounded. The spring-actuated rollers 19
are journaled in the case in close proximity to the ver-
tical sides thereof. The curtains 20 are attached to said
rollers 19 and are also attached to the frame5. The

“springs of the rollers 19 are under tension in order to

automatically wind the curtains 20 upon the said rollers
as slack occurs in the said curtains. The flap 21 is se-
cured to the back 1 and lies horizontally over the upper
edges of the vertical sides of the case and forms a cover
for the parts when they are collapsed.

When the parts ave collapsed or folded the top and
bottom sides 3 and 4 are swung within the vertical sides
of the cage, which movement is accomplished as a re-
sult of providing hinge connections 6 ‘between the sec-
tions of the said sides 3 and 4. At the same time the
strips 9 are folded in close proximity to each other, and
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the parts are held in such folded position by means of a
"bar 22 fixed at one end to the back 1 and which passes
at its other end through an eye 23 provided upon the
frame 5. A padlock 24 passes through a perforation in
the end of the bar 22 and prevents accidental or inten-
tional extending of the parts until the said padlock is
removed. It isobvious that when the vertical sides of
the case are extended that the curtains 20 will follow
the $aid side or unwind from the rollers 19, inasmuch as
the said curtains are attached at their free ends to the
frame 5. As the said curtaing are within the strips 9
they will obscure from view the contents of the case:
This case is intended especially to be used in sleep-
ing car compartments, although it may be used to ad-
vantage in other places. All of the sides are preferably
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made of sheet steel, and consequently when articles of
value are placed within the case they are comparatively
safe against accidental loss or intentional purloin.

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed
isi—

A ease of the character indicated comprising a back,
vertical - sides composed «of strips pivotally connected
togetheyr, top and bottom sides composed of seetions hinged
together, all of said sides heing connected with said back,
a frame connected to the outer eénds of said sides, and a
door hinged to said frame.

In teéstimony whereof 1 have signed my name to this
specification in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

JOHUN E. CARROLIL.

Witnesses :

E. B. BoDWELL,
WaALTER B, Drans.



