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To ail whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, Wirriam C. Lapp, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mendota,
in the county of Lasalle and State of Illinois,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Ball-Clamps, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to work-clamps; and its
primary object is to provide anew and useful
device of this character by means of which a
base-ball may be held while its cover is being
secured in applied position.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide asimple and cheap yet durable device of
this character which will be composed of few
parts and those so arranged as to avoid lia-
bility of becoming inoperative.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a work-holder which may be either
held within the hand, readily and quickly se-
cured between the jaws of a stitching-horse,
or secured in a slot arranged in a work-bench
while the cover of a ball is being secured in
applied position.

With the above and other objects in view
theinvention consists of the construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of partshereinafter
fully described, claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which disclose the
preferred form of my invention, and in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clamp
construeted in accordance with my invention,
the same illustrating the manner in which a
ball is adapted to be held while its cover is be-
ing applied. Tig. 2 is a central longitudinal
sectional view thereof, illustrating the clamp
secured between the jaws of astitching-horse.
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, illustrating
theclamp securedin a slot arranged ina work-
bench.

Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1 and 2 designate members hingedly
connected at their lower ends and having their
upper freeends provided with jaws 8, between
which a ball is adapted to be clamped to re-
tain it in a rigid position while its cover is be-
ing applied. The members are formed from

any suitable material, and their longitudinal

edges are reversely bent to provide flanges 4,
having their lower portions apertured for the
reception of a pintle 5, which hingedly con-
nects the members. The jaws 3, which are
formed by depressing the upper or free ends
of the members, are cup-shaped and of a depth
sufficient to permit a ball to be grasped be-
tween the jaws to prevent it from turning and
alsoto expose the greater portionsof the meet-
ing edges of its cover to give free access for
the purpose of stitching the cover. Tangs 6
are struck up from the members to project lat-
erally from the outer sides thercof, the pur-
pose of which will be hereinafter fully set
forth. :

The operation of the clamp may be ex-
plained in the following manner: A ball is
first provided with its cover and then inserted
between the jaws 3, which are caused to ap-
proach each other to hold the ball against
movement while its cover is being stitched.
The clamp may be held within the hand or be-
tween the jaws of a stitching-horse during the
operation of stitching the cover. 'When the
clamp is held between the jaws of a stitching-
horse, the tangs 6 are adapted to engage the
under side of said jaws to prevent the clamp
from having any upward movement, and the
inclination of the members, caused by the
grasping of a ball between the jaws, prevents
the holder from having & downward move-
ment, thereby permitting the elamp to be rig-
idly secured between the jaws of a stitching-
horse. When the jaws are constructed from
wood, the tangs 6 may be caused to penetrate
their faces, and thereby prevent any move-
ment of the clamp. The application of the
holder to a slot in a work-bench, as disclosed
in Fig. 3 of the drawings, may be accom-
plished in a manner that is obvious. It may
be further stated as the members of the clamp
are provided with a plurality of the tangs 6,
arranged in horizontal alinement and adapted
to engage the under surfaces of the jaws of a
stitching-horse or a slot, that the clamp is pre-
vented from having an oscillating movement
in its applied position.

It is apparent that the clamp may be used
for the purpose of clamping any article which
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is spherical, or approximately so, in contour
as ﬁeadily as it may be used to hold a base-
ball.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. Inadeviceof the character described, the
combination with the jawsof astitching-horse,
of a clamp comprising members hingedly con-
nected together at their lower ends and hav-
ing their upper ends provided with jaws, and
tangs carried by said members and arranged
in horizontal alinement to engage the under
surfaces of the jaws.

9. A deviceof the character described, com-
prising two members having their longitudi-
nal edges provided with flanges, a pintle
adapted to engage the flanges to pivotally con-
nect the members, cup-shaped jaws formed on
the free ends of said members, and tangs
struck up from the members.

759,533

8. A device of the character described, com-

prising members, each having one of its ends

provided with a cup-shaped jaw, a pintle
adapted to engage the opposite ends of the
members to hingedly connect them together,
and tangs struck up from the members.

4. A device of the character described, com-
prising members, each having one of its ends
provided with a cup-shaped jaw, a pintle
adapted to engage the opposite ends of the
members to hingedly connect them together,
and tangs struck up from the members, the
tangs on each member being disposed in hori-
zontal alinement.

TIn testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

- WILLIAM C. LADD.

Witnesses:
J. F. Apaws,
J. A. LAMBERTON.
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