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UNITED STATES 

2,057,915 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,05,915 

FABRIC CAP 

Frederick B. Probst, Minneapolis, Minn., assignor 
to Minneapolis Linen Supply Company, Minne 
apolis, Minn., a corporation of Minnesota. 
Application July 11, 1932, Serial No. 621,840 

8 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
washable visored caps, and has for its principal 
objects to provide a cap, the visor of which will 
always assume an outstanding position at the 
proper angle when the cap is worn, and to pro 
vide a cap in which the crown unfailingly as 
sumes and is maintained in an upright position 
when the cap is worn. I am aware that many 
attempts have been made to attain the above 
mentioned much desired results, but insofar as 
I am aware, such a result has never been at 
tained except by the use of stiffeners such as Wire 
forms, or appliques of material, or panel inserts, 
all of , which, besides being expensive, are ob 
jectionable for various reasons well known to this 
art, and particularly in regard to the laundering 
process. 
. In Washable caps leather SWeat bands can 
not be used, and any devices inserted as stiffeners 
have to be removed before Washing. Moreover, 
the visors of the ordinary types of washable caps 
do not aSSume proper visor position after the 
cap has once been Washed, nor do the crowns 
of this type of cap stand in an upright position 
on the head, but generally Sag at Some point. 
A feature of the invention is the utilization of 

a reenforcing band (which positionally corre 
sponds to the Sweat band) to enclose the upper 
slitted margin of the visor (or the inner margin 
of an unslitted visor) said band giving “finish' 
to the inner or head-engaging portions of the 
cap. 
Another feature of the invention is the use 

of two single rows of stitching, one row at the 
bottom margin of the crown for attaching both 
the material of the crown and of the reenforc 
ing band to the visor, the stitching being Con 
tinuous around the lower margin of the cap, 
and another single row continuous around the 
cap and acting to secure the folded-in portion 
of the band-reenforcing element in position, and 
acting to secure the upper margin of this ele 
ment to the CrOWn. 

Features include all details of construction, 
along with the broader ideas of means inherent 
in the disclosure. 

Objects, features and advantages of the inven 
tion will be set forth in the description of the 
drawings forming a part of this application, and 
in said drawings 

Figure i is a vertical longitudinal Section of 
the improved cap; 

Figure2 is a bottom plan view; 
... Figure 3 is a plan view of the visor; 

(C. 2-195) 
Figure 4 is a plan illustrating the method of 

attaching the crown to the visor; and 
Figure 5 is a bottom plan illustrating the method 

of attaching the reenforcing band to the visor 
and CrOWn. 
The visor and crown portions of the cap are 

separately formed. Referring to Figures 1 and 
3: The visor f is formed of a middle layer 2 of 
thick heavy canvas faced on opposite sides as at 
3-3 with thinner material of the Same kind. 
Rows of circular Stitching 5 secure the fabric ele 
ments 2 and 3 together. The Visor is of Sufficient 
length to provide terminal portions 6 which are 
adapted to lie flatly against the temples of the 
wearer... That portion of the visor which corre 
Sponds to the brow portion of the head is slitted 
inWardly from the upper or inner edge as at 7 
in a direction toward the opposite or Outer margin 
of the visor, the area of slitting generally corre 
sponding to that portion of the visor which lies 
between the temples. 
The slits define a rear band-like or marginal 

visor portion which is capable of bending along 
a line formed by the inner ends of the slits, to 
conform to the Vertical or upward and rearward 
contour of the brow, as Well as to its circumfer 
ential or horizOntal contour. 
The function of the slits 7 is to allow the 

upper. marginal portion of the relatively thick 
material of the visor to bend along the line 
formed by the inner ends of the slits. It is 
noted that these slits are only provided in a 
band-like area, which corresponds substantially 
to the broW portion or to that portion which 
lies between the temples. Therefore, only the 
brow portion of that margin which is covered 
by the SWeat band is capable of bending, and 
those portions of the Visor which lie beyond the 
slits, and which are Opposed to the temples, are 
forced to conform to and lie flatiy against the 
temples. By referring to Figure 4, it can be eas 
ily seen that the result is to bring the part 
to an upright position and maintain it in an 
upright position. 
The Crown is generally indicated at 0 and is 

composed of a strip of material f which forms 
its vertical portion, and a top portion 2 suitably 
secured as by stitching 3 to the upper margin 
of the element . Inasmuch as there is a de 
cided shrinkage in goods when it is washed and 
inasmuch as it is an important object of this in 
Wention to provide a cap which can be Washed 
without undue shrinkage, this crown-forming 
cloth is cut in a certain direction with that end 
in view. There is less shrinkage in the Woof 
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threads of the cloth than in the warp, and, there 
fore, the cloth for the crown is cut so that when 
the Crown is attached, the Warp threads lie in 
a horizontal plane, or in a plane parallel with the 
top of the cap. 
An inside finishing and reenforcing band 5 is 

provided which positionally corresponds to the 
Sweat band of the ordinary hat. The visor eX 
tends and is secured between the crown and this 
finishing and reenforcing band. Referring to 
Figure 1: This finishing band is folded upon it 
self as at 5a and has its front portion 5b folded 
about the inner margin of the Visor. Numeral 
indicates the bend line. 
The portion 5b is disposed between the outer 

face of the visor and the inner face of the crown. 
A single line of stitching 7 passes through the 
fold portion 6 and through the crown and this 
stitching is continued to Secure the reenforcing 
band circumferentially to the wall f of the 
crown. A single line of stitching 20 secures the 
lower margin of the Wall of the crown and the 
lower margin of the innermost portion of the 
band to the inner face of the Visor, and this Sane 
line of Stitching is continued to Secure the lower 
margins of the Wall and band. It is seen by an 
inspection of Figure 1 that the band 5 is a folded 
two-ply structure and its lower margin, as well 
as the lower margin of the CrOWn are in-turned 
respectively as at 22-23 for reenforcement pur 
poses. Referring to the lines A-B of Figure 2, it 
Will be seen that a substantial area of the rear 
ends of the visor are opposed to the templar re 
gions of the head of the wearer, these portions 
being indicated by the numeral 6, See also Fig 
lure 1. 

Before in-turning the portion 5b of the band, 
the same is slitted in Wardly as at 26, see Figure 5. 
In the drawings, the goods at the slit are turned 
back, and in the same figure the lower layer of 
the visor has been also turned back, at one of the 
slits. 
The method of applying and attaching the ele 

ments of the cap is best illustrated in Figures 4 
and 5. Referring first to Figure 4, the side-form 
ing portion of the crown, before sewing, is first 
folded or plaited as at 30. This allows or permits 
curving of the visor, and also assists in causing 
the front of the cap to unfailingly aSSume and be 
maintained in a vertical or upright position. When 
the cap is placed on the head. The crowns of the 
ordinary fabric caps collapse when Worn. It is 
noted that the line of stitching 20, see Figure 5, 
lies just outwardly from the inner ends of the 
slits 7. It will also be noted that the slit 26 of 
the band is at the middle and Substantially CO 
incides or corresponds with the point 28 of the 
fold 30. 
The slitting allows the brow-opposed portion 

of the visor to bend upwardly conformably to the 
upward and rearward curvature of the forehead, 
and permits such conformative bending only be 
tween the terminal or temple-engaging portions 
of the visor, and causes the temple-engaging por 
tions to assume a vertical position flatly against 
the temples. This is partly due to a tendency for 
those portions of the visor which lie at opposite 
sides of the mid-line, to hinge or pivot on this 
radial mid-line C (Figure 4). 

It is noted that the lower portion of the crown 
overlaps the Outer side of the upper Or innermost 
portion of the visor. The two are stitched to 
gether, see Figures 4 and 5, and the lower edge 
of the crown and inner edge of the visor form 
lines which gradually diverge at each side of and 

2,057,915 
outwardly from the middle of the visor. The di 
vergence is relatively slight as shown in the draw 
ings but, of course, may be greater. 

It is further noted, see Figure 1, that the visor 
is only stitched to the crown at its lower margin 
Substantially at the bend line. This stitching is 
shown at 20 and it is further noted that the por 
tion of the visor above or inwardly from this line 
of stitching 20 is free, that is it is unattached to 
any part of the crown or band 5, the upper por 
tion of the band being operably held by the 
stitches 7 which do not pass through the Visor. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A cap comprising a crown, a visor, and a 

sweat band, said visor having an upper portion 
extending and secured between the crown and 
the band, with Substantial terminal areaS SO 
placed as to be opposed to the temples of the 
wearer, a part of the upper portion of the Wisor 
which lies between the temple portions being 
slitted from the edge in a direction toward the op 
posite or outer margin of the visor, and Said band 
having a portion. Which is foided about the upper 
margin of the visor and which lies between the 
Visor and CrOWn. 

2. A cap comprising a crown, a visor, and a re 
enforcing band as a liner, Said visor having an 
upper portion extending and Secured between 
the crown and the band, With Substantial ter 
minal areas so placed as to be opposed to the 
temples of the Wearer, a part of the upper mar 
ginal portion of the visor which lies between the 
temple portions being slitted inwardly from the 
edge in a direction toward the opposite or Outer 
margin of the visor, and Said band Overlying the 
inner face of the Visor and Said band having a 
portion which is folded about the upper margin 
of the visor to lie between the visor and the crown, 
stitching attaching the lower margins of the band 
and crown to the visor, and stitching passing 
through the band adjacent the fold line and Se 
curing it to the croWn and Securing the upper 
margin of the band to the crown. 

3. A cap comprising a crown, a visor, and a 
reenforcing band as a liner, said visor having 
an upper portion extending between the crown 
and the band with substantial terminal areas so 
placed as to be opposed to the temples of the 
wearer, a part of the upper marginal portion 
of the visor which lies between the temple por 
tions being slitted inwardly from the edge in a 
direction toward the lower or outer margin of 
the visor, and said band overlying the inner face 
of the visor and having a portion which is folded 
about the upper margin of the visor to lie between 
the visor and the crown, Stitching attaching the 
lower margins of the band and crown to the 
Visor, and to one another, and stitching passing 
through the band adjacent the fold line of the 
band and Securing it only to the crown. 

4. A cap comprising a crown, a Visor of flexible 
material and finishing band which engages the 
head of the Wearer, said band engaging the inner 
side of the visor and being folded over the upper 
edge of the visor to lie between the visor and the 
crown, the upper margin of the visor being slitted 
inWardly from its edge, and Said upper margin 
having a substantially hyperbolic contour. 

5. A cap comprising a crown, a visor of flexible 
material and finishing band which engages the 
head of the Wearer, Said band engaging the inner 
side of the Visor and being folded over the upper 
edge of the visor to lie between the visor and 
the crown, and stitching securing the upper edge 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 



0 

15 

20 

25 

2,057,915 
of the band to the crown only, stitching securing 
the lower edge of the band to the visor and crown, 
the upper margin of the visor being slitted in 
Wardly from its edge, the slits being only in a 
portion of the brow-engaging portion, and said 
upper margin having a substantially hyperbolic 
contour. 

6. A cap comprising a crown and a visor, the 
brow-opposed portion of the visor having a num 
ber of Slits extending inwardly from the upper 
edge, said visor providing unslitted terminal por 
tions of substantial length which are adapted to 
be opposed to the temples of a Wearer, the crown 
Overlapping the visor and the crown and Visor 
being stitched together only along a line adjacent 
the inner ends of the slits, to define a bend line, 
and the lower edge of the crown and inner edge 
of the visor gradually diverging from the middle 
of the Visor OutWardly. 

7. A cap comprising a crown and a visor, the 
brow-opposed portion only of the visor having 
a number of relatively closely spaced slits extend 
ing inwardly from the upper edge, said visor pro 
viding unslitted terminal portions of substantial 
length which are adapted to be opposed to the 

3 
temples of a wearer, the crown overlapping the 
visor, and the crown and visor being stitched to 
gether only along a line adjacent the inner ends 
of the slits to define a bend line, and the lower 
edge of the crown and inner edge of the visor 
gradually diverging from the middle of the visor 
outwardly. 

8. A method for producing a visored cap in 
which the act of donning the cap causes the CrOWn 
to assume an upright position, and thereafter 
be maintained in upright position while the cap 
is worn, which consists in forming a flexible visor 
having a concave upper edge, slitting the Visor 
inwardly from said edge to increase flexibility 
in the brow-opposed portion, providing a Crown 
side-forming portion, forming a fold, arranging 
the concave side of the visor and the lower portion 
of the crown-side-forming element in Overlapped 
relation and securing the crown and visor by 
stitching disposed outwardly from the slits and 
along a line non-parallel with the concave Side 
of the upper edge of the visor and adjacent the 
lower edge of the crown-side-forming portion. 
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