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_ance with this invention.

‘the post being offset from the base.

UNITED STATES
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS WILLFORD
LARRABEE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Carrollton,in the county of Hancock
and State of Indiana, haveinvented a new and

useful Fence-Post, of which the following isq

a specification.

The invention 1elates to improvements in
fence-posts.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of fence-posts-and
to provide a simpleand inexpensive one which
will be strong and durable and which will be
practically fireproof and substantially inde-
structible.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a fence-post which. will permit ‘an ar-
rangement of its parts for counteracting the
effect of high winds..

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of a fence-post oonstructed in accord-
Trig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, the upper portion of
Fig. 3
is a detail per spechve view of the base of the
post.

Like numerals. of reference designate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings. '

1 designates a fence-post comprising a
pointed Dbase 2, preferably constructed of
wood, a wooden upper portion or bar 3, a
metal coupling-bar 4, and a supporting-bar
5, constructed of metal. The base 2, which
is bolted or otherwise secured to the lower
end of the metal coupling-bar 4, is designed
to be located several inches beneath the sur-
face of the ground to prevent it from being
affected by the air and by the moisture at the
surface, whereby the wooden base is rendered
pmctlcally indestructible and is enabled to
last about as long as the metal portions of
the post. Itis prowded with flanges or en-
largements 6, located at its opp0s1te edgesat
the top. and extendmo from opposite 51des of

the same to assist in anchoring the base and
prevent it from shifting its poqmon in the
ground.

The wooden bar or post proper, 3, which is
secured to the upper portion of the coupling-
bar, is designed to be located above the sur-
face of the ground to prevent it from being
affected by the moisture thereof and to ren-
der it fireproof and adapt it for use in a rail-
road-fence. The durability of the wooden
bar or post is greatly increased by prevent-
ing it from being acted on by the moisture of
the ground.

The eouphnO‘—bal is Iocated at one side of
the wooden bar or post proper, and the bar 5

is located at the opposite side and is con-.

nected with the coupling-bar by horizontal
fastening devices -7, passing through regis-
tering perforations of the three parts.
lower end 8 of the attachment-bar is forked,
and the forked portion S is adapted to receive
the bottom wire of a fence, whereby the lat-
ter is held down to the ground in proper po-
sition and is prevented from rising.

The post is designed for all kinds of fenc-
ing, and when woven or other wire fencing is
employed itissecured between the post proper
and the attachment-bar after it has been
stretched to the desired tension. When used
in connection with a board fence, the attach-
ment-bar is unnecessary.

The post proper and the attachment-bar
may, as illustrated in Fig. 2 of the accompa-
nying drawings, be offset from the base by
being secured to the outer face of the coup-
ling-bar when it is desired to arrange a fence
in position to resist effectually the action of
high winds and storms, which in the western
Sectlon of the country usually come from the
west.

This invention  has the following advan-
tages: The fence-post is simple, strong, and
durable and is adapted tobe employed in con-
nection with all kinds of fencing, and when
used in connection with woven or other wire
fencing staples and similar fastening devices
for the separate wires are unnecessary. The
base, which is constructed of wood, is located
beneath the surface of the ground, and the
post proper is locafed above the ground,
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thereby avoiding the rot, which usually oe-
curs first at the surface of the ground in posts
constructed entirely of wood.

The wooden fenee-post proper may be ar-
rangedonly ashortdistanceabovethe ground,
as illustrated in full lines in Fig. 2 of the ac-
companying drawings, to prevent it from rot-
ting at the surface, and it can also be disposed
at agreater ele\ ation, as illustrated by dotted
hnes in Fig. 2, to 1ender the post plactlcally
fireproof, and thereby adapt it for use in a
railroad-fence. The forked lower end of the
bar 5 engages the bottom wire of a fence and
holds the fencmfr to the ground when the post
proper is in elther posmon

What I claim is—

1. The combination of a base designed to
be located below the surface of the ground, a
wooden post located above the surface of the
ground, the metal coupling-bar located at one
side of the post and connecting the same and
the base, a space being left between the ad-
jacent ends of the base and the post, and an
attachment-bar located at the opposite side
of the post and having its lower end forked
to receive the bottom wire of a fence, where-
by the latter isheld close to the ground, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination of a tapering base de-
signed to be located below the surface of the
OF1ound and provided at its top with flanges
loc&ted at its opposite edges and projecting

590,843

from opposite sides of it, a fence-post proper

located above the base and designed to be ar-
ranged above the surface of the ground, a
coupling-bar arranged at one side of the post
and secured to the same and to the base, and
an attachment-bar secured to the other side
of the post, substantially as described.

3. The combination of a wooden base de-
signed to be arranged below the surface of the
ground, a wooden post located above the sur-
face of the ground, the metal coupling-bar
connecting the post and the base and ar-
ranged at one side of the former, and the at-
tachment-bar located at the otherside of the
post, substantially as described.

4. A fence-post provided at one side with a
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fork disposed transversely of the line of the -

fence, and located at thesurface of the ground
in position to receive the bottom wire of the
fence and to be closed by the ground, whereby
the fence is held down to the same and is pre-
vented from becoming accidentally disen-
gaged from the fork, substautially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the f01ef>’01ng as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS WILLFORD LARRABEE.

Witnesses:
EDGAR SMITH,
GEORGE MCROBERTS.
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