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(57) Abstract: According to this method for producing a printed circuit board,
firstly, a through-hole (41) is formed in an insulating layer (20) so as to reach
through to an electroconductive substrate (10). Subsequently, a region of the
insulating layer (20) including the through-hole (41) is coated with an electro-
conductive ink including an electroconductive particulate to form an electro-
conductive particulate layer (31). Thereatter, an electroplating layer (33) is
formed by electroplating on the electroconductive particulate layer (31). The
electroconductive particulate layer (31) and an electroless plating layer (32)
surrounding a blind via (40) are then removed.
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The inventionof claiml is disclosedin “JP 2010-272837 A (Sumitomo Electric
Industries, Ltd.) 02 December 2010 (02.12.2010)”, and therefore does not have
a special technical feature.

Four inventions linked by a technical feature are involved in claims.

Invention group 1l: The invention of claim 1 not having a special technical
feature, and the inventions of claims 2-9 having a technical feature of “after
forming the blind via, performing electrical heat treatment of the blind via”
(claim 2).

(Continued to extra sheet)

: I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claim 1, claim 2, claims 3-7 referring to claim 2, and claims 8 and 9

Remark on Protest ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

l:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Invention group 2: The inventions of claims 3-9 having a technical
feature wherein “the first layer forming step includes (omitted), and
a step of forming an electroless plating layer” (claim 3).

Invention group 3: The inventions of claims 8 and 9 having such a
technical feature that “the first conductive layer is a stainless steel
substrate” (claim 8).

Inventiongroup 4: The inventionsof claims 10-12 relatingto “aprinted
wiring board”.
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